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Although genetic defects have been widely documented
the association to pathogenesis of cholangiocarcinoma
(CCA), epigenetic aberrations have also been focused in
CCA. Those epigenetic deregulations include promoter
hypermethylation, hypomethylation, histone modifications,
and up- or down-regulation of microRNAs. In this review,
we summarize the role of epigenetic mechanisms which
regulate normal and cancer cells, especially in CCA.
This information could indicate that the study and
development of new epigenetic biomarkers for early
detection and prediction are necessary in CCA. In addition,
an application of widely-used demethylating agents and
histone deacetylase inhibitors has been also discussed
to provide a potential chemotherapeutic strategy and
effectiveness for CCA.
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methylation, histone modifications, microRNAs, cancers
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ﬁLﬁuL@HNﬁ@w?ﬂumem (DNA methyltransferase;
DNMT) Gsaziadaufingmgfiuiiaain S-adenosyl-methionine
(sAM) Tondlu 5-1u7ia talnd (5-methyl cytosine) Uz
S- adenosyl homocysteine (SAH)’ (iﬂﬁ 1-A) lugagaa9
&ndiansgnensun Tnadaulugjudn A Aidualiiaiadiy
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(3en91 ‘CpG dinucleotides’ wantinglafimuluilaqiiu
mwmmmLfaul,fammLmummvlﬁﬁ‘llwnuw"l.ﬂm CpG
dinucleotides IAduReafiu mmuium sutlanalalng
iy CpHPG waz CpHpH (1We H = adenosine; A,
thymine; T %38 C) %qzﬁ'qﬂm&i%wﬂmum@ﬁﬁuﬁﬁLﬁm
98462881 (embryonic stem cell)*
DNMTﬁﬁWﬁQﬂﬂN@@ﬂﬂuSﬂﬁm1ﬁuﬁDNMT1J)NMT3a
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(DNA replication) DNMT1 %ﬁmﬂ’]ﬁ‘?ﬂmgmmmm
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DNMT1 a4fl14 maintenance methyltransferase Tuanied
DNMT3a 1ay DNMT3b mmummmwmwmlmu
mwwLauvawmmmeuLumiﬂ‘l,mvmwﬂiumumimﬂLLUU
IosaeAIFue i DNMT3a was DNMT3b Aedmiihy
de-novo methyltransferase® lualunaasymenuiniiaa
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Lumimmw,mu (iﬂ‘V] 1-A) Lmewu CpG dmucleotldes
ﬂ@umwmLLuu'lumLammiﬂﬂfm ‘CpG-island’ @4
FendeaiulusTume ety quuwﬁwmm CpG-island
Uszannfeaas 60 ’Lummm‘ﬁﬂﬂume‘m@wumum”Lum@
1Inf CpG-island mmﬁuvl,mmmwmmu (unmethylation)
Wws CpG dinucleotides luiisnuauluanTunazgniniiaiadu
(global hypermethylation) Tumnamssiudinuiuimaduzise
TaznuASuRNTaadugILFons CpG-island Mgl
Tslumafaeatiu iFandn ‘promoter hypermethylation’ 14
n@uwmﬂm‘ﬂuuummmmmmmmmmq wiaLadu
11iFanq ‘global hypomethylation’' (ﬁJ‘W 1-B)

N1z promoter hypeyrmethylahon waaguiunuin
zﬁﬁﬁm&lLﬁmﬂ’fmﬁum@ﬁuﬁam:mumm@mﬁmmﬂu
(transcriptional silencing) %qﬁm@ﬁﬂﬁﬁuﬁm@mmma
uaneaN (gene silencing) 14 Wiaiianzlawlesuiiaindy
vsaullsluimasas LﬂuﬂWsm‘ymumﬂﬁmﬂmmm@mm
PesERs N (specific gene repressor) Tngilannzatneia
methyl-CpG-binding proteins (MBD1, MBD2, MBP3,
MeCP2 waz KAISO) WnsunduiL 5-methyl cytosine $4az
\flun198m2974 transcription factor AN ”LaJiLﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁuﬁu
vnlilslumeivesiiudananald wanainil methyl-CpG-
binding protein AdduiulUslumefuasiiy daarunsn
m”l?’ful,m”ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmuhﬁ histone deacetylase (HDAC)
emmlmﬂmﬂf]immmm‘lﬁﬂsmumim mmmﬂ@mmiﬂimu
NURD L& Sin3a complex firnuhfiiReafiunsdalaseaing
TudaaslAgundiu (chromatin remodeling) Lﬂmmwﬂummm
AINAND mm@‘Lﬁimmmu@Hlummqmnﬂumm”mumaﬁ
NAAIA (transcriptional repressive status)®’ (sﬂ‘w 2)
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n3smuilaalisfudalnuniiznn histone tail 1astiaadlalon nsansaarnlulady (K) wasmeasw (S)

