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The number of students in the field of agriculture at Maejo University has continuously
decreased, due to resignations and dismissal during the mid-semester period. Therefore, it was necessary
to study personal, socio-economic, expectation, academic, and support factors, including educational
institution selection factors, and factors correlating with the selection of a field of study in agriculture
among Maejo University students and to analyze the results in order to identify solutions to such
problems. An interview schedule was used for data collection with focus group discussion techniques,
from 343 first- and second-year students from the Faculty of Agricultural Production; the Faculty of
Animal Science and Technology; and the Faculty of Fisheries Technology and Aquatic Resources,
selected by multi-state and simple random sampling. The obtained data were analyzed using descriptive
and inferential statistics. The results revealed that the sample group was mostly female (51.60%), with
an average age of 20.33 years. Most of the respondents (48.10%) resided in the northem region. The
parents of the sample group worked in agriculture (37.46%), using their own land (79.59%), and generated
an average annual income of 312,152.47 Baht. The majority of the sample group graduated from secondary
school (67.36%). They had high expectations regarding the choice of a field of study in agriculture (X=4.30)
and expected to choose majors in fisheries and innovation of aquatic animal production (75.00%),
agronomy (42.99%), and beef and dairy cattle (33.33%). Additionally, the sample group had a high level
of family support (X=3.81), a moderate level of motivation from friends (X=3.81), and a high level of

intension to select a field of study in agriculture (X=4.05). However, as a whole, the study found 6 factors
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correlated with the decision to select a field of study in agriculture, namely student's residency; expectation

regarding educational institutions, agricultural courses, and future occupation, family support, and motivation

from friends.
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Figure 1 Three agricultural faculties of Maejo University, Chiang Mai
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Table 1 The expectation factors of the sample group

Expectation factors x SD Rating
Expectation of educational institute 432  0.624 High
Expectation of agricultural courses 4.27  0.669 High
Expectation of future occupation 435  0.675 High
Total 431 0.656 High
Table 2 Supporting factors of the sample group
Supporting factors X SD Rating
Family support
Financial support 4.13  0.970 High
Family’s main occupation in agriculture 374 1.221 High
Family support in agricultural education 4.09  1.089 High
Freedom to choose for education 4.40 0.934 High
Agricultural graduation of relatives 368 1572 High
Total 3.81 0.778 High
Motivation from friends
Motivation from close high school classmate 413  0.970 High
Motivation from close in high school senior 229 1434 Low
Perception that classmate continue their study in agriculture 229  1.406 Low
Perception that neighborhood friends continue their study in agriculture  2.84  1.442 Moderate
Consultation in agricultural education with friends in the high school network ~ 2.98  1.436 Moderate
Total 267 1.112 Moderate
Overall 3.24 1.890 Moderate
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Table 3 The selection of study field in agriculture of the sample group

Selection of study field in agriculture X SD Rating
Image of the institution 4.15 0.624 High
World agricultural trends 4.04 1.029 High
Agricultural courses 398 0.737 High
Institutional recognition 4.03 0.795 High
Total 4.05 0.652 High
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Table 4 The analysis of correlation coefficient of the selection of study field in agriculture

of Maejo University’s students

Correlation coefficient of the selection

Variables
of study field in agriculture (r)
Institute image World Agricultural Institutional Total
agricultural courses recognition
trends

Gender 0.051 -0.042 -0.015 -0.137* -0.078
Age 0.007 0.006 0.021 0.056 0.027
Student’s domiciled 0.130* 0.118* 0.097 0.079 0.115%
Faculty 0.884** -0.059 -0.107* -0.081 -0.081
Study major 0.016 -0.018 -0.036 -0.074 -0.038
Educational attainment 0.037 0.030 0.033 0.079 0.054
Expectation in educational institute 0.290** 0.192** 0.285** 0.314** 0.322**
Expectation in agricultural curriculum 0.323** 0.237** 0.253** 0.272** 0.325%*
Expectation in future occupation 0.368** 0.234%* 0.331* 0.318** 0.371%*
Father’s main occupation 0.036 0.018 0.015 0.012 0.030
Mother’s main occupation -0.022 -0.014 -0.040 -0.055 -0.037
Average annual income of family 0.107* 0.073 0.073 0.024 0.082
Land ownership 0.049 0.046 0.073 0.095 0.080
Family support 0.307** 0.204** 0.368** 0.282** 0.347**
Motivation from friends 0.160** 0.243** 0.224** 0.238** 0.270**

* significant (p<0.05); ** highly significant (p<0.01)
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