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Abstract

Conservative treatment is the mainstay for osteoporotic vertebral fractures in patients without indications for
surgery. However, evidence from clinical practice remains inconclusive. This article aimed to collect current
evidences relevant to conservative treatment approaches. We conducted a comprehensive search for high-quality
evidences published between 2010 and the present in top-tier journals in order to discuss issues related to the
details of each treatment protocol. Bed-rest has been shown effectiveness in controlling pain and reducing the
progression of vertebral collapse and kyphosis, especially among patients with poor prognostic MRI findings.
However, determining the appropriate duration of bed-rest remains a subject of debate. It should be evaluated on
a case-by-case basis, with the goal of providing sufficient pain control while minimizing the risk of complications
from prolonged immobilization. Bracing has shown positive clinical outcomes and safety. Evidence showed that bracing
improved spinal stability, muscular strength, and functional outcomes. Although routine bracing is not generally
recommended, it may be considered for certain patients depending on individual circumstances. Specific
radiographic and MRI findings have been associated with conservative treatment failure, such as the progression
of collapse, pseudarthrosis, kyphotic deformity, and neurologic impairment. Clinicians should be aware of
identifying these factors and may opt for more aggressive treatments when monitoring patients with such factors.
The evidence from clinical practice regarding the conservative treatment of osteoporotic vertebral fractures
is inconclusive. Nonetheless, the treatment objective is to alleviate pain, improve quality of life, and reduce
disability. Effective management can ensure that patients receive the most appropriate treatment with

maximum efficiency and safety.

Keywords: conservative treatment, osteoporotic vertebral fracture, OVCF
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amiznszgndundsguinidunnizunsndeuiinulsves
Tugifinnenszgnigu Usssnunmsilugiifiengunnnii 50 ¥
vilan flgtifinisalvesnnensegnduvdguinainlsansegn
wyugeedonas 25-50' Taewdufilfeatriumssnuiussuna
Jewaz 30-40 Inerudugiienszgndundguiianlse
nsggamsuvialangsie 1.4 dws1e” Fevaddndudigmmg
assniguiiddiasssulssmauaslaniihdsfaddden
Aaeengagiafudy wenwmiennmsinwilsansygnngueda
fuszansam msguasnwinnznszgndundsguiifivne
aulugilhousiazseanmnsavilifiheldsunmssnuiivasnde
wariszAnsnm vanidesnsridaluseilidniu Jadu
Usslomideraszuummsnguuaziasughanilussdugania
IRUIRRE

The German Society for Orthopaedics and Trauma
(DGOU) WwtsUssnnmserusveansygnamasnisansygningu
PuANEYNSYURITEINIEAN (morphology) eaniiu 5 wuy
(osteoporotic fractures classification : OF classification 1-5)°
(3U7 1) uazliduuziuuimanisinulunsdazussian
TnglinzguuunnugulsaIntadesie q fe anuuznseun
UDINTEYN ANUMUIMULVDINTEYN BINTUIAUALATILAINTD
Tunsindeulmnnendansegnéundagusi saudaanioy
FNeLarANULdwIaUin’ uUsenaunsiiansundi
AITliNIssnwILuUeysnYliey wie Aslasunisnidn
Fauumnailldsuanuieulunguasunngnsegndunds
DEIUNINANY

nssnwsuveusneden Wuwwimanmssnwmdnlu
fteilinudestvaansinga Usznaudenisinyiaims
Uaneenslden nisliuewin (bed rest) msinmenminda
(physiotherapy) n1sldgunsaingsnienieuen (bracing) wag
fodlinisinwilsanszgnngumugluie ogalsiniu Gelud
toasuidaauisfiuwumsmsinuildsunsonsulmiiu
UINTFIUVBINITINWILAALID Inelan1gszesiiaInisin
wouNn wazAulusEansamvenisidaunsalngsnie
a1Buan unAuEsadigaUsrasdifiosausauvdngiu
BeUszdnuiifetesiuuumisnsinuuuveysnyiouly
Uaqtu

n15lviuaunn (Bed rest)

