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Abstract

This paper gives a review of the major issues on the
subject of psychiatric malpractice for psychiatrist and
general practitioner. Elements necessary to support
malpractice claims were examined along with the ethical
considerations. Historically, the psychiatric law suits
in Thailand were infrequent. But the affects upon doctor-
patient relationship due to socio-economic changes, stress
laid on the patient’s rights and increasing public aware-
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ness of medical information, will cause the emergence of
malpractice suits by the near future. The malpractice
consists of misdiagnosis of psychiatric disorder, negligent
use of treatments, sexual activity between patients and
therapists, negligent failure to prevent suicidal act and
harming others, breach of confidentiality, negligence in
supervision, abandonment, lack of informed consent. The
author discusses the meanings and interpretations of
each negligence and gives the suggestions to prevent
prosecution of claim which is the responsibility of the
doctors to exercise their professional duty, legal duty and

ethical duty to the patients.
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