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Clinical Characteristics of Pregnant Women with Anencephalic Fetuses
in Srinagarind Hospital and Problems in Management

Yuthapong Werawatakul M.D.

Department of Obstetrics and. Gynecology, Faculty of Medicine,

Khon Kaen University

Retrospective study of pregnant women with anencephalic fetuses in
Srinagarind hospital from July 1977 to December 1987 revealed the total of 28 cases.
The incidence of anencephalic fetus was 1 : 776 births. Maternal age ranged from
19-38 years with the majority between 26-30 years, in gravida 1 and parity O. All of
the patients had attended antenatal care and most of them were private cases, Thai
ethic and lived in Khon Kaen Province. The gestational ages at the times of ter-
mination of pregnancy varied widely. Prenatal diagnosis of these anomalies could be
made in only 46.4% of the patients by using radiographic examination in the
majority of cases. The cesarean section rate in these patients was 21.4%. All of the
cesarean cases were unable to diagnose prenatally due to unawareness of this con-
dition. The most common obstetric complication was polyhydramnios. Female to
male ratio was 1 : 1.45. The biggest anencephalic fetus weighed 3,370 grams. Some of
anencephalic fetuses also had another associated anomaligs.
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No. of anencephalic
Year No. of births fetuses
2520 147 1
2521 604 3
2522 1,013 1
2523 1,257 1
2524 1,565 1
2525 2,042 2
2526 2,563 3
2527 2,843 1
2528 3,181 8
2529 3,148 4
2530 3,357 3
Total 2,1720 28
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Type - No. of mothers | Percents
Diagnosed in antepartum 13 . 464
Radiographic examination 6 o214
Ultrasonography : 4 ‘ 14.3
Pelvic examination 3 10.7
Undiagnosed in antepartum 15 53.6
Total : , © 28 1000
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' Type No. of mothers Percents
1. No obstetric complication 9 321
2. Polyhydramnios 7 25.0
3. Dead fetus in utero 5 17.9
4. Face presentation 4 14.3
5. Preterm delivery * 4 143
6. Post term 3 10.7
7. Spontaneous abortion 3 10.7
8. Prolapsed of umbilical cord 1 3.6
9. Shoulder dystocia " 1 3.6

Total 37 132.2

N.B. Some cases had more than 1 complication
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Indication " No. of mothers Percents
1. Breech in primigravida 2 33.2
2. Prolapsed of umbilical cord 1 16.7
3. Footling breech 1 16.7
4. Elderly primigravida oA 16.7
5. Transverse lie with preterm labor 1 16.7

Total 1 6 100.0
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: i 500-999 4 Induced abortion
Total - 28 100.0 | 2 cases
' Spontaneous abortion
2 cases
.. P
' R W2 1000-1499 3
(15) MINUYNAVUIHUN VS AUTAMNS 15001999 5
danssd vmnwmwuﬂ"luunu'[nanﬁmvn 2000-2499 4
umunuaawaﬂuunumwuq 100 nm g [ 25002999 7
p £ 3000-3370 3
o] u mn.msmmnaummrfmuﬂqqu 7 | Unknown ]
v 8 2 o o ¥ @
vh'lnauqﬂmsmmsﬁ minniminun
Total 28 .

o4 4 Ja o

NaalumAneItfe 3,370 niy
N - i . 4 ¥ "y [} ) - - ‘

(16) anyinaglau q Awuiduamzmsahitingdnandivz  wumwinag

Buq hudn s nonnmankdu 28 e Aaudalumaa 10

4 ' ST WU N CRE g
MmN 10 uamnmzinaglou o inuiwduaiemanhildnsinandsuy

Type 7 No. of fetuses N.B.

1. Polydactyly all extremities R 1 cesarean section due to
prolapsed umbilical cord
weighed 1,680 gramis.

2. Polydactyly, cleft palate, low set ear, r . weighed 2,590 grams.
Ambiguous sex . ' : . : '
3. Cleft lip and cleft palate, smgle . ' 1 spontaneous'
ear (Lt) abortion weighed 620 grams.
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