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Although gastronomy tourism has been increasingly promoted as a mechanism for adding value
to agricultural products and generating income for local communities, empirical evidence explaining its
impacts at the farm level remain limited, particularly in relation to improvements in production
standards and the conversion of knowledge into tangible economic outcomes. This study aimed to
evaluate the effects of the gastronomy tourism project in Chanthaburi Province in enhancing farmers’
knowledge, production standards, and market opportunities. A quantitative research approach was
employed using a program evaluation design. Data were collected from 200 participating farmers
through a structured questionnaire, and descriptive statistics were applied to analyze changes observed

after project participation. The findings revealed that the project produced positive effects on
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strengthening farmers’ production capacity. Notably, 49.50% of farmers obtained Good Agricultural

Practices (GAP) certification, and 90.50% reported improvements in production standards consistent

with their expectations, indicating progress toward standardized and value-added agricultural practices.

However, outcomes related to market access and income generation remained moderate. Only 29.00%

of farmers adopted online marketing channels, and 5.00% reported increased income from gastronomy

tourism-related activities. These results suggest that the transformation toward value-added agriculture

through gastronomy tourism remains at an early stage.
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework
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Table 1 Changes among farmers after participation

Aspects of change Number of farmers Percentage
(n) (%)
GAP certification Not certified 101 50.50
Certified 99 49.50
Total 200 100.00
Increased promotion/support from Not received 155 77.50
public and private agencies Received a5 22.50
Total 200 100.00
Increased participation in farmer Not participated 145 72.50
networks/producer groups Participated 55 27.50
Total 200 100.00
Increased use of online communication  Not used 142 71.00
channels or social media for agricultural ~ Used 58 29.00
product promotion Total 200 100.00
Increased income from opening farm ~ No increase 190 95.00
areas for agritourism activities Increase 10 5.00
Total 200 100.00
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Table 2 Consistency between Project Outcomes and Farmers’ Expectations

Aspect Number of Farmers Percentage

(n) (%)

Production standards / cultivation Not consistent 19 9.50
practices Consistent 181 90.50
Total 200 100.00

Marketing (online and offline) Not consistent 52 26.00
Consistent 148 74.00
Total 200 100.00

Income Not consistent 49 24.50
Consistent 151 75.50
Total 200 100.00
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Table 3 Perceived value of participation

Opinion Number of farmers (n) Percentage (%)

Not worthwhile 11 5.50

Worthwhile 189 94.50

Total 200 100.00
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