5ANTIVYLATFLASUIVINITNYAT 37(1): 118-125

NANITNUINNNIIVIALLAGTULLIINIUANTANTILN YA
dld 1 &Y Y a/ o/ = 1
‘VI?JINaGI’?Jﬂ’J"ISJ&I‘L!F’]QVI’NWME]’]W']{L‘U"\N%’ML‘li&l\‘isl‘ﬂ&l

Effects of Shortage of Agricultural Workers

on Food Security in Chiang Mai

d1gana Wasya

Saisakul Fongmul
aimMITaLdLE e TvAmansinuns AugHanNTIUNISNERT WiTIeaoudld Weslnd 50290
Agricultural Development Extension and Communications, Faculty of Agricultural Production
Maejo University, Chiang Mai, Thailand 50290

Corresponding author: saisakul_tor@yahoo.com

Received: November 2, 2018
Abstract Revised: January 4, 2019
Accepted: February 14, 2019

This research aimed to study: 1) situation of agricultural workers on food security in Chiang Mai,
2) impact of the shortage of agricultural workers on food security in Chiang Mai, 3) ways and suggestions
for enhancing food security in Chiang Mai. This study was conducted in five districts in Chiang Mai as
follows: Mae Jaem, Jomthong, Fang, Chiang Dao, and Mae Ai. Data were collected by using a
questionnaire, doing in-depth interview, and observing. The samples of this study were 400 agricultural
workers in Chiang Mai. The quantitative data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and qualitative
data was analyzed using content analysis.

The results of the study on agricultural labor situation in food security in Chiang Mai showed
that the proportion of agricultural workers was decreasing. Membership in agricultural households older
than 65 years was likely to increase. This population must be a group that the government must provide
close and continuous supervision because in addition to being a food producer, it was still a group of
people who were living inferior to other people in society. As a result of the increase in the elderly
population, the proportion of the elderly in the labor force was likely to increase. This was because in
the future working age population was likely to decrease and labor shortage will occur. It was one of
the reasons that the elderly who had the potential to work will replace those in working age. So, these
aging populations were becoming increasingly important and can impact on the economy and society

of the country and the food security of Thailand in the future.

118


mailto:saisakul_tor@yahoo.com

Journal of Agri. Research & Extension 37(1): 118-125

The guideline and suggestions for enhancing food security was mainly by relying upon nature

or proximity to water source which was good for sowing and growing crops. And inevitably labor force

came from foreign workers. Farmers adapt to this situation by the following: 1) increasing land area for

planting field crops or changing main crops, 2) applying integrated farming by planting field crops and

raising livestock which required knowledge and skills, less technology, less risks with high chances of

success and used of least resources.
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