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This study developed multiplex polymerase chain reaction (mPCR) as a diagnostic technique
for canine blood parasite infections. It was improved from our previous version of technique that

could detect only Ehrlichia canis, Hepatozoon canis (protozoa), and Babesia canis (protozoa). In this

study, we developed mPCR for simultaneous detection of VirB9 gene of E. canis, 185 rRNA gene of

H. canis and B. canis, and grofL of Anaplasma platys in canine blood sample. All four pathogens

require brown dog ticks (Rhipicephalus sanguineus) as carrier. Infected dogs usually present similar

symptoms, i.e. anemia, anorexia, and lethargy. Current diagnostic techniques employ Wright Giemsa

staining of thin blood smear, immunochromatographic assay for detection of specific antibody, and

PCR. Among these techniques, PCR has the highest sensitivity, but it is time-consuming, particularly

when used for detection of individual pathogen. The mPCR technique developed in this study should

reduce duration of assay for simultaneous detection of these four pathogens.

Keywords: Ehrlichia canis, Hepatozoon canis, Babesia canis, Anaplasma platys, multiplex PCR

62



Journal of Agri. Research & Extension 38(3): 62-74

1%
Ay A o a

NudeiimumedaUjisegnlglnduelsa
wuudafmdnd i oaslunisidadenisfinge
nelsanensluidenluaiiy Inswmeadai wauitu
sovenmnuaiafififoanntuteuniil fsause
asranuidenelsald 3 wia leun Earlichia canis,
Hepatozoon canis (1Usla91) waz Babesia canis
(usTad) Tnemadeiinmuntulmidansansiamiu
VirB9 veaidi E. canis, B 185 rANA weuie H. canis
way B canis Wagdu groFl EUENL%E) Anaplasma platys
Mnfegradentesain Werelsavadudadnne
AU AD Lﬁuqﬂ“u?{ﬁ?ma (Rhipicephalus sanguineus)
wagsilavuansernistaeiindneiu leud dn e
913 wavdounse Jamsidedenisandomani
Tudaguuldisnsdeuduiionunaniud Wright-
Giemsa 35 Immunochromatographic W ens299

wauRved uarisujisugniglndiueisa luisees
3

wianfl3sugnsenanleindwaisalvanullung

¥ '
=

G]i’JQWULgﬁE]EjJQV] an waldszaziianlun1InsiauIu

q

'
| a

a Al ] a &

ign Ineanizegndulansraniiianelsnfiasiie
wadaudAsergnigndwesauvudafngnd
AWRIUIT UL LT I0anTLeLLIa1lUN15INIRY NS

fndialsaneduiale

AdARY:  Ehrlichia canis, Hepatozoon canis,
Babesia canis, Anaplasma platys

Ujisengniglndieisawuudafming
unin

1sanensluiden (Blood parasites) 1ulse
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weuRvenrede £ canis, E. ewingii, A. platys wag
A. phagocytophila 19 we'dvlu@iuisansiand
LoufveRreesug enwionnills Fidded i
fio anunsavenlfiferhatiivoufivedivode il
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flgnmgdl 95%. w10 wi anduidliigumniives
wdnhludumdesd 10,000 soU/ANT w1 uai
dAuaulalanasndumismasalnivdufuiibuie
fafiledl 20, maiaUsnauazau eI Ue
fafalddonsiarnisgandunasiiaiueindy
230, 260 way 280 uluLAS InBLA3 83 Nanodrop
2000/2000C spectrophotometer V1.0 (Thermo Fisher
Scientific, USA)

N19ASEBUEY VirB9 ¥a4 E. canis, 185 rRNA

BN H. canis Wag B. canis was groEL

VD4 A. platys
isuefiatalduiuyinaiidueves

gudwanemeufisen PCR meyn Quick Tag® HS

DyeMix (Toyobo, Japan) lagldlwsiues (Primer)