InenszuaunseEiandy (A), Wnadu (M), neanadiadu (P) wazydAsmudu (U)'

nsanwlasldsiudalnu (histone modification)
TuthiraaanedadyuAslanaziurialasunivanso
agnieluy TnelsznaudnemiandaniFanit donalalo
(nucleosome) aaiAnanltlsiudalnu H2A, H2B, H3
LAz H4 aeingas 2 vidagsanniulugainuwnunans (core
histone) LazgnALsaLIGEAEALAUAEND 146 18 Tngd
TulsavEalnu H1 i fusadeusewinaianalalay
WAATWLE ﬁqﬁlﬁ@mfﬂﬁmiﬁmﬁwmimmﬁuiu
fundeanasay Tugalnuununaneusazmioetlszney
fingl structured domain WAz unstructured N-terminal
tail Gadauzes histone tail ﬁﬁumnmﬁ%gnﬁmﬂm
NYNAINITEIUATIZY (post-translational modification)
Fatnazuaunadingmaedfiumnsnsiuaaniy éun
methylation, acetylation, phosphorylation, ADP-ribosylation,
ubiquitination LAY sumoylation FN@EN9IAINITAALLAY
TusfiugalnufidnAoyiisians histone tail 1esiinnaleloy
(gﬂﬁ' 3) Tnensruaunsdaulaslssugatnuisiunum
&1AtyAa chromatin remodeling Wazin12AnE"
mn‘ﬁlzﬂm An acetylation L@z methylation 2484 lysine
residue AN UnLmaasnnafawasltlsiudalng
%meﬁiﬁqmﬂﬁlﬁmgmﬁmaﬁu iHasannnsdauila
TUshudalnuasinanansdiu Aa 1) Ml¥lasuniiu
AaNEga Fandn glasuniiu (euchromation) %qmﬂu
@ﬂ’]%ﬂ?zlﬁ’jumzuqumm@mﬁ'& (transcriptional
activation) %78 2) B lAlATHNAUYIAFILLY (Banqn
wnalslasunyiu (neterochromation) #edfudansyuaunis
NAAIVA (transcriptional repression) %ﬂﬁﬁugﬂﬁU%ﬁm
m@ammfa:ﬁiuumm"wme‘ﬁlgnﬁmﬂm Nl TN
aa3n19aaklaefnatuiu sfanisaaLLaslushiudalnu
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Fuinn histone code' ffLMLMUANT AR melAgunTY
114 acetylation U84 lysine residue 1 histone tail %dLﬂu
HaN1aINNNInauaeseulsd histone acetylase (HAT)
WAL trimethylation 124 lysine Iﬁ’lLL‘mi\iﬁ 4 1 histone
tail 999 H3 (H3K4me3) Faflunaniannnisineuaes
wulasl histone methyltransferase (HMT) d2u histone
code Annlsilasuniufaniwidwamelslasuniiu
iU N9NaAugaziEnaann histone tail 3a9iAsTulan
TAEN19M9ULAN histone deacetylase (HDAC) Faazdann
Iieulad HMT ansnsadnuminmmialiun ysine
284 histone tail 109 H3 & ﬁq‘ﬂ'wﬂu H3K9me3 wag
H3K27me3 tlusiu'®"

