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This research was aimed to analyze community potentials and predicting factors of Li river
utilization of people. The samples were 323 households in the Li watershed area, Lamphun province
along with 18 stakeholders. Data were collected by questionnaires, unstructured interviews and
stakeholder’s seminar and workshop. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, linear
regression analysis and analytic induction. The results showed that the potentials of community to
exploit the Li river nowadays was lower compared to the past due to the deterioration of the river.
Although most of people are still farming and most areas are agricultural zones, however, in an
overview people exploit the river at the low level (X= 1.73). The number of household members and
distance from building to the Li river were significantly correlated with the river utilization at the 0.05
level. In addition, stakeholders propose to empower the communities to conserve and restore their

water resources and forest management through related cultural ecology.
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Table 1 Utilization of Li river
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(n=323)
Utilization of river WMS S.D. Level of utilization
Consumptions 1.35 0.71 Minimum
Food resource 1.86 0.90 Low
Agriculture 1.63 0.72 Low
Community cultural 2.09 0.90 Low
Total average 1.73 0.81 Low
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Table 2 Multiple linear regression for utilization of river

(n=323)
Variables (b) B t p- value*
Constant 1.085 12.713 0.000
Members in household (number) 0.107 0.234 4.433 0.000
Distance travel between house and Li river (km) 0.116 0.231 4.368 0.000
RZ =0.123, SEE =0.541, F =19.080
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