Aauansly Table 1

Table 1 Primer sequence for VirB9 gene of E. canis, 185 rRNA gene for H. canis and B. canis,

and groEL gene for A. platys

Pathogen Gene Primer Primer sequence (5’-3’) Product size T,
name (base pair; bp)
E. canis VirB9  Ehr1401F CCATAAGCATAGCTGATAACCCTGTTACAA 380 62
Ehr1780R TGGATAATAAAACCGTACTATGTATGCTAG
H. canis 185 Hsd62F TGTGTACAAAGGGCAGGGACG 462 62
rRNA Hsd62R GCGGCTTAATTTGACTCAACAC
B. canis 185 Bal03F CCAATCCTGACACAGGGAGGTAGTGACA 619 68

rRNA Ba721R

CCCCAGAACCCAAAGACTTTGATTTCTCTCAAG

A. platys  grofL ApT724F

ApT724R

AAGGCGAAAGAAGCAGTCTTA 724 58
CATAGTCTGAAGTGGAGGAC

anefildlunisinusinafis uevesdu
Whvenewa 4 Sumiloudu 18uA Initial-denaturation
(94°%. UTu 3 U9l 97UU 1 59U) Denaturation
(94°%. uru 30 UM 91U 35 50U) Annealing
(58°%. WU 30 U 1 35 58U) Extension
(68°%. WU 30 Ul T1UIU 35 SOU) way Final
extension (72°%. W1 10 WA 91U 1 T9U)

dnandndLduedldanufasen PCR 11
wonautndnluianane35518nlnslns da
(Electrophoresis) Iaglaaznilsaiaa (Agarose gel;
Biobasic, Canada) 7in1udiudu 2% wazld 1x Tris—

Borate—EDTA (TBE) buffer (Biobasic) Wusatinlaih
Tdnszualvin 80 Taas Wi 60 U doulaanaey
woviiealuslus (Ethidium bromide) (Biobasic) witali
T ULAUR LS WD ARL9aT0LaURLEULDTI A URTS
AR IUUIR 380 bp (d1usudu VirB9) 462 bp
(@suBu 185 rRNA 983 H. canis) 619 bp (d1%35U
8 185 rRNA 184 B. canis) way 724 bp (d1usudu
grofL) u1vusans 2y PCR Clean-Up & Gel
Extraction Kit (Bio-Helix, Taiwan) wal@13tAs1¢%
auiianalelng (Nucleotide sequencing) U3

1°' Base 9111m UseinaAuaLfde 1S euliguanu
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fndlelnaiilatudduiindlolnalugiudeya NCBI
meluswnsy BLAST ldfduednanidunguaiuny

\9uan (Positive control) ¥a9UfiAse1 mPCR sialy

msﬁnmqmwgﬁﬁmmzaué"m%’v%”’uﬂau Annealing

WwieuUgASen PCRA @an1e Initial-
denaturation (94°%. WY 3 UITT T1UIU 1 S8U)
Denaturation (94°%. U1U 301U I1UIU 35 V)
Annealing (57, 58, 59 hay 60°%. WU 30 U
97U 35 59U) Extension (68°%. u1u 30 Tu1
71U 35 59U) Hhag Final extension (72°%. W1 10
w9l 9m3u 1 s0U) UfHATeN PCR Usenaume Quick
Tag® HS DyeMix U310 10 lulasans lusiues
Fieududiu 500 nM wasiidueusines 1 lulasdns
(10* copy numbers) U31ns53uveUf)ise iy
20 lallasans e1unameISalninslisda 1WSsuiiau
AT NYRILaUALD Ulen el Law T au 29
(Ultraviolet) Sufinn ndeirdes GelMax® UV Gel
Imager (Labortechnik, Germany) L8 8ne uuqd
Annealing fianinsalirnuduvewauiiduevesdu
VirB9, 185 rRNA Way AgroFL mmﬁqm wazlifiuau