luTAsa§i@uta (microRNA 1%3a miRNA)
mzmumimuqumﬁ@ﬁuﬁ;mm%ﬂ@ﬂﬂwﬁ\aﬁﬁﬁﬁa
IuAaaulaAnismnniluilaqii Ae Menaues
NN AANBENTSEUNAINITNRAIIE (post-transcriptional
process) 1agl miRNA 11 RNA Flaignansontlasviaiy
TsRuls (non-coding RNA; ncRNA) LazlaunaLan
miRNA azgnaansialaaiaulsd RNA polymerase Il
1l primary miRNA (dszunns 1,000 dandtalng)
Mﬁwmﬁu%qnﬁmimm@uhﬁ Drosha RNase Il
uay DGCR8 1111 precursor miRNA AifaunALENaa
(Uszunau 60-70 Hanalelng) %aﬁgﬂi’ﬂmﬁm hair-pin
i precursor miRNA azgndegantudslalnnania
Tneililsfiu Exportin-5 wazgnsinsng RNase Il Dicer 1§
vl mature miRNA complex ﬁzﬁmwaﬁwﬁﬂmﬁ (18-24
fapalalng) WFIANTL mature MIRNA azaufafiy
RNA-induced silencing complex (RISC) Waz@1N19n
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aanqMafuey mRNA Whnigld Heliauegiunisdy
L

Audnanysnivzela drvnduiunuugannasysal
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(complete complementarity) A Az ldin1saaa189
mRNA wisne wedwnnduiunuylaiauysal Imﬂmf-m
NNAU 3 UTR 783 MRNA wWhnang favwﬂwmmum
nsutlasinaasihuaii TuflaqiuAnwu mature miRNA
tlszaned 1,000 mumwmmmmmﬂm wazu1aziinng
AUNL miRNA 13aTu 7 Funnauanluauiam
AINNNIATBIUNINABNARBF ARG Il ye Al
miRNA ag11nn31 10,000 Tilm'° unaNidanyan
MIRNA fidauiRandasiuuzisdngeavinminfiduiiude
S asetudnunzEldan e anneAne RN Teg
MIRNA ’Lm’ﬁ@Lﬁlﬂmﬁﬁwuiéﬁﬂ@ﬁlum@ﬁumm 7R
Taun don winuw dengnuann a1ld fu sudeu waz 1e
wudnflanuRinLnazng 1 dunnlu miRNA 21 4iia 18uA
miR-21, -17-5p, -191, -29b-2, -223, -128b, -199a-1,
-24-1,-24-2,-146, -155, -181b-1, -20a, -107, -32, -92-2,
-214, -30c, -25, -221, Wwag -106a"

nMsAuANIMEaNUgnssaluaalng (epigenetics
in normal cell)
‘lum@@ﬂﬂmuumvmumimmumufawuﬁmiu
m‘mﬂmwwmu avfnausiniuag1adusruiie
mu@umﬂﬂ@ﬂuuﬂmeqmﬁmemmwuLmu
Taunfinlunsaziuniietaenizianzas mu%\imuqu
N12AATLFAILALEAFIT89ATNIAUAINA1BNA 28
MevinuRgenlszauiaenssIaunamai i liiAn
ﬁnwmvu?mﬂLLummmmqummquﬂumﬁﬂﬁuﬁmm
(ep|genet|c pattem) ‘VWWL‘WW WAy LLWﬂMﬁﬂﬂquLsn@ﬂ
memum ‘VN"LmLW@ﬁ’JUﬂNm‘WUQuﬂ’]iWWH’]LW@@’]LLuﬂ
wmmﬂwﬁm (cell differentiation) NIWRALNTBIFNEAL
(embryogenesis) N129AN1TLARIRaN LUEAAALNETN
WAEa18sEu (gene imprinting) LaznaELeanTine
gaslAsialaaend (X-chromosome inactivation)®'”

msmuﬂumﬁ'aﬁ'uﬁnssﬂuuugwi'aﬁqﬁ (epigenetics
in cholanglocarcmoma)

