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Objective: To study the causes and 5- year incidence
of unnatural child (under 15 years) death in Khon Kaen
province from 1 January 2006 to 31 December 2010.
Methods: Study from death certificate and autopsy
report of all unnatural death of children under 15 years by
reviewed the death certificate and the report of autopsy
at the department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Khon Kaen University during 1 January 2006 to
31 December 2010.The causes of death were analysed
by age groups.

Results: Of 1966 unnatural death, 87 cases (4.2 %)
were children. In these child death, fifty eight were male
and twenty nine were female. The most common cause
of death was traffic injury (21.8%). The percentages of
others include drowning asphyxia gunshot wound and
blunt force injuries were found 18.4% 13.8% 8.7% and
8.0% respectively. Traffic injury most occurred in older
child (11-15 years) and drowning in all aged groups.
Traffic injury and drowning occurred most in January. Child
deaths from gunshot wound found only in 11-15 years.
Conclusion: The number of unnatural child deaths were
small as compared to all age groups. Traffic injury and
drowning were the two most common causes of death
which most found in January.

Keywords: unnatural child death, autopsy, drowning,
traffic injury
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