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However, at higher than therapeutic
concentrations (> 2.6 - 7.8 pMor> -3 p
g/mL), droperidol inhibited human or rat
serum cholinesterase to a significant
extent. At droperidol concentrations (5-50
pM) that potentiated succinylcholine
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effect in vitro in rats’, the enzyme was
inhibited by 57% in rat serum. Droperidol
is unlikely to prolong succinylcholine’s
effect clinic /7 in surgical patients via
serum cholinesterase inhibition.

Table 1 Serum cholinesterase inhibition by droperidol

Parameter Estimate (+ SEM)

Enzyme Source 0 ECsq
Human Serum 6l16+16 356 52 13.7+23
Rat Serum 574+2.6 531120 20447
p (unpaired t-test) 0.4 <0.005 < 0.01
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Figure 1 Human and rat serum cholinesterase inhibition by droperidc
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