A.A. 2011 awaudasunndeaslsUandvaseiusn,
(American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons: AAQS)
Iwugihunmansujoalunmsinwiuueysnellenainndn
FuLiaUszdny’ aswusidinisliueuinidudaufon
(strength recommendation) ﬁdﬁmﬁiﬁmﬁﬂwﬂmﬁ%ay%’ﬂﬁ
flgudnsa egrelsionu navewmdnguanauidvegluseiv
Alaifidoaguiiunidn uwdnwfiamly uwmdesslstand
Aasuwnndnszgndundaunagvinudniivuinanisiueuin

Aumnanaituseniy %{uagjﬁ’w%wmaﬂﬁﬂummzamuwmma
wiazwsis Tnefuuamisiivannvanedausnislfuousinegng
\33ASA (absolute bed rest) luaudsnishiuwugdlviueauiin
¥30 activity as tolerated 1a8 nanfe TiEtaeindeuln
wazindeudnesengldianiienuaueinsisesiiieli
Fuudn

A.A. 2018 Abe warAME® F1891UNAYRILINITTNY
Ftheifinnznszgndundwinguianlsansegangy 154 51
Taomsiugthodrdnuuuudtashilsmenuaieliuewin
9819LA39A3A (absolute bed rest) 1utian 2 §Ua1vi nanafe
TiuewinuuissnasanasuluiwaesulseniueImis
wazn13uane laglidUisanunsandnasuasdavuiies
uazUSuuiestuld 20-30 sam warnslfermugueInis
Uan mevida 2 dnnsi lefflhefionnisuinanaslitesndn
Yovag 50 FaliFmhmeniwiideluvinduasduiiouims
néuileuasnsadeulmldlungunsainganienisuan
Uewett brace) wuishsinsindeniafuilaans ade
Tulen fovar 12.9 waghifanzunsndeufisuusesainnis
Thusurinetaasandadanan edamudiisouasy 24
dai Sidmsnszgnideninesay 79 Tinszgnieunin
(delayed union) 16 31 uagdswuimsguiaiadusnnni
5 9471 (5° of vertebral instability) :MnAM3sdveInsegniu
nasluvnguieuiisuduvitueu (dynamic lateral plain
radiographs) Wagn1swuanwue confined high intensity
Tunwideduauuwingn (T2-weighted MRI) (3Ul 24)
Huthadoidesomainnmenszgnideufndludtaonguil

A.A. 2022 Funayama WasAny’ $1891UNANTTSNEN
e 116 18 fldFumssnvnuuiitsludieusuwinidu
szezhan 2 dUand WSsuieuiudildsueyaeliiadonuln
suMeld 108 5798 WU 8RTINUITUNITHIRRNIENAS
nasnwuuueysnEloueansisnstliunneistuee el
Todaymaadia (p=0.06) widlofiasantudiinudnuaizns
wernsailsadilifvesnisnuainamidadeauisusivan
(MR)) wuingfiiueusinesu 2 &Uasi fdnsimssfeadhsusiin
ilesanernisuanlaidtu desnindillaldueuinedied
tfoddty (p=0.02) uenanifmunisifnnzgniundgush
Ny (vertebral collapse progression) f® qu&haﬁaaaz
20.9 Tunguiilailsiuewiin snnninnguitusuinasu 2 dUaw
Faguinasiesay 6.4 egnsildedAymeadi (p<0.001)
wazwuinnguitliliusuindsnsnnisiinmnuiingy Ae
fiuailis (kyphotic angle) Wiy 8.8 psrnunnINguTiuou
#inasy 2 Unidediyaliafutudios 24 osm ogad
Woddgynneada (p<0.001) Wuleaiu egslsinu nsiia
AzunINdeuaINnITuBUTn Snnszgniliendn uaz
arwansolunslidindszsifuniondnisnyiaiadu
lailfunnsrsfuszarinagiaefsaoingy Ssagudnisliiae
fifitadeidss aaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂwms localized high signal taz diffuse
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low signal Tunw T2-weighted MRI (E‘U‘Vi 2A uag 2D)
uauRNWIY 2 dUasi mmiaﬁdwamé’mwmiquﬁaL‘ﬁ'mﬁu
voansEaNAUNALla