Tt aaneTifiEinuan AnameneNTiazsinnnsAne
fanalnnisacupnmtiaiugnIsuLazn1aialsANzise
‘vn”L'wmmL°11ﬂ@mmqmuwuﬁmmmimmumu@
Wuﬁﬂiﬁ‘NLL@”N”LNNL'Wllﬂﬂﬂ’llu Taeianizegnediannny
RadnAaesdiduieinfiand wazn1sdaulasdalnu
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%ﬁl\iié’v‘iwmiﬁnmﬁu@ﬂ’]qLLW';"umﬂuﬂwﬂu uenani
unumaes miRNA Tulsanzisailunalnnisaauruimile
fugnasudnedtanileflsuldFuasuauladnmniu
WNa Y Lﬁimﬁmﬁumiﬁm:r’mwﬁmwm%%m
TDINZ LNV]@‘L&’]@I‘LA?”@‘LIINL@?]@ YBNAINNITANEN
mmrmmwmmﬂﬂmlmvmuwuﬁma‘uLLm Tuilaqiiu
mwmmﬂnmmﬂ@inmamummmu@wuﬁnﬁmmv
mwmuwuﬁﬂuma‘mmu mmmmwmmmnmnu
mnwzgmﬂ@ promoter hypermethylation mvmmq
Tdudadnnisiiauiiaadugaisinns CpG-island u
Tulsluime festuiendestunisennisuansaanaa iy
viauandnaniianas Inalanizednsdelufiuguuzie
%'qLﬂuﬂ@juﬁuzﬁqﬁmﬁﬁwﬁﬁmuamwammwma’ (cell
cycle regulation) NIANEIAAIIAS (apoptosis) AsilA
N1eiuaLEas (cell adhesion) NNITANWINALELLA
LasEuiifandeetumunUe AT uTa A sTaN AN
(DNA repair gene and gene involved in carcinogen/
drug metabolism)

1. Promoter hypermethylation ARITUAIUNLLF
TunziSeviadhi

mﬂm@ﬁm:mﬁ'mumﬂé’mﬁmuﬁmwmm promoter
hypermethylation @ﬂ’muﬂﬁuuwu sluimm” 78 91
YAIAIDLNNE mwammwmmmnmmou@nmnumn
nsAnmlufetanSviatnAlal Sriraksa LALADL
WUINFREIaE 62.8 (64/102 cases) mﬂqﬁqaﬂwwﬁwimzﬂﬁ
Y promoter hypermethylatlon mQQEuMQLLm 3 ?;Iu"ﬂuvl,ﬂ
uilsinulwite fesuunsualndifee® Imm@muw
dnnudnlanuiadng 1ua cell cycle and proliferation
(viw SFRP1, p16, 14-3-30, RASSF1A, p73, p14, p15),
apoptosis (11U DAPK, TMS1/ASC, SEMA3B), cell
adheS|on (14 APC Ecadher/n TIMP3, THBS1) was
n@mummummmmnu DNA repair genes and
carcinogen/drug metabolism (i hMLH1, MGMT,
GSTP1)'"% (mm\ﬁi 1) z%wi"upwﬁﬂmmm%mﬂﬂﬁ
194 AlauamAaatulunz vt ALLLIRTINTA TN
(genome-wide) WL Faetanzivmerinatanuiming
UL hypermethylation 11nn91 700 CpG sites wiad
@ﬂmﬂmmwmﬂuaﬂ CpG-islands LN@Lﬂ?ﬂULwﬂur}u
Lummmmmﬂnm {agel CpG sites wwummmﬂﬂm
4891192 hypermethylation Fanannfiaauifandemna
utinfetnesnmzTuEulunga homeobox genes, EED
target, PRC2_targets1, SUZ12 targets way H3K27
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targets Tmﬁm‘mmummmmﬂﬂmmmn@uﬂumnmq
wmumwm’mam‘luu Liqwmuummmmummm
mﬁlﬁﬂlfﬁ@@muﬂ’n,ummmfm@u (embryonic ste;m cells; ES)
fatunisAnEnziniaadulunzifaviatinm luse sy
genome-wide AINATY LL’AmﬂlﬁLﬁu’j’]ﬂ’]?LﬁmJ“’L%Wi@ﬁWa
'a’lﬂul,%@@mummmwu’m’m embryonic stem cell
YananL m@ﬂnmmn@mauﬂumaﬁﬂwma‘ﬂwim
IUANHRALNRT8IN9E wiandulunziSeieting
TuseAu genome-wide wmwimﬂmmaw@mmm
methylation b|omarkers V]'ﬁ’]L‘W’]“’ﬂ‘LIN La‘qw@mm L

