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4. See the trade names these preparations at
Tittp:/fwww.fda.moph.go.th

5. Haller CA, Benowitz NL. Adverse
cardiovascular and central nervous system

EFFECTIVENESS OF IMIQUIMOD FOR
RECURRENT GENITAL WARTS

To the editor,
Imiquimod'® is a new pharma-

ceutical product presented to the physician.
Imiquimod, an imidazoquinoline amine, is a

new immune response modifier agent recently

approved for the topical treatment of external
genital and perianal warts. The dosage form of
this drug is the white cream, known as Aldara.
The chemical name of imiquimod is 1-(2-
methylpropyl)-1H-imidazol [4,5-c] quinolin-
4-amine, with the molecular formula,
CiaH¢N4. The molecular weight of this
substance is about 240.3.

Generally it is prepared as a white to
slightly yellow cream, packed in a single use
foil sachet. Each sachet contains 250 mg of
cream, which is enough to cover a wart area of
20 cm’. Routinely, 250 mg cream contains
12.5 mg of active ingredient, providing 5 %
imiquimod cream.

The major indication of imiquimod is
for external genital, perianal warts and
condyloma accuminata'”, It is used to treat
the warts on surface of the penis or vulva
and around the anus.

No absolute contraindication is
mentioned. In this communication, the author

Viroi Wiwantkit

events associated with dietary supple-
ments centaining ephedra alkaloids. New
Engl J Med 2000;343:1833-8.

presents the experience in using this new drug
in five immunocompetent cases of Thai
patients with recurrent genital warts who failed
from standard therapeutic regimen. All
subjects were explained for how to use this
new drug according to the manufacturer's
instruction. The result from treatment was
shown in Table 1.

1t revealed that only 60 % of all cases
got success from treatment. In these cases,
recurrent could also be detected. The
dermatological side effect at the lesion was the
most common side effect of the imiquimod.
Local erythema was the most comtmon adverse
reaction, but the majority of patients developed
no side effect or only mild local inflammmatory
reactions. Severe skin reaction could not be
observed in this series case of overdose. While
myalgia and fever described as flu-like
syndrome could also be observed. This
systemic reaction is believed to be due to
immunomodification action of the active
ingredient. However, a larger prospective
systematic study should be performed.

Viroj Wiwanitkit, M.D. Depariment
of Laboratory Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Chulalongkorn University,

Table 1. Five cases received imiquimod therapy for recurrent genital warts,

Clearing of Recurrent at 1 month Side effect
No. Sex Age Sexual lesion after start follow up after detected
behavior regimen (week) clearing lesion

1 male 47 heterosexual No Skin redness

2 male 38 heterosexual No Skin redness

3 male 45 heterosexual No Flu-like

4 male 46 heterosexual N/A®* No

5 male 37 heterosexual NIAX* No

* means no clearing of lesion within the longest recommended duration of usage (16 weeks).

**no clearing
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