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This research aimed to: 1) assess the need of dairy farmers for extension advice and services to ensure
good dairy farming practices; 2) identify the factors that have implication on the need for extension services
and 3) explore the problems and limitations hindering the good dairy farming practices and what the dairy
farmers suggest to be done to ease their difficulties. It was conducted in 129 samples of dairy farmers in On
Tai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng District, Chiang Mai. The needed information was compiled by means of
questionnaire. The analysis was performed upon the descriptive statistics including frequency, arithmetic mean,
percentage, and standard deviation, and the results from running the multiple regression.

The findings revealed the dairy farmers under study had a high overall need to get the extension
advice and services to ensure good dairy farming practices. Five factors were found to statistically significantly
relate to the need for the extension advice and services. Two factors, the dairy farm size and the income from
dairy farming, were positively related to the need; while three factors-the number of dairy cattle, the
accessibility to information about good dairy farming practices, and training in good dairy farming practice-were
negatively related to the need.

The main problems and limitations in the pursuance of good dairy farming practices were reported to
include: 1) the low quality raw milk because the use of antibiotics was still necessary for the treatment of
mastitis, and the foot-and-mouth disease in the rainy season; 2) the rising labor cost and the shortage of skilled
and experience labor who can handle such requirements as milking hygiene, animal health maintenance, etc.
in the good dairy farming practices, and 3) the limited availability of animal feeds in terms of quantity and
quality to prepare a good ration. The dairy farmers under study thus proposed to both the public and private

sectors to provide them assistance in the following areas: 1) guidelines for raw milk quality tests and keeping
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dairy cattle in good health to produce more and better quality milk; 2) knowledge on cow milking tools and

equipment and the establishment of the fund for the purchase of modern milking tools and machines and 3)

support for animal feed cost reduction by using local raw materials.

Keywords: need of dairy farmers, good dairy farming practice, dairy cattle farming, agricultural extension
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Table 2 Factors affecting need for extension services for good dairy farming practices of dairy farmers

Independent variables

Dependent variable

Need for promotion dairy farming

according to the good farm standards

B t Sig.
1. Gender )Gen( 0.077 1.629 0.106
2. Age (Age) -0.006 -1.423 0.158
3. Education level (Edu) 0.091- -1.171 0.244
4. Marital status (Stat) 0.098- -1.541 0.126
5 Family member (Mem) 0.011 0.588 0.558
6. Family Labor member )Lab( 0.023- -0.930 0.354
7. Income from Dairy Farming )inc( 2.512E-7 3.519 0.001**
8. Dairy Farming area (Area) 0.010 2.084 0.039*
9. Debt )Debt( 4.276E-8 1.002 0.319
10. Number of dairy cows )Ncow( 0.007- -5.390 0.000**
11. Received good dairy farm standard informations )Inf( 0.095- -3.372 0.001**
12. Contact with livestock officers )Contlf( 0.002- -0.393 0.695
13. Contact with dairy farmers (Contdf) 0.025- -1.865 0.065
14. Dairy farming experience (Exp) 0.004 1.440 0.153
15. Training for good dairy farm standard) Train( 0.069- -2.220 0.028*
Constant 4.733 27.077 0.000"

R? = 0.685 (68.50%)

F=16.222

Sig. of F = 0.000

* Statistically significant level at 0.05, ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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