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Land Allocation for Communities by the National Land Policy Committee (NLPC)

in the National Reserved Forest Area
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This research is a mixed-methods research study that collects data through documentary research,
in-depth interviews with ten key informants, and surveys using structured interviews with a sample group
of 343 individuals. Qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis, while quantitative data were
processed using statistical software and interpreted through descriptive statistics. The study found that
past government policies allocated land to individuals for private ownership. However, once the land was
allocated, a significant number of recipients engaged in buying and selling, there by leading to further
encroachments in search of new agricultural land. As a response, the government revised its land
allocation policy, particularly in national forest reserves, to implement a community-based land allocation
model by the National Land Policy Committee (NLPC) in the form of joint ownership. Reguarding
perception of this system most respondents in the sample group were of the opinion that the joint
ownership system provides relatively low security of tenure. This is because the right granted, are primarily
rights of occupation certified for utilization, along with a personal booklet allowing land use for productive
purposes. Nevertheless, there remains a lack of clarity regarding the long-term development framework.
This uncertainly may affect ownership security, as it could lead to inheritance by heirs, together with the

enforcement of clear regulations prohibiting sale or transfer to other parties. At the same time, these
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regulations also define the conditions for land use, there by enabling communities to plan for the sustainable

development of the area in the future.
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TUseloiiifu ane. daruduawn 97nA2
Aiunudn 1) #rundnnin n153nwIns olfiy

AuaIunsalunIsNan (productivity) A1usiuns

Table 1 Land tenure security and sustainable land use

UIUnans Aade 66.13 AZWUY 2) AUAIIULEES
n1sansyiuaudeslunisnde (security) fanu
fuman Anade 94.62 Azuuy 3) saunstesiu
NN1ITNYIANIAINYDINTWEINTTITUVIAUAL AT
ﬂam‘”umslﬁ'aﬂm'ﬁmaqﬂqmmwﬁuuam}ﬂ
(protection) fiausiuasn Aade 98.79 Azuuu
4) uAMAT ANNEINNTIITAATEFAY (viability)
fianuduaunn Aade 81.50 AZLUY way 5) fu
N1580US VYDA LU ANANSENUA BdIAY
(acceptability) Sausiunsnn Anady 99.65 Avuu
TUazRuAnIU Table 2

Criteria The levels of land tenure security and sustainable land use Remark
Unsecurity Low security Moderate security High security

1. Land tenure

1.1 Form of land v

tenure Rental Occupancy rights Occupancy rights Land ownership Holding a land in the National
granted througsh @ granted by the state  according to the land Reserved Forest areas is not led
permit for land for land utilization code to the issuance of land ownership
utilization according to the land code.

1.2 Certificate of v

land tenure Land lease Permission for Notification of land Nor Sor 3 Holding a land in the National

agreement land utilization ownership (Sor Kor 1) Nor Sor 3 Gor Reserved Forest areas is

and
identification

booklet

Title deed permitted only for the utilization
granted by the state. Occupants
are granted only a permit to use
the land and an identification

booklet.
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Table 1 (Continued)

Criteria The levels of land tenure security and sustainable land use Remark
Unsecurity Low security Moderate security High security
1.3 Right of v
inheritance Unable to be Able to be transferred  Land allocation under the
transferred to to descendants collective land management
descendants through inheritance scheme (Kor Thor Chor) can
through be inherited.
inheritance
1.4 Rights to v
buy, sell, and During 1 to 3 There is There is a possibility There is no possibility ~ Sale and transfer to others are
transfer years, the relatively high that the land may be  of selling or transferring prohibited under the permit
ownership to plans are likelihood of sold or transferred to  to others. conditions.
others provided to being sold or others, if necessary,
transfer land transferred to in the future.
to others. others.
2. Forms of rights and utilization
v

2.1 Rights of

land utilization

Able to utilize

a land

Land utilization
is permitted, but
prior approval
from the Royal
Forest
Department is
required on a

case-by-case basis.

Able to utilize a

land

Able to utilize a land
and plan to develop

the area for the future

Beneficiaries of land allocated
under Kor Thor Chor program
are permitted to utilize the

land and can plan to develop

of the area for the future.

2.2 Right to
access the
state welfare
services and
development
of public
utilities and

infrastructure

Able to access
state welfare
and public
infrastructure

development

Able to access
to the state
welfare and
livelihood
promotion, but
no public
infrastructure

development yet

Able to access to
the state welfare,
receive livelihood
promotion, and
enable public
infrastructure
development in the

area as required

v

Able to access the
state welfare, receive
livelihood promotion,
enable public
infrastructure
development in the area,
and plan for further
development in the future

Livelihood promotion and
public infrastructure
development in the area lead
to planning for further area

development in the future.
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Table 2 The opinions of the sample group that affect of land tenure security and sustainable land use

Factor

Particulars Average

score

Security level

in ownersh

ip

1. Productivity

1.1 Land potential

The lands have moderate fertility and can produce yields only in 66.13
certain seasons, resulting in some seasonal income. Based on

interviews with the sample groups, areas in Kanchanaburi and

Ubon Ratchathani provinces have low land suitability for

agriculture, leading to low productivity, while Surat Thani and

Chiang Mai provinces have high land potential suitable for

agricultural activities, leading to high-quality yields.