Aouenliswwnziety Weltlulfisen mPCR sely

nsanwanududuveslnswasiivanzay
wieuUFA5Te PRV @n1y Initial-
denaturation (94°%. WU 3 UAN TI1UIU 1 58U)
Denaturation (94°%. U1 30 AW I1UIU 35 TU)
Annealing (58°%. W11 30 TUIM T7UU 35 50U)
Extension (68°%. WU 30 UM% 91U 35 S9U) wag
Final extension (72°%. 41U 10 W 91U 1 9U)
U381 PCR Usenaunae Quick Tag® HS DyeMix
U3u105 10 lulasdns Inswesianududy 50,

100,150, 200, 250, 300, 350, 400, 450 iag 500 nM

wazAoweUsNIns 1 lulasdng (10* copy numbers)
YSurmssiuvesdasenvanu 20 lulasdnsg
WS UL gUAINULT UUBDILOUR LB ULBNF NSV
a & aa & v v & alg v
BLANtAsINSTa LAaNANUTUTUVDILNTLUDST b¥A
ANILTUYDILOUA LD ULDVDIEY VirB9, 18S rRNA way
AgroEL snniigauas liifuaufduelisnimziniu
wieldluuizen mPCR sialy

nsfnynFunnvesiidueiitesiigaiianunsn
ATIVNUNAASUIIRI8UA381 mPCR

WwieudfATen PCRA an12g Initial-
denaturation (94°%. U7 3 WIN TIUIU 1 59U)
Denaturation (94°%. W11 30 AW 91UIU 35 T8U)
Annealing (58°%. u1U 30 TUIM T1UIU 35 T0U)
Extension (68°%. U1u 30 3U17 §1UIU 35 S0U) uay
Final extension (72°%. w1u 10 W19 97U 1 58U)
Ufji381 PCR Usenaunae Quick Tag® HS DyeMix
U31105 10 lulasdng Mdwediamnududud 107,
10%,10°, 102, 10" uag 10° copy numbers lnsiues
fimnandudu 400 nM 183 Ap724F uag Ap724R, 1
200 nM w99 Ehr1401F, Ehr1780R, Bal03F wkag
Ba721R Uag# 100 nM va4 Hsd62F Lay Hs462R
USurassanveslAsenvadu 20 lulasdas
WS UL BUAINULT UTBILAUA LO ULDNAINTTY
dianlaslnsya

nsAneIAINWIZTUNIIRSIINUBY VirBY, 18S
rRNA uag AgrofL fa8ufiTen mPCR Tudlaeng
\HenvasguvUIe

ihietudengivfinsianudu VirB9 ves
E. canis, 18S rRNA 484 B. canis Wwag H. canis ag/
%30 groFL V83 A. platys 41ANYIAIIUTUNIZVOS

aaa

UfATen mPCR g3l fisen mPCR fianiae
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Initial-denaturation (94°%. U1 3 UM U 1
58U) Denaturation (94°%. w1u 30 JUA9 97UU 35
50U) Annealing (58°%. WU 30 AU $I1UIU 35 TOU)
Extension (68°%. U1 30 U191 97UIU 35 59U) Uay
Final extension (72°%. U1u 10 W1 91U 1 S9U)
U381 mPCR Usznausie Quick Tag® HS DyeMix
Usuas 15 lulasdns Awueusuins 1 lulasans
(0.5 unlunsu) luswwas 7 Arnadudy 400 nM
483 ApT24F uaz Ap724R 71 200 nM 483 Ehr1401F,
Ehr1780R, Ba103F wag Ba721R LLazﬁ 100 nM U84
Hsd62F wag Hsd62R Usunssinvealfisenvnny

25 lulasans

NAN15ILLAZ AT

dewiduled unssuiuanuiasen PCR
s lnsiwed Ehrld01F/Ehr1780R, Hsd62F/HsA62R,
Bal03F/Ba721R way Ap724F/Ap724R 113LAS1EH
aunilou (dentity) fuiiu VirB9 veaiile E. canis
fu 185 rANA vaa8 H. canis uay B. canis wazduy
AgroEL waaiie A. platys audrsu daeldsunsy
BLAST fugiutasa NCBI nudndufiduiefivdendu
Heumllaunuu VirB9 ¥4 E. canis 814 185 rRNA
03 B. canis Wazdu AgroEL U939 A. platys Sovas
100 dazdaumiloududu 18S rRNA 983 H. canis
Sowaz 99.74 (Table 2)

