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Abstract

The purpose of this papaer was to study
communication mode and noun acquisition in the
Khon Kaen Deaf School. The sixty four deaf students
studying in grades | and li, were between the ages
of 7-14 years, were subjects. The results indicated
that the majority of the deaf received and expressed
languare by sign. All of the deaf could acquire every
common nouns. The finding showed that most deaf
children favoured the use of sign language as the
primary communication mode and Oral/Aural, speech
reading, and audition as supplementary communi-

cation modes.

Communication mode and noun acquisition
in the deaf

In the recent history of the education of the
deaf and hearing impaired children around the world,
there has been a growing dissatisfaction with the
achievement of school leavers. There is general
agreement that hearing impaired children are not
achieving their potential and are lagging behind their
hearing peers. This dissatisfaction has led to
questions about the methods used in education
hearing-impaired children, particularly the question of
communication (1)

The five communication methods generally
used are defined as follows :

1. The Oral method is the use of
amplification, speech and lipreading without manual
cues.

2. The Total Communication method is the
use of amplication, speech and lipreading with manual
signs and fingerspelling.

3. Fingerspelling is the use of fingerspelling
without signs, in conjunction with speech, lipreading

and amplication.
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4. Cued speech is the system of hand cues
utilized with speech and lipreading developed by
Dr.Orin Cornett ot Gallaudet Collage.

5. Paget-Gorman is the manual sign
system developed by Sir Richard Paget, used in
conjunction with amplification, speech and lipreading
(2

The deaf children have obvious disadvan-
fages in speech producation : articulation sounds,
visual attending, oral reading rate and speech rate.
They may be unable to use language to exert control
over their own behavior (regulatory function), or to
engage in interpersonal communication of information
with others (informative function) (3). So simuitaneous
communication is necessary for these children.

The issue of communication of the deaf
children has a long and controversial history. There
appear to be two methods of primary communication
which are most widely used : The Oral method and
the Total Communication. The majority of supple-
mentary communication modes which used with the
primary mode indicate the use of either Oral/Aural or
Total Communication. The data of recent reports
made clear that the communication mode in the
education of the deaf is a dynamic area (2,4) but
indicated a continuing trend towards Total commu-
nication in the primary mode and an increased use
of supplementary modes (1,2,4,5). Because belief
that increased learning potential is achieved with
the added dimension of a multisensory approach,
particularly in group situations, provisions for indi-
vidualized communication strategy by allowing for
the different levels of ability in the various modes of
communication, will increase the likelihood of
incidental learning, particularly if teachers and staft
members utilize all modes in communication among
themselves in the presence of a deaf child (1,5,6).

Totat Communication is a philosophy
incorporation appropriate aural, manual and oral

modes of communication in order to ensure effective
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communication with .and among hearing-impaired
persons, to establish communication as early as
possible and also to continue expanding the
communication process through the use of the
spectrum language modes (5,6,7). In addition the
communication and the academic achievement of the
deaf children are influenced by various factors such
as corperation of family members; socioeconomic
status (8); legislative developments, expanded public
information on deafness and communication (4).
The purpose of this paper was to study
communication mode and noun acquisition in

Khon Kaen School for the Deaf.

Subject and method

The sixty four subjects, most of whom came
from low socioeconomic backgrounds, were deaf
students studying in grades I-Il in the Khon Kaen
School for the Deaf in 1992. All subjects, were
between the ages of 7 and 14 years, had a hearing
loss of 85 decibels or more (three frequency average)
and had not multiple disorders. Only twenty percent
of these students had hearing aids : 10 percent
were residential students and most of them used
hearing aids for an average time of 8 hours/day (in
the class), the rest of them lived at home with their
families and used hearing aids most of time. Total
communication is the primary and sign language is
supplementary communication mode in the school.

Inner language was evaluated first to
exclude the multiple disorders because the deaf
children had normalcy of perceptual and conceptual
functioning and usually reveal good inner language
but multiple disordered children do not (9). The sixty-
four subjects, who passed an inner language test,
were tested in receptive, expressive language and
nouns. The tests of receptive and expressive
language were applied from Myklebust (9). The
test composed of models of real objects because

the production of speech or symbolic gestures
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was significantly better with real objects than with
picture. The test of nouns was a test which |
established to find the language ability in common

nouns of normal children in Khon Kaen (10, 11).

Results

Receptive communication mode

The results of this study indicated that the
majority of receptive communication mode was
sign (90.63%) followed by a combination of speech
reading and audition (7.81%), and only speech

reading (1.56%) (Figure 1).

speech reading
and audition

speech reading 7.81%

sign

90.62%

Figure 1 Receptive communication mode
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Expressive communication mode
The data showed that the deaf used sign
as the main expressive communication mode followed

by a combination of sign and speech. (Figure 2).

sign and specch

37.5%

sign

62,5%

Figure 2 Expressive communication mode

Noun

The finding indicated that the deaf acquired
common nouns in both receptive and expressive
language. All of them could receive every common
noun (100%) and expressed most of them (96.88-
100%) which showed as Table |

Noun| Animal Thing Fiood and Colour
Mode Vegetable
Reception 100% 100% 100% 100%

Expression|  100% 96.88-100% | 98.16-100% | 96.88-100%

Table |. Data of noun acquisition

Discussion

The results found that the majority of the
deaf (93.63%) received language by sign and only
five deaf children (7.81%) received language by
combination of speech reading and audition. [t
indicated that most of the deaf used sign for recep-
tive communication mode and supported the

previous study (7,12). There were 20% of them

who had hearing aids and all of them did not always
used them. So they did not use residual hearing
projectively and could not use audition to be in the
receptive mode alone because deaf students might
have directed attention mainly to the signed
components which contributed to the poor listening
and speech reading. In addition most of the
subjects, from a lower socioeconomic status might
have fower academic achievement and both parents
and teachers tend to use sign language more often
than speech, so these deaf children received sign
language easier than others (8).

Forty deaf children (62.5%) used sign as
expressive communication mode and the rest
(3.5%) used combination of sign and speech for
expression. it indicated that all of them used sign
as primary and oral as supplementary communication
mode. Non verbal communication is the first system
which emerges in all children and continues for an
entire lifespan. Most of the deaf children had no
hearing aids, they could not use residual hearing
projectively. So it was as a compensatory mechanism,
they were more likely to employ sign language for
reception and expression. This finding supported
Christensen's study (12).

According to noun acquistion, all of the deaf
children received every common nouns and most of
them (96.88-100%) could name them correctly. It
might be concluded that they acquired common
nouns ; The number of nouns which the children
received was more than they expressed, this finding
is like the acquisition of normal children (13,14).

The results of this study showed that most
deaf children favoured the use of sign language as
the primary communication mode, and Oral/Aural,
speech reading, audition as supplementary commu-
nication modes, aithough Total Communication is
the policy of the deaf school. Because several
factors are responsible for communication of deaf

children, there could be usage of residual hearing;
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hearing aids; teacher's communication; the time of
hearing aid usage, verbal instruments of communi-
cation, and specific instructions (3,7) etc. Lack of
these positive factors would not help the deaf to
use Total Communication.

The deaf children should have been
encouraged to acquire verbal or Total Communi-
cation mode as soon as possible. It depends on the
policy of the school, government, and legistative
developments. fortunately, new legislation of abnor-
mat people in Thailand which may help the deaf
children has more chance to develop a communi-

cation mode and to be supported by facilities.
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