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This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of farmers; 2) practice of
tea production under good agricultural practice; 3) factors effecting tea production under good
agricultural practice of the farmers and 4) problems encountered and suggestions about tea production
of the farmers. The sample group consisted of 153 farmer members of the Royal Project in Chiang Mai
and Chiang Rai province. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection and analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were 53 years old on average,
elementary school graduates and married. They had 4 family members and 3 household workforces on
average. The respondents had a yearly income earned from tea production of 49,740.79 Baht but they
had household debt for 67,486.84 Baht on average. They received information about good agricultural
practice 4 times a year and contacted agricultural extension twice a year on average. The respondents
attended a training on good agricultural practice once a year on average and most of them did not have
any social position. The respondent had an average of 7 years of experience in tea growing under good
agricultural practice on average and had a high level of knowledge and skill about tea production.
Factors effecting tea production under good agricultural practice of the respondents with a positive
statistically significant level were a number of family member, social position and knowledge about tea
production under good agricultural practice. Only the number of household workforces was found to
have a negative one. For problems encountered, the following were found: 1) there are restriction in

use of chemicals to prevent weeds and insects and others such as expensive price, inadequate tea
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drying area, lack of skillful labors in tea processing and lack of continuity in purchasing tea products

from various markets. It was suggested that body of knowledge about marketing should be supported;

database on diverse sources purchasing tea products should be developed; and the tea price should

be determined in advance to motivate farmers in management of the standard tea production process.
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Table 1 Practice of tea production under good agricultural practice of farmers in the Royal Project

Foundation in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai province

(n=153)
Practice of tea production under good agricultural X S.D. Description
practice of farmers

1. Water source 391 0.67 High
2. Planting area 3.73 0.70 High
3. Pesticides 3.96 0.66 High
4. Pre-harvest quality management 3.78 0.72 High
5. Harvesting and post-harvest management 393 0.67 High
6. Holding, moving produce in planting plot, and storage 4.01 0.79 High
7. Personal hygiene 3.88 0.65 High
8. Record keeping and traceability 3.81 0.72 High
Total 3.88 0.58 High

4.51-5.00 = highest, 3.51-4.50 = high, 2.51-3.50 = moderate, 1.51-2.50 = low, 1.00-1.50 = lowest
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Table 2 Factors affecting practice of tea production under good agricultural practice of farmers

in the Royal Project Foundation in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces

Independent variables

Dependent variable

Practice of tea production under

good agricultural practice of farmers

B t Sig.
1. Gender -0.025 -0.279 0.781
2. Age 0.003 0.565 0.573
3. Education level 0.081 0.793 0.429
4. Status -0.192 -1.579 0.117
5. Tea production income -1.379E-6 -1.735 0.085
6. Household members 0.073 2.107 0.037*
7. Household workforce -0.079 -2.049 0.042*
8. Debt 6.435E-7 1.570 0.119
9. Receiving information about planting in GAP system 0.002 0.204 0.839
10. Contact with agricultural extension officers 0.036 1.898 0.060
11. Training on GAP system -0.006 -0.096 0.923
12. Community board -0.113 -1.038 0.301
13. Social position 0.260 2.266 0.025*
14. Experience tea production in GAP system 0.007 0.614 0.540
15. Knowledge of tea production in GAP system 0.127 4.462 0.000%*

R? = 0.402 (40.20%)

F = 5.303

Sig. of F = 0.000

* Statistically significant level at 0.05 and ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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