lefinsanlushussssnanfivansauiiosliiheusy
WavuLRgedadinuaInuale ?Tuﬁ’uu%umaal,wiaxﬂizm&
FnwaurnsdsauuassuvasIsaguiiuanaeiy s2lude
WIMTUURveIUNNG, Snuaen1seURITeINTEgNaUnAY
anminame sasruiumnsnatuvesiiiousiazsne Tud aa.
2022 Cho uagay® T8NUNaNSANYIRUIE 134 918 WUl
oRmmuiingl 12 dUani nsligitheusuinidunan 3 Ju
MeNRINISngUMYeINITEYNFUNAT 8nIN1siinn1se U
wilsiumnsnafugiueuinui 7 fu uesildasmsifianne
uwnsndoudilaiuandnetu uenamndl Kim way Cho’ Sawut
Tuffigniedeulmiinsegusndasioomsuanitu fsn
nsfianELnINdouIINAERafes liun 91NN
fosdn ownslildes adoufuy wavsoumanitodulosn
FiuouinuuAsannnin 1 duaniogreiiddfgmnaaia
(p<0.05) Imshiwummmesiwuaqmil,ﬁmmiquﬁuﬁm%u
nafinduvasm Cobb wazansun defnnugiheviaes
nauluuu 6 Wou JsaguinnisiftneBuedoulmsanie
Tusgeziia1dusing a1u150928andnsIn1sinnie
uwnsndeuldegnaaonsielneifnsnensallsalsiunnseiu

namlagagUluvsziiuFesnisliueuindiusslovl
lumunisauateINstin waziindnguitenativanlonid
Aansggndundsguiafiudu deludruaugaazyy
kyphotic lnawavnglusedisiannudesainnisithdenennsal
Tseiilaifannniw MRI egndlsfiou Useifuiesszeznanlss
upuindsaaduiionides ilesnndslufindngrudeusedng
aunmgsiilidoazulduudn Janisiasanszozaiivans
auvesfineidusien U welfannsamuaueinisuanlsiies
wauaryuriielfuainisadesiunisiinnizunsndau
nnsusuinfssdussaznaunuiuly (@gundngrud
Usednsiieates luassedi 1)

nsldgunsaingentenieuen (bracing)
nsldgunsalngsmemeuen liiasiduwuuis (soft)
visouuuuds (rigid) Wuniduuumenisinwiusnilaunas
fiagunndonslsUindvatanin’ nduusihlunsinumaie
nszgndundsguinnlsanseganguLUUEsUNduLaT A
Beuwdu fgasvasdfe ieusamermsunnnmaadonln
nsggndunds yilvgtasansaedeulmsienigldfgu o
waziiledaiudnsinisifeufinvesnszgn anudngiu
\Beuseandlutiagiu Silifiounsaingauuulanuundsiidy
mmgmﬁﬁﬁqﬂu{]wﬁu agMIANYINUI NIEgNaUNas
aunsaidendndulfioaslefanafivsnzaulsiiegldgunsel
wegeguenNuIoluAnIN Murata wazans'” Wuln §n51
nsidoufnvesnsegndundsegifosay 54 finan 2 \ieu

waniutudulonas 88 flszpriia 6 Wou mevdimain
nszgndundsyud uiaengaldaunsainganieusn nawRN
narly 2 Weundusumsdnwudafin

f.A. 2020 Hofler uag Jones™ $189UNANTNUNIU
155unssuegradussuu (systematic review) WU
UszAvBamuesnislégunsaiviiniy (soft brace) waguda
(rigid brace) laiunnsinefiu wagdamuingunsaluinfaudauuy
Tawnfin (dynamic semirigid brace) Winans3nwniinn rieid
brace Tuldvain1sane1n1suUan (visual analogue scale)
fazliul Oswestry disability index (ODI) fina1 aensiliedfgy
(p<0.05) agslsfiny SelaiflnAdeiidamnmemdngugs
Busunasenanilutiigtu uenanidutn lunguiiiienns
Uannnisigldsumsinsuuuoyindieuduiudi deldsu
nsiasuANRdssien1sdaduudidluulnsansegn
Fundailguia (kyphoplasty) ausnane1nsUanldnty
ot aiifddy (p<0.05) Tnsanzluraniatssosduil
1 dUansi fe 1 1oy Menaasunssny

Jofiansavesnisldgunsainganientsuen fe
anufvadenisifnmstiovesniuniaidesanmslalldldan
Wuszeznanu ilvisidweandunioanas o1avhlian
anandlosdldinetu ogilsfiniy kweh uazans™ B0
Han13Y systematic review WieAnwrnameiuinasans
wazemsnseddnludiiinssgndundsguiainlsansegn
wyuilifimnuAnunAvesszuulszam waslidnwaznisgush
Wby OF 1-3 aun1suusvlinrednsegndundsgudi
¥94 DGOU nui1 navesnsidgunsainganenisuenaiase
°U"Jsﬁﬂﬁ’mmﬁummaﬂﬂiz@ﬂé’uuﬁa (spinal stability)
diunntu efinsanainyy kyphosis Arndn faausung
9938767 (postural stability) muudeuswweindaiionds
(back extensor) uavndnanilevtiwios (abdominal flexor)
wintu vlasiionismasddniidninguiilsidgunsal
wgsnenteuen Lidnegldaunsalvin rigid vie semirigid
finu Wedgunsaingsnieaeuen Taslanizwila dynamic
semirigid brace annsntaevilnduioudusuasrhay
¥AtunnisesnisrevauemsinamansusssruuUsvam
wazndaile (biomechanical feedback loop)

nuangudeUsyansluthguasulad nsldgunsal
weamMenouenlinamsinwImenadndia faudasndiogs
warilnnzunsndeutios egelstinnu msuuztildlugday
ynswenadesiansandadesudy 4 suaaumsaldediviun
wansnaiueanty
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A19199 1 wiangnudalsedineiiieatedluwsasiuimnianising

= ya g e e AUNINYBN
9
nakrica T UNANUN 23819 d3UNan153Y .
nangIu*
Bed rest Funayama, et al.” 2022 J Bone Joint MMSAUBUNN 2 §UAY HI8andnsIng B2
Surg Am Hdntugfinin MRI 1Uaduidege uag
YIAANTYURILAZA kyphotic
V0INTENAUNAILA
Cho, et al.® 2022 Asian Spine J nshiueuiin 3 Ju vilinseandundsgy B3
sisldunnsnsiugfiveuin 1 dUam
waziinnmgunsndeuliunnanaiy
Kim wag Cho’ 2022 Korean J astiuaunlaiy 1 @i Treann1iy B3
Neurotrauma WNSNFOUIINAITUBURALAES WazyITlH
nszgndunAsguiuagLingy kyphotic 1l
KANANNINATTIALBUWNLIUNIN 1 dUAW
Abe, et al.t 2018 Arch Asksauin (absolute bed rest) lu B3
Osteoporos. Tsaneua 2 dUai Saudasndie way
AANNEUNINGIUIINATUOURALAEIRN
Bracing  Kweh, et al.”® 2021 Global Spine J  n1sld orthoses aeLiial spinal stability, Al
anysl kyphotic, Ll postural stability
MnANLLTuswaanauilondouay
wiwies vhlndeniseatindndngnlulald
Hofler wag 2020 World Neurosurg  §dliifindngiunaunmgeiusdin rigid B1
Jones™ brace Tnan155nwAnIT soft brace
wazrn1skild brace
Rzewuska, et al.!" 2015 Eur Spine J A5kd orthoses YrutiNANULT LI Al
nauLllaback extensor way abdominal
flexor, diugs, aussnnnden (vital
capacity) WagAnuAnAIneEildyd Ay
Pfeifer, et al."’ 2011 Am J Phys Med  n1sld orthoses 918an91n15U70 AW Al
Rehabil ynwan1w (disability ua self-care) Lo
niwnladlalaegafidudeiy
*ANINYIINANF Y
A Al systematic review or meta-analysis of randomize-controlled, clinical trials
A2 a well-designed, randomize-controlled, clinical trial
B B1 systematic review of non-randomized, controlled clinical trials
B2 a well-designed, non-randomized, controlled clinical trial
B3 cohort, case control analytic studies
B4 case series
@ descriptive studies, fair-designed, controlled clinical trial
D consensus, expert opinion
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N33R
wamanslieuduiawuuduiulanuausuuss
19301M13Un Muduuzihvesesdniseudelan ieldle
UszAvBamuesenfiuangan wazlauvasndoainnislésu
wadaAesweeiitesiian Usznousie nislienguitlly
opioid Tneuugilwldeutsniauiililