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The objectives of this research were to study 1) gathering general information of beef farmers
in Chainat province; 2) the rearing conditions of beef cattle and their marketing; 3) problems and
obstacles in rearing beef cattle and 4) promoting, extensions, and support for beef cattle. The samples
were 325 beef cattle farmers in Chainat province. The data were collected using a questionnaire.
Statistical techniques used were frequencies and percentages. The research findings found that the
majority of farmers were male (51.08%), aged 41-60 years old, and have completed primary education.
Most of the farmers had more than 10 years of experience in rearing beef cattle, mainly as a secondary
occupation (71.08%), and used nearly entirely domestic labor (98.15%). The majority of cattle breed
was cross-bred (95.38%) between Brahman and Brazilian Hindu reared in semi-intensive systems
(62.46%). Regarding the marketing data, it was found that most of the cattle were sold in whole after
visual inspection of the cattle (68.31%), by the middleman who bought them in the village (82.77%).
Most encountered problems and obstacles in rearing cattle were nutrition, feeding, and marketing due
to unstable and low prices. Data on the need for extension, promotion, and support indicate that
farmers require additional knowledge and support mainly in the areas of breeds and breeding

improvement, health care of beef cattle, and marketing.
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Table 1 Demographic data of beef cattle farmers in Chainat province

Cattle farmers Number Percentage
(n=325) (%)
Gender
Male 166 51.08
Age
Less than 20 years old 1 0.31
20-30 years old 17 5.23
31-40 years old 51 15.70
41-50 years old 90 27.69
51-60 years old 116 35.69
More than 61 years old 50 15.38

Educational level

Lower primary school 19 5.85
Primary school 184 56.62
Secondary school 86 26.46
Diploma 22 6.77
Bachelor’s degree 13 4.00
Upper Bachelor’s degree 1 0.31

Income from cattle
Main income 94 28.92

Secondary income 231 71.08

Number of individuals per household

1-2 people 61 18.77
3-4 people 168 51.69
5-6 people 71 21.85
7-8 people 23 7.08
9-10 people 2 0.62

Number of household labor

1-2 people 294 90.46
3-4 people 28 8.62
More than 5 people 3 0.92
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Table 1 (Continued)

Cattle farmers Number Percentage
(n=325) (%)
Number of hired labor
No labor 319 98.15
Hire 6 1.85
Cattle rearing experience
Less than 1 year old 55 16.92
1-5 years old 93 28.62
6-10 years old 37 11.38
More than 10 years old 140 43.08
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Table 2 Rearing conditions and marketing of beef cattle in Chainat province

Rearing conditions Number Percentage

(n=325) (%)

Rearing systems

Barn 40 12.31

Free-range 78 24.00

Semi-intensive 203 62.46

Other il 1.23

Farm size

Small size (less than 29 animals) 277 85.23

Lange size (more than 30 animals) 48 14.77
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Table 2 (continued)

Rearing conditions Number Percentage
(n=325) (%)
Beef cattle breeds
Pure breed 11 3.39
Crossed-breed 310 95.38
Native breed 4 1.23

Mating systems

Natural mating 166 51.02
Artificial Insemination (Al) 113 34.69
Mixed-natural and Al 46 14.29

Feeding systems

Only forage 302 92.92
Concentrate and forage 14 4.31
Total mixed ration (TMR) 9 2.77

Pasture for beef cattle

Yes 187 57.54

Feed reserve

Yes 277 85.23
Vaccination
Yes 241 74.15

Vaccination against Foot-and-Mouth disease

Yes 235 72.31

Blood test for Brucellosis

No 205 63.08

Deworming programs

Yes 249 76.62

Consultant for cattle health problem

Animal husbandry officer/assistant 240 73.85
Neighbor 15 4.62
Themselves 37 11.38
Other 33 10.15
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Figure 1 Production and marketing of beef cattle in Chainat province
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Table 3 The problems and obstacles to beef cattle in Chainat province

Problems and obstacles Number Percentage
(n=325) (%)
Breeds and breeding 64 19.54
Feed and feeding 90 27.67
Production efficiency 48 14.77
Health care 34 10.46
Marketing 90 27.56
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