Table 2 Nucleotide sequence homology of VirB9, 18S rRNA and groEL PCR products compared

to NCBI database

Pathogen Homologous GenBank BLAST details
gene accession No. Maxscore % Query coverage % Identity E-value
E. canis VirB9 CP025749.1 1853 100 100 0.0
H. canis 18S rRNA MH615006.1 712 99 99.74 0.0
B. canis 18S rRNA MG586235.1 1947 100 100 0.0
A. platys erofL LC428207.1 1125 100 100 0.0

ihiufiduednanalfidunguauauds
vanievmgamiivmungasluduneu Annealing
et lUlluufAzen mPCR deld Tnsidengavndl
AU 4 9l bl 57, 58, 59 Uag 60°%. Wuin
fgumgdl 58°. anunsonTIINULUALTueATvun

ANETeslIndlelnAnTINUNABINTS Ao 380 bp

@MU E. canis, 462 bp @m3u H. Canis, 619 bp
d9SU B. canis uag 724 bp @5 A. platys uagil
mmLGEJ’@JLLazmﬁuﬂu%“mmﬂﬂdwﬁqmmﬁ 57, 59 way
60°%. uarlaifiuaudwedilisumeintu (Fisure 1)
Fufu3adengungdl 58°. Wugumgiidmiuiunou
Annealing Tuufjizen mPCR sioly
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Figure 1 Optimization of annealing temperature for (a) VirB9 of E. canis; (b) 18S rRNA of H. canis;

(c) 18S rRNA of B. canis and (d) groEL of A. platys. (Lane M = 100 bp plus DNA marker;
1 =57°C; 2 = 58°C; 3 = 59°C; 4 = 60°C; N = negative control)

ﬁw%uuﬁL'Smasuaaﬂfcjmmuam%qmﬂmﬁmsn
wmanudutuilvnauvesinsiwes Tnadenainy
Wuduiinegeu 10 amdudu laua 50, 100, 150,
200, 250, 300, 350, 400, 450 ag 500 NM WUI
Aoy 100 nM uly aunsansenusauiEue
fiflvunaueivesiandlelndnseuiifeenis

wiuauiAnanaadady 200 nM dwsuglnsites

Ehr1401F/Ehr1780R wag Bal03F/Ba721R, 100 nM
d115un Insiues Hsd62F/Hsd62R Uag 400 nM
dwsur lnsiues Ap724F/Ap724R danuiduuas
AuANdannIfinnudutus (Figure 2) dau
JuFenmnududuiindiveudazabnsiuesdmsu
TluufAzen mPCR sialy
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Figure 2 Optimization of primer concentration for (a) VirB9 of E. canis; (b) 18S rRNA of H. canis;
(c) 185 rRNA of B. canis and (d) groEL of A. platys. (Lane M = 100 bp plus DNA marker;
1 =50nM; 2 =100 nM; 3 = 150 nM; 4 = 200 nM; 5 = 250 nM; 6 = 300 nM; 7 = 350 nM;
8 = 400 nM; 9 = 450 nM; 10 = 500 nM; N = negative control)

ﬁ?%uaLﬁuLaﬁuaﬂﬂa:Mﬂ’mﬂmL"zj‘lmﬂmﬁﬂm VDY H. canis Wag B. canis Wae grofL U831 A. platys
derilomuTnamisueduuuuitosfigniufaiten ldvsuamidueduuuumiiiy 10" copy numbers
PCR @unsansaanuld Tnednwisunaidue  veude £ canis way B canis, 10° copy numbers
Funuust 10° 10% 10° 102 10! way 10° copy 90480 H. canis wag 10° copy numbers Y0450
numbers WU3INUAATET PCR @10150M533NULAY A. platys (Figure 3)
ABueRmulaTaueiu VB9 ¥es E. canis, 185 rRNA
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Figure 3 Determination of least detectable DNA template by PCR for (a) VirB9 of E. canis; (b) 185 rRNA

of H. canis; (c) 18S rRNA of B. canis and (d) groEL of A. platys. (Lane M = 100 bp plus DNA

marker; 1-6 = 10°-10° copy numbers, respectively; N = negative control)

Anu1AuTLWIzY09UfAT87 mPCR 1
g utuiieg1eaiiSuled uenldanidenaia
ﬁﬂwﬁnﬂmiﬁm%a E. canis, H. canis, B. canis 939
A. platys egdlaeg1and i esaufu nudiean

@ 1

2 v ada & . = ' =
UE]EJNLaa(ﬂqu‘wmmsﬁa E. canis tWg3I9819A 87

[
o

aaa Py & v ]
U387 mPCR NI uaunsoasisiaufid uie
fumdnluananssiudu VirB9 ves E. canis wag

7
lia$auaufiduedifiainlnananssiudu 185
rRNA U84 H. canis Wwag B. canis hazdu groEL U89
A. platys LLﬁ&’%’lﬂﬁ’J@EﬁdLﬁ@@Qﬁ"Uﬁa@L%EJ H. canis
w3e B. canis \B408 191787 VAT mPCR 7
W uannsnasauauiiduediiiivinluana
M9UEU 18S rRNA U843 H. canis ¥ag B. canis Wag
ldasauovAduedidwinluanansaiudu viso

294 E. canis Wazdu grofL 983 A. platys uwazain

o ' & o da & = ' a
mjaﬂqﬂLaaﬂqumﬂmﬂL%a A. p(OtyS LNUIDY LA YT

v

UFATE1 mPCR fitmuntuaninsoadrswaudidue
ﬁﬁﬁmﬁfﬂiwﬁqamqﬁ’uﬁu groEL W99 A. platys uag
liasauavAdueituinluananseifudu viBo
V84 E. canis Wag8u 18S rRNA 984 H. canis Lay
B. canis

mmﬁhasjwLﬁaﬂqﬂ’mﬁﬁméﬁyaﬁa E. canis,
H. canis, B. canis wag A. platys Yn581 mPCR
fiauntuanansoasuauidueitdminlnana
asatuadu VirB9 984 E canis, 185 rRNA U84
H. canis W8 B. canis W grofl. 983 A. platys (Figure 4)
Fanan1s@nuiUat1uiAse1 mPCR Aistamundu
danudnniglunisasranudu VirB9 wed E. canis,
185 rRNA 983 H. canis Wa¥ B. canis Way groEL U893

A. platys
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Figure 4 Determination of specificity of mPCR (Lane M = 100 bp plus DNA marker; 1 and 11 = VirB9
of E. canis; 2 and 12 = 18S rRNA of H. canis; 3 and 13 = 185 rRNA of B. canis; 4 and 14 = groEL
of A. platys; 5 = VirB9 of E. canis and 18S rRNA of H. canis; 6 = VirB9 of E. canis and 18S rRNA
of B. canis; 7 = VirB9 of E. canis and groEL of A. platys; 8 = 185 rRNA of B. canis and H. canis;
9 = 18S rRNA of H. canis and groEL of A. platys; 10 = 185 rRNA of B. canis and groEL of
A. platys; 15 = VirB9 of E. canis and 185 rRNA of H. canis and B. canis; 16 = VirB9 of E. canis,
18S rRNA of H. canis and groEL of A. platys; 17 = VirB9 of E. canis, 18S rRNA of B. canis and
groEl of A. platys; 18 = 185 rRNA of H. canis and B. canis and grofL of A. platys; 19 = VirB9 of
E. canis, 185 rRNA of H. canis and B. canis, and groEL of A. platys; 20 = blood sample from

an uninfected dog; 21 = empty lane; N = negative control)
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