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The study of Orchid planting media from Diatomite

Kaolin tailing sand and Red local clay
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate orchid growing media made
from a mixture of Diatomite, Kaolin tailing sand and Red local clay firing at 700
degree Celsius at the firing rate of 180 degree per hour in oxidizing atmosphere with
an electric kiln. The mixture was formed manually into a ball shape and tested
for water absorption, strength and evaporation. The mixture was later used as orchid
growing media.

The result showed that the best ratio for orchid growing media is 80%
Diatomite, 10% Kaolin tailing and 10% Red local clay.
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