
Thai J Phar111acol; Vol 22: No I, Jan-Apr 2000 5 

LETTER TO EDITORS 

Drug on electronic commercial, a new considerable aspect in pharmacology 

To the editor, 

Due to the advancement of 
information technology in the present day, 
internet takes an important part in all 
vocations, including Pharmacology. Internet 
supports the development of pharmacological 
knowledge in several aspects such as the 
source of electronic journal, questionnaire and 
telecommunication. 

Many interesting Web Sites are 
produced to be the facility for the user. This 
information is valuable for development of 
pharmacological science in the present day. 
For the physicians, they can use the 
information via the internet to improve their 
new knowledge to meet the changing world. 

But like all technology, advantage 
and limitation of the system can be described. 
Many applications of internet technology are 
widely discussed for their side effects. In this 
letter, the electronic commercial (E-commerce) 
is in discussion. 

Electronic commercial is the new 
application of internet teclmology. Based on 
the Web site, consumers and providers can 
easily contact one another. The electronic code 
and password is only requirement for joining 
the system. Bussiness via the E-commerce 
system is the newest and world-wide group 
presently. 

A lot of products are broadcast in the 
Web site for sale. Drug is also a product 
appeared on the Web Sites. This is one 
interesting senario for discussion. How proper 
about it? 
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Although this method can provide 
much advantage especially for the drug 
manufacturer but the process is still in doubt. 

Some problems can be expected for 
drug on the E-commerce system. Firstly, many 
control drngs such as Viagra can be found for 
sale on the Web Site. Due to the freedom in 
accessing the Web site, conh·ol is very 
difficult. Secondly, the process omits the 
important of the prescription, therefore, 
irrational use of drugs can be expected. 
Fm1hermore, privacy and security of the data 
is another point to be considered. 

Although the drug on E-commerce is 
not widely presented in Thailand but it is 
expected recently due to globalization. 
Therefore, proper strategy to cope with this on 
going technology is necessary. Specific Act for 
control of drugs and other medical supplies on 
E-commerce must be set. 
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