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Abstracts

This study aimed to explore the personal, socio-economic attributes of farmers raising beef
cattle and the situation of beef cattle raising system in Phonxay district, Laungprabang province, Laos
PDR. Questionnaire was used for data collection administers with 309 raising beef cattle farmers. The
data obtained were analyzed using descriptive statistics i.e., frequency, percentage, standard deviation,
highest score and lowest score. The results shown that most of respondents were male (76.7%) at an
average age of 41.98 years old. They were elementary school graduated (58.6%), with an average of
6.34 household members. Main occupation was agriculture (90.3%), an average annual income was
87,862.10 Baht per household, out of which 46,489.25 Baht was from selling of beef cattle. The total
capital for raising beef cattle was at the average of 46,014.40 Baht per year and with the average of
15,998.31 Baht dept per household per year. Contract with agricultural extension officer was on the
average of 3.85 time per year. More than half of the respondent (56.3%) were trained in beef cattle
raising and member of community group (65.1%). The experience in rearing cattle range from 6 to 10
years. As regard beef cattle raising system, the labor used in the farm was from the respondents’
household at an average of 2.45 labors per household. The average number of beef cattle per family
was 11.4 heads, most of which was native breed (98.4%). The main feed for beef cattle was grass
which was grown by farmers at an average of 4.25 hectares per household. Most of farmers (87.7%)
can manage their own rearing system. The source of fund for buying the beef cattle was from
respondents themselves (78.0%). Most of the farmers had their own land and grass flied to feed the
cattle without any feed supplement (90.9%), beef cattle were vaccinated against foot-and-mouse

disease once a year by the owners (63.1%). In conclusion, most of beef cattle raising farmer had
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backeround of knowledge and practice in beef cattle raising. However, they lacked of feed management,

disease prevention and breed management.
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Table 1 Descriptive of personal data of the respondents (n=309)

Item

Frequency (person) Ration (%)

Sex (male)
Age on average (31 to 40 year old)
X =41.98; SD =10.62; Min-Max = 19-80
Marital status (married)
Education (elementary school upper and lower)
Agricultural occasion
Family member (higher than 6 person/family)
X = 6.34; SD = 2.02; Min-Max = 3-15
Household labor (1-2 person/family)
X =2.45; SD = 0.90; Min-Max = 1-8

237 76.7
127 41.1
307 99.4
181 58.6
279 90.3
185 59.9
219 70.9
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Table 2 A number of economic data of the respondents (n=309)

ltem Low - High Frequency

(average)

Family income (Baht/year) 9,187.28 - 363,957.60 87,862.13
Income earned from the agricultural sector (Baht/years) 9,187.28 - 254,416.96 68,874.06
Income from the cattle (Baht/year) 3,533 - 236,749 46,488.90
Income from the non-agricultural sector (Baht/year) 0 - 204,947 18,988.07
Total capital for cattle raising (Baht/year) 3,534 - 176,678 46,014.40
Debt family (Baht/year) 0-100,671 15,998.31
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Table 3 A number of social information status of the respondents (n=309)

Item Frequency (person) Percentage (%)

Contacted agricultural extension (time/year) 219 70.9

X = 3.85; SD = 3.05; Min-Max = 0-17

Attending a training (time/year) 174 56.3
X =0.98; SD = 1.02; Min-Max = 0-4

Perceived agricultural information (time/year) 219 70.9
Officer 155 52.2
Poster 54 175

X = 5.74; SD = 6.60; Min-Max = 0-40

Village organization member 203 65.7

Member of village animal raising fund 139 68.5
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Table 4 Raising beef cattle situation of the respondents (n=309)

Item Frequency (person) Ratio (%)

Number of cattle reared (5-10 heads) 154 a9
X = 11.45; SD = 6.05; Min-Max = 3-35

Cattle breed type (Native breed) 304 98.4

Land area holding for cattle (lower than 5 ha/family) 188 60.8
X = 6.06; SD = 5.24; Min-Max = 1-50

Land area holding for grass (lower than 5 ha/family) 188 60.8
X = 4.25; SD = 2.85; Min-Max = 1-20

Self-practice with cattle reared (time/year) -
Self-practice 271 87.7
Cattle health care 257 94.3
Cattle feed management 137 50.2
Cattle breed selection 62 22.9

X = 3.75; SD = 2.57; Min-Max = 0-16
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Table 4 (Continued)

ltem Frequency (person) Ratio (%)

Source of cattle reared

Bought 205 66.3

Government project 61 19.7
Experience in cattle reared (6 to 10 year) 119 38.5
Grass plantation

No grassed plantation 68 28.0

Grass plantation 241 78.0
Type of feed for cattle

Roughage/grasses 281 90.9

Roughage with supplement feed 23 7.4
FMD vaccination

Do not FMD vaccination 114 36.9

Do FMD vaccination 195 63.1
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