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Use of Clostridial Collagenase in
Clinicz ‘'ractice

Mammalian collagenases belong
to the family of metalloproteinases. They
specifically cleave collagen and thus play
an important role in the metabolism of
collagen in mammalian tissues. The
localisation of the enzyme in burn
wounds - within cells as well as within
the wound site - suggests that the enzyme
directly takes part in the healing
mechanisms. In healthy subjects, where
wounds normally heal by primary
intention, the amount and activity of
endogenous collagenases are sufficient
for the removal of dead tissue from the
wound. In patients presenting with
chronic nonhealing wounds such as
pressure sores, venous leg ulcers and
diabetic ulcers etc. may cause an
impairment of endogenous collagenase
production and activity, and thus lead to
insufficient removal of dead tissue.
Although the mechanism of action of
collagenases during the wound-healing
process is not yet fully understood,
pharmacological and clinical data show
the beneficial effect that can be achieved
by the supplementation of clostridial
collagenase to necrotising wounds.For
this reason it seems appropriate to
consider the application of clostridial
collagenase to such wounds in order to
reinforce the body's own cleaning and

healing mechanisms.
[Journal of Clinical Drug Investigation 1998;
15(3): 245-252,]

Use of Famotidine in Infants and
Chilc en : Despi 1e L :k of
FDA Approval

The histamine type-2 receptor
antagonists (H2RAs) have made a
significant impact on the prevention and
management of gastroesophageal reflux
and ulcers. The University of Virginia
Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee
has recently approved a therapeutic
interchange program for this class, with
famotidine as the agent of choice. It
offers the advantages of having relatively
few adverse effects and no significant
drug interactions. Famotidine is currently
approved by the Food and Drug
Administration for both treatment and
maintenance therapy of duodenal ulcers,
gastric ulcers, pathological hyper-
secretory conditions, and gastro-
esophageal reflux disease in adults, but
not for use in children. Despite the lack
of FDA approval, the H2RAs have been
widely used in the pediatric population.
There are nearly a dozen publications
describing famotidine use in infants and
children. The majority of these studies
have focused on the use of famotidine in
the prevention of stress erosions. The
ideal dosing regimen is still debated.
However, additional clinical trials,
particularly in infants and young
children, are needed to better establish
the safety and efficacy of current dosing

strategies.
[Pediatric Pharmacotherapy 1998; 4(2)]













