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Abstract

Background and Objective: Rubber plantation is mainly labor-intensive,
often requiring manual effort, which can impact farmers’ quality of life in
this occupation. Social innovation may improve the quality of life of farmers
in the area. This research aimed to study the need to use social innovation
to develop the quality of life of rubber farmers in the Pa Phayom district,

Phatthalung province.

Methodology: The data from 276 farmers were collected by using
the questionnaire, and then the descriptive statistics were analyzed. The
relationship between personal, economic, and social factors and the need
to use social innovation to improve the quality of life of rubber farmers was

tested using Chi-square at a significance level of 0.01 and 0.05.

Main Results: Most of the farmers were male, with an average age of 32
years, education level of vocational certificate/diploma/associate degree,
an average income of 427,848 THB/year, an average number of workers of
3 people, and most planting areas of 1-4 rai. News tracking was obtained
through personal media. Overall opinion on the quality of life level had
a mean of 2.17, and the need to use social innovation to improve the
overall quality of life had a mean of 1.83. Age (P = 0.001), education level
(P = 0.000), number of household members (P = 0.001), receiving information
about rubber (P = 0.000), news tracking (P = 0.005), and quality of life level
(P = 0.014) were statistically significant factors related to the need to use

social innovation to improve the quality of life.

Conclusions: Age, education level, number of household members, receiving
information and tracking news about rubber, and quality of life level of
farmers were related to the need to use social innovation to improve the
quality of life of rubber farmers. Some farmers lacked knowledge about

using social innovation.
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Table 1 Basic personal information and rubber occupational information of rubber farmers in Pa Phayom district,

Phatthalung province (n = 276)

Basic personal information and rubber occupational information Frequency Percentage
Gender
Male 175 63.41
Female 101 36.59
Age
Under 25 years old 53 19.20
25-44 years old 179 64.86
Over 44 years old 44 15.94

Mean = 32 years old, minimum = 22 years old, maximum = 43 years old

Educational level

< Secondary education 97 35.14

< Vocational certificate/diploma/associate degree 110 39.86

Bachelor’s degrge 69 25.00
Marital status

Single 81 29.35

Mariegd 195 70.65
Number of household members

1-3 people 45 16.30

4-6 people 211 76.45

>6 people 20 7.25

Mean = 3 people, Minimum

1 people, Maximum = 7 people

Number of laborers

<2 people 58 21.01
2-3 people 181 65.58
>3 people 37 13.41

Mean = 3 people, Minimum = 1 people, Maximum = 7 people

Number of areas for rubber plantation

1-4 rai 144 52.17

5-8 rai 83 30.07

>-2vx@ 49 17.75
Income

80,000-540,000 THB/year 229 82.97

540,001-1,000,000 THB/year 28 10.14

1,000,001-1,460,000 THB/year 19 6.88

Mean = 427,848 THB/year, Minimum = 240,000 THB/year, Maximum = 1,080,000 THB/year




Table 1 Cont.

Basic personal information and rubber occupational information Frequency Percentage
News tracking
Personal media 179 64.86
Mass media 73 26.45
Activity medi@ =~ 24 8.70
Quality of life level
High 50 18.12
Moderate 124 44.93
Low 102 36.96

Table 2 The quality of life of rubber farmers in Pa Phayom district, Phatthalung province (n = 276)

Quality of life Mean Standard deviation Opinion levels
Health 1.92 0.72 Moderate
Economic 1.95 0.56 Moderate
Mental 1.94 0.72 Moderate
Social 2.03 0.58 Moderate
Environment 1.86 0.66 Moderate
Total 217 072 Moderate
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Table 3 Summary of the needs of rubber farmers in each area of innovation in Pa Phayom district, Phatthalung

province (n = 276)

Innovation Mean Standard deviation Opinion levels
Human capital 1.87 0.81 Moderate
Social capital 2.02 0.76 Moderate
Physical capital 1.93 0.80 Moderate
Natural capital 1.90 0.75 Moderate
Financial capital 1.92 0.85 Moderate
Total 183 080 Moderate
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Table 4 Relationship between personal, economic, social factors and quality of life level with the needs of

social innovation utility to improve quality of life of rubber farmers

Factors x2 P-value
Age 18.869** 0.001
Gender 0.297 0.865
Education level 22.255%* 0.000
Number of household members 19.749%* 0.001
Marital status 2.730 0.255
Number of laborers 4.352 0.360
Number of areas for rubber plantation 9.070 0.059
Experience 6.717 0.348
Receiving information about rubber 21.094** 0.000
Farmer grouping 0.426 0.808
News tracking 18.791** 0.005
Income 5.499 0.240
Quality of life level 12.567* 0.014

* Significant level at 0.05, ** Significant level at 0.01.
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