’ﬂil’]\'ivl,i‘ﬂﬁﬂll uu’mﬁumn@muwmﬂmLm:msﬂ?:qﬂm“lm

q
1

TunapainAdlugssdunsasinnisdns v fiusaly®

M15199 1 mmamﬂﬂﬁuuu promoter hypermethylation
TunziSaieia e

Function Gene Incidence of
methylation (%)
Cell cycle and SFRP1 64
proliferation RASSF1A 15-69
14-3-30 60-81
p14 25-38
p15 50
p16 16-83
p73 1-36
RAROZ2 14
SOCS3 0-88
Apoptosis PTEN 0-35
DcR1 28
DAPK 3-32
TMS1/ASC 0-5
SEMA3B 100
RUNX3 57
CHFR 16
Cell adhesion OPCML 73
APC 27-46
E-cadherin 22-43
TIMP3 9
THBS1 "
DNA repair genes and hMLH1 0-46
carcinogen/drug metabolism MGMT 1-49
GSTP1 1-14
Unknown HIC1 38
BLU 11-20
MINT1 41
MINT12 51
MINT25 15-16
MINT32 35
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2. Hypomethylation TunziSeviaunn

UANAIN mmmmﬂﬂmm‘u promoter hypermethylatlon
mwuumummnmmnmmiuu FavietnAwaa Selung
nsnEfiseuImuAARALn ALY hypomethylation
oty Fasenuiinufianduses repetitive DNA
element LA Long interspersed nucleotide element-1
(LINE-1) uay juxtac»entromeric satellite 2 (SAT2)
lusaaeanzifanetrAalauansy (extrahepatic
cholangmcaromoma) @mmmmmwu‘lummm\mamm
UnfunazviaurAnininznaunzise (premalignant
lesion)? N13ANEIANNRAUNRIRIALEULDLNAALATY
LU genome-wide TufegnuzietnAnLA9Y
hypomethylation 411191 800 CpG dinucleotides (%ﬂﬁﬂﬂ
mﬂmmwmﬂu@ﬂ CpG-islands) "N hypomethylated
CpG site mmummmmﬂuﬂ@uﬂul,ﬂ'mmmm OCT4,
PRC2 way NOS Inefi OCT4 uaz NOS finutinfilu
transcription factor ﬁlﬁmwéqﬁm@ﬂmmnlunumumi
WeNun meﬁiinmcﬁwmzﬁuumm ES cell favudaily
1ﬂ1mfnﬂ@mummumwmummmmmJLeﬁ@@mumLum
PUEAEN (cancer stem cell; CSC) mmmﬂummammmmm
nsiiaNzSvetnA LA uAe i uiuAMNEAlnALUL
hypermethylation m@qﬁuﬁmwﬁq&hﬂ” # eyl
ALY mmmuwmmnqmmma‘mﬂmmummmLL@”
mmmmmﬂm\‘i hypermethylated gene mmusluu 15
VietA Ay

3. Histone modification Wwaz miRNA lunzi5a
rNar

Iuﬁ@@uumiﬁﬂmLﬂmﬂumwmmﬂﬂmm histone
modification luwuy Liqm@uﬁmﬁ\im@mm@ummaﬂ LBl
@ﬂwiiﬂmmmimmm@mmumme LAy histone
modification fnalnnsineuReaiiestuesndlnddaly
m@ﬁué@u‘?@mzﬁummma@mmﬁu FahuAatnny
AR AR sseauLLaN AL L5 ANNnNIE e
Sriraksa WU9N19% hypermethylation Tungugiutlmang
284 Polycomb group (PcG) protein (chromatin-modifying
complex) )'l#LA EED, PRC2, SUZ12 waz H3K27 target21
eﬁ\m@mm‘tﬂ?mum@L@uvl,snumﬂu PCG WaNHIIAL e
iU histone modification Lummm\lmwumﬂul,@uvlﬁﬁm
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