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Background and Objective: The Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities Act, B.E.2550 set guidelines
for physicians who have responsibility for diagnosis
and assessment of persons with physical disability.
But, the Doctor of Medicine and related health
professional education programs give little
importance to this issue. Therefore, this research was

designed to study medical students’ knowledge
diagnosis and assessment of physical
disability and their attitude toward physical
disability.

Method: This was a descriptive cross-sectional study.
Informants were 45 6th year medical students from

levels

3 network schools of the Faculty of Medicine,
Naresuan University including: Phrae, Phichit &
Somdejphrajaotaksinmaharaj. The study was carried
out in the 2019 academic year. The instrument was
a questionnaire designed by the researcher.
Descriptive statistics used were frequency,
percentage, mean and S.D.

Result: The response rate was 88.64% (39 of 45
medical students returned the questionnaire), and
64.10% had learned about disability assessment skills.
The students knowledge on diagnosis and assessment
of physical disability was mostly at the moderate
level (69.23%). Experience in rehabilitation medicine
andknowledge of the Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities Act were significantly related to
the students knowledge of diagnosis and assessment
of physical disability. Medical students’ attitudes
toward persons with physical disability included:
disabled persons had equal rights to others (94.88%),
were groups who should receive social opportunities
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(58.97%) and were patients who needed treatment
(43.58%), respectively.

Conclusion: Most medical students had moderate
knowledge on diagnosis and assessment of physical
disability and had positive attitudes towards persons
with disabilities.
improve their curriculum to promote professional skills
and knowledge in this area.

However, medical schools should

Key words: Assessment of Physical Disability; Medical
Student; Rehabilitation Medicine
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