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ABSTRACT: Objectives of this research were to study 1) personal demographic characteristic
data, 2) socio-economic data, 3) orchard management of farmers, and 4) comparative of personal
demographic characteristic data, socio-economic data, and orchard management. Data were
collected by interviewing 179 farmers in Mueang Samut Sakhon District by multi-stage random
sampling. Descriptive statistics analysis including frequencies, percentage, weighted mean score,
minimum and maximum score, and crosstab. The results revealed that 1) most of farmers at
65.4% were male with average age of 57.2 years, they had elementary level of education at
61.5%, their average number of household members at 4 persons, 2) they had an average of
3 farm labors and did self-employment at 52.0%, they had an average in agricultural experience
at 22.5 years, their main career was agriculture at 87.2%, the coconut plantation was the main
activity with average area of 8.6 rai, of which 76.5% belonging to landholder, they earn an
average of 301,092.3 Baht/year from their farming by using 80.4% of their own funding, they
were not an agricultural group members at 63.1%, 3) less than 50.0% of farmers managed
orchards in terms of money and management aspect, however, more than 50.0% of farmers
managed in terms of man and materials aspect, and 4) farmers with different gender, education
level, employment, and main career had differed in human management aspect, and also,
farmers who belong to the agricultural group had more organized orchard managment than
non-menber farmers.
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Table 1 Comparative of personal demographic characteristic data, socio-economic data, and orchard

management of farmers

n=179
Personal and Level of orchard management
socio-economic
data Man Money Material Management
Low High Low High Low High  Low High
level level level level level level level level
Gender
Female 32 30 53 9 22 40 46 16
(42.1) (29.1) (31.9)  (69.2) (32.4) (36.0) (31.3) (50.0)
Male a4 73 113 4 a6 71 101 16

(57.9) (70.9) (68.1)  (30.8) (67.6) (64.0) (68.7) (50.0)

Age (Years)

< 57 a6 a5 86 5 35 56 76 15
(60.5) (43.7) (51.8) (385) (51.5) (50.5) (51.7) (46.9)
> 57 30 58 80 8 33 55 71 17

(39.5) (56.3) (48.2) (615) (485  (49.5) (48.3) (53.1)

Education level

Elementary a1 69 99 11 a2 68 91 19
(53.9) (67.0) (59.6) (84.6) (61.8) (61.3) (61.9) (59.4)
> Elementary 35 34 67 2 26 a3 56 13

(46.1) (33.0) (40.4) (15.4) (38.2) (387) (38.1) (40.6)

Number of household members

<4 a4 65 103 6 35 74 83 26
(57.9) (63.1) (62.0) (46.2) (51.5) (66.7) (56.5) (81.3)

>4 32 38 63 7 33 37 64 6
(42.1) (36.9) (38.0) (53.8) (48.5) (33.3) @35 (18.8)
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Table 1 Continued.

n=179
Personal and Level of orchard management
socio-economic
data Man Money Material Management
Low High Low High Low High  Low  High
level level level level level level level level
Employment
Self-employment 48 a5 86 7 39 54 77 16
(63.2) (43.7) (51.8) (53.8) (57.4) (48.6) (52.4) (50.0)
Hired labor 28 58 80 6 29 57 70 16

(36.8) (56.3) (48.2) (46.2) (42.6) (51.4) (47.6) (50.0)

Number of work force for farming
<3 52 60 106 6 50 62 91 21
(68.4) (58.3) (63.9) (46.2)  (73.5) (55.9) (61.9) (65.6)

>3 24 43 60 7 18 a9 56 11
(31.6) (41.7) (36.1) (538) (26.5) (44.1) (38.1) (34.4)

Agricultural experience (Years)

<225 51 57 101 7 42 66 89 19
(67.1) (55.3) (60.8) (53.8) (61.8) (59.5) (60.5) (59.4)

> 22.5 25 a6 65 6 26 a5 58 13
(32.9) (44.7) (39.2) (46.2) (38.2) (405 (39.5) (40.6)

Main career

Agricultural 61 95 144 12 60 96 125 31
(80.3) (92.2) (86.7) (92.3) (88.2) (86.5) (85.0) (96.9)

Not agricultural 15 8 22 1 8 15 22 1

(19.7) (7.8) (13.3) (7.7) (11.8) (135) (15.00 (3.1)

Main agricultural activities

Other fruit trees a8 54 96 6 38 64 90 12
(63.2) (52.4) (57.8) (46.2) (55.9) (57.7) (61.2) (37.5)

Coconut 28 49 70 7 30 a7 57 20
(36.8) (47.6) (42.2)  (53.8) (44.1) (42.3) (38.8) (62.5)
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n=179
Personal and Level of orchard management
socio-economic
data Man Money Material Management
Low High Low High Low High  Low High
level level level level level level level level
Size of holding area
< 8rai 51 60 105 6 a3 68 91 20
(67.1) (58.3) (63.3) (46.2) (63.2) (61.3) (61.9) (62.5)
> 8 rai 25 a3 61 7 25 43 56 12
(32.9) (41.7) (36.7) (53.8) (36.8) (38.7) (38.1) (37.5)
Area holding
Hire 20 22 40 2 21 21 35 7
(26.3) (21.4) (24.1)  (15.4) (30.9) (18.9) (23.8) (21.9)
Landholder 56 81 126 11 ar 90 112 25
(73.7) (78.6) (75.9) (84.6) (69.1) (81.1) (76.2) (78.1)
Agricultural income (THB/yr)
< 301,092 51 61 108 4 a4 68 93 19
(67.1) (59.2) (65.1)  (30.8) (64.7) (61.3) (63.3) (59.4)
> 301,092 25 42 58 9 24 a3 54 13
(32.9) (40.8) (34.9) (69.2) (35.3) (38.7) (36.7) (40.6)
Funding sources
Loan 13 22 29 6 15 20 25 10
(17.1) (21.4) (17.5) (@6.2) (22.1) (18.0) (17.0) (31.3)
Own funding 63 81 137 7 53 91 122 22
(82.9) (78.6) (82.5) (53.8) (77.9) (82.0) (83.0) (68.8)
Membership in agricultural groups
No group membership 73 78 147 a4 64 87 141 10
(96.1) (75.7) (88.6) (30.8) (94.1) (78.4) (959) (31.3)
Group membership 3 25 19 9 4 24 6 22
(3.9) (24.3) (11.4)  (69.2) (5.9) (21.6) (4.1) (68.8)
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