1.2 Access to irrigation systems

Irrigation systems and sources of water for domestic use are
limited and can be used for agriculture and daily activities, but
they are insufficient. Opinions across all areas are generally

consistent.

Moderate

2. Risk security

2.1 Risk of natural disasters

In Surat Thani and Kanchanaburi provinces, communities are 94.62
affected by natural disasters and climate conditions, including

forest fires and seasonal flash floods, which impact agricultural

production and livelihoods. The effects are mainly caused floods

and forest fires during rainy seasons. Anyhow, Ubon Ratchathani

and Chiang Mai are subject to minimal effects, including sporadic

flash flooding (passing through the region) and seasonal forest fires.

2.2 Risk of diseases, insects,

and pests

For Surat Thani, Ubon Ratchathani, and Chiang Mai, there are no
notable effects from crop diseases, insects, or pests on agricultural
output, and producers are capable of managing these challenges
efficiently. In contrast, Kanchanaburi province experiences
substantial problems with crop diseases and pest infestations,

including widespread plant diseases and a high number of insect pests.

2.3 Risk management for natural

disasters, diseases, and pests

Across all areas, opinions are consistent that the government has
plans for risk management and can integrate responses effectively,
enabling immediate assistance to affected people when natural

disasters, diseases, insects, and pest outbreaks occur.

High

3. Protection

3.3 The community has adopted
the agricultural concepts that
emphasize the environmental,
social, and economic
sustainability, such as organic
farming and safe agriculture

practices.

In all study areas, opinions were consistent that communities are 98.79
minimally affected by insects, pests, and plant diseases.

Communities adopt agricultural concepts that emphasize

environmental, social, and economic sustainability, such as organic

farming and safe agricultural practices. Agricultural products are

marketed and distributed to sub-district and district hospitals, as

well as to local safe-food restaurants within the areas.

High
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Table 2 (Continued)

Factor Particulars Average Security level
score in ownership
3.4 Encroachment into forest In all study areas, there has been no increase in forest 98.79 High
areas and deforestation for encroachment and deforestation. Community members comply
agricultural purposes have with regulations under the social sanctions for building disciplines in
increased. the communities, such as prohibitions on cutting trees in the community
forests and encroachment into forest areas.
3.5 Land use changes involving In all surveyed areas, communities have no intention to change land
expansion into residential use toward expansion into residential areas, housing, or tourist
areas, housing, and tourist destinations, and instead continue to plan for conservation-
destinations. oriented land use. The primary cause is that these regions lack
neighboring tourist destinations and economic development zones
and are situated far from urban centers. In addition, agriculture—
such as fruit orchards, rubber plantations, and oil palm
cultivation—remains the dominant land use. Therefore, no
significant land use changes have occurred over the past 5 to10
years.
4. Viability
4.1 Communities provide local In Surat Thani, Kanchanaburi, and Chiang Mai, communities have 81.50 High

employment opportunities,
generating income and
reducing the need for
residents to work outside the

area.

local employment opportunities that generate income, reducing
the need for residents to work outside the area. In addition to
farming, there are agricultural wage labor opportunities, handicraft
production, and strong community enterprises that provide
alternative sources of income, allowing residents to remain and
work within their communities. In contrast, in Ubon Ratchathani,
agriculture is mainly seasonal, and during off-season periods,
residents migrate to other areas to seek temporary employment

for additional income.

4.2 Communities apply knowledge,
technology, and machinery to
improve quality of life, increase
income, and reduce production

costs.

For all the areas, communities make use of technological
knowledge and agricultural machinery to enhance quality of life,
increase household income, and lower production costs like
spraying drones, tractors, and combine harvesters. However, more
advanced technologies remain limited, such as automated
irrigation systems, automated fertilizer and pesticide application
systems, and software supported by temperature-based

monitoring for crop and hormone management, etc.

4.3 Some agricultural land are

unused or abandoned.

In all study areas, no agricultural land is left unused or
abandoned, and communities plan land use to maximize its

potential.
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Table 2 (Continued)

Factor Particulars Average Security level
score in ownership
5. Social acceptability
5.1 Clear boundaries are defined According to the study for all the areas, clear boundaries are 99.65 High

for individual land tenure and

land utilization.

defined for individual land tenure and land use, supported by
clearly documented maps. Community members are aware of
these boundaries and follow the practices, jointly managing and
caring for the land without encroaching beyond their own
holdings. In addition, communities participate in planning to

prevent outsiders from using land within the community.

5.2 Common areas are designated
for shared use to support the
development of community

public utilities and infrastructure.

As found in all study areas, common areas are clearly designated
and have been developed and improved for shared use to
support community infrastructure and public utilities, such as road
corridors, sites for community enterprises or cooperatives,

communal meeting spaces, and community forests.

5.3 Provision for Religious and
Cultural Ceremonies and

Traditions

The findings indicate that religious and cultural ceremonies and traditions
are held annually and are publicly promoted and supported as part of
conservation efforts. Community histories are recorded and community

identities reflect diverse local characteristics.

5.4 Participation in land
management and land

utilization

The communities actively participate in land management and
land-use planning through consultations, shared decision-making,
and collective monitoring and problem-solving. With improved
access to information, residents are more aware of potential land-
related issues, resulting in regular meetings and joint planning for land

management within their communities.
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