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Using a Digital Image Camera and Colorimetric Analysis for Simple
Detecting Soil Quality in Nam Dok Mai Mango Orchards
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ABSTRACT: Soil color is a parameter effecting on soil quality, the evaluation of the spatial
variation in soil color and related soil properties in Nam Dok Mai mango (Barracuda) orchards
from 74 soil was aimed to determine the color parameters (R, G, B) using a digital camera, and
analyze contents of organic carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Model was built to
improve the former methodology by conversion of RGB color units to L¥, a*, b* color space.
Two main ideas were proposed and tested. 1) Substantial amount of color tones is generated
to cover as many points in the color space as possible, and 2) the color space was calibrated
separately. The obtained results could be as model and geographic map. Additionally, the R,
G, B color units and L*, a*, b* color space transformation approach proposed in this study could
be useful for predicting the soil quality correlating with nitrogen, potassium organic carbon and
organic matter.
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Table 1 Descriptive statistics of soil color parameters and their related properties

ID R G B N (%) P(ppm)  K(ppm) OC (%)  OM (%)
1 180 156 130 0.0042 2.98 1.79 1.14 1.97
2 190 166 140 0.0010 1.03 1.85 0.31 0.54
3 194 176 151 0.0031 1.99 1.05 0.78 1.34
4 183 160 129 0.0021 1.01 6.82 0.73 1.26
5 177 162 134 0.0028 1.21 1.02 0.72 1.24
6 179 155 129 0.0013 2.13 1.02 0.68 1.18
7 176 156 132 0.0017 2.09 1.13 0.78 1.34
8 186 166 140 0.0035 1.05 0.44 0.96 1.66
9 205 177 150 0.0007 0.80 0.70 0.46 0.8
10 200 176 150 0.0013 0.47 1.22 0.39 0.68
11 134 114 90 0.0042 1.77 1.05 1.08 1.87
12 205 184 157 0.0048 5.84 7.88 2.06 3.55
13 190 171 149 0.0023 0.82 0.73 0.89 1.54
14 170 143 109 0.0024 3.93 10.76 1.10 1.89
15 162 143 113 0.0045 1.34 2.38 1.11 1.91
16 176 158 130 0.0035 2.07 1.17 0.62 1.06
17 170 154 133 0.0028 2.35 1.05 0.91 1.57
18 192 171 142 0.0003 1.33 0.82 0.39 0.68
19 191 167 139 0.0007 6.51 1.33 0.31 0.53
20 191 167 141 0.0003 0.79 0.47 0.44 0.75
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Table 1 (continue)

ID R G B N (%) P(ppm)  K(ppm) OC(%)  OM (%)
21 182 157 127 0.0036 1.22 1.71 0.6 1.03
22 178 156 131 0.0023 1.25 0.47 0.93 1.60
23 196 170 145 0.0014 0.70 0.79 0.56 0.96
24 164 149 128 0.0026 3.71 2.75 0.91 1.58
25 197 181 160 0.0027 1.10 1.08 0.72 1.24
26 185 160 132 0.0006 1.49 1.18 0.33 0.56
27 194 170 142 0.0032 0.89 1.14 0.78 1.35
28 178 154 126 0.0033 3.81 391 0.9 1.55
29 175 155 137 0.0029 1.43 1.31 1.53 2.63
30 193 166 134 0.0014 1.28 2.61 0.48 0.82
31 189 164 136 0.0042 0.82 1.98 0.76 1.31
32 180 158 135 0.0059 1.27 1.70 0.92 1.59
33 189 165 137 0.0017 0.93 0.68 0.61 1.06
34 186 165 144 0.0007 0.91 0.88 1.02 1.76
35 196 175 148 0.0007 4.38 2.29 0.55 0.94
36 178 159 137 0.0052 2.48 0.75 1.29 2.23
37 180 154 132 0.0035 3.31 0.84 0.75 1.29
38 181 163 136 0.0045 2.65 1.64 1.00 1.73
39 189 169 145 0.0010 0.86 1.06 0.46 0.80
40 184 160 135 0.0024 1.45 1.82 0.67 1.15
41 202 180 155 0.0014 0.88 2.18 0.51 0.88
a2 171 154 135 0.0059 2.73 1.22 1.79 3.08
43 180 152 115 0.0040 0.52 4.01 0.93 1.60
a4 188 170 145 0.0003 1.58 0.79 0.77 1.32
45 161 137 109 0.0023 3.90 2.17 0.54 0.94
46 185 162 129 0.0073 573 1.82 1.35 232
a7 153 131 106 0.0080 2.86 1.60 1.76 3.04
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Table 1 (continue)

ID R G B N (%) P(ppm)  K(ppm)  OC (%)  OM (%)
48 176 154 129 0.0028 2.23 1.48 0.61 1.05
49 183 167 142 0.0014 0.64 0.47 0.89 1.53
50 188 166 143 0.0026 0.96 0.55 0.67 1.15
51 175 160 132 0.0033 1.20 0.93 0.83 1.42
52 161 143 115 0.0041 2.18 1.31 0.62 1.07
53 173 159 135 0.0057 1.54 0.77 1.10 1.90
54 118 99 91 0.0118 2.10 1.35 2.68 4.62
55 182 155 123 0.0040 4.22 1.95 0.91 1.58
56 148 122 96 0.0321 3.61 2.00 1.78 3.07
57 171 153 125 0.0533 1.61 1.62 0.78 1.35
58 165 144 115 0.0243 1.73 1.72 0.69 1.19
59 163 147 124 0.0379 1.75 2.31 0.14 0.25
60 136 124 100 0.0418 1.82 2.33 2.02 3.48
61 135 114 96 0.0393 2.44 1.72 1.76 3.04
62 171 149 128 0.0391 0.78 0.77 1.21 2.08
63 167 147 123 0.0569 1.34 0.95 1.84 3.18
64 163 141 116 0.0400 3.70 1.23 1.56 2.69
65 160 136 108 0.0346 5.69 2.64 1.37 2.35
66 168 143 111 0.0362 1.57 1.58 0.71 1.22
67 173 146 112 0.0512 0.60 1.04 0.73 1.26
68 179 163 138 0.0464 1.76 1.58 1.50 2.59
69 181 156 124 0.0358 0.30 0.71 1.55 2.68
70 164 146 119 0.0094 0.53 2.06 0.97 1.67
71 191 170 143 0.0084 0.95 0.91 0.45 0.78
72 177 157 133 0.0108 1.65 0.92 0.84 1.45
73 173 152 131 0.0143 1.49 1.11 1.42 2.45
74 174 152 131 0.0102 0.49 0.69 0.77 1.33
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and Potassium
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