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This study aimed to examine the smallholder farmer’s adaptation to the impact of expanded
urban areas in Chiang Mai. This was a qualitative research which collected data from the sample of 6
government officers and 13 smallholder farmers who had experienced with the impact from expanded
urban area in Mueang district, Mae Rim district and Hang Dong district by applying in-dept interview and
group discussion. Result from utilizing content analysis procedure revealed that smallholder farmers
were of the impacts of the urban expansion that they decreased agricultural areas and number of
farmers devoted by the increases number of department stores, convenient stores, housing
development and external labor coming into the area. Smallholder farmers adapted to the impact by
changing their agricultural practice to add more value and gain more income such as controlling
chemical use, cultivating short growing season plants, earning income from non-agricultural work, doing
agricultural tourism. Furthermore, farmers established farmer group for sharing agricultural experience
and knowledge. In additional, government officers promoted variety of agricultural practice and product
in order to increase more income and make use of the land through the limit for instance catfish farming,
mushroom cultivation and vertical frog farming. There kinds of adaptation helped farmers cope with
the situation and could maintain agriculture area in the expanded urban areas, the government should
develop precise policy to control and preserve the land use and promoted the market and efficiency

knowledge access.
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Table 1 Compare data of agriculture land decreased in Mueang district, Mae Rim district

and Hang Dong district, Chiang Mai

District Total agricultural area (Rai)  Agricultural land decreased Percentage
2000/01 2016/17 (Rai) (%)
Mueang 10,270 4,404 5,866 57.11
Mae Rim 73,149 35,350 37,799 51.67
Hang Dong 38,024 26,640 11,384 29.93

Ref: Chiang Mai Provincial Agricultural Extension Office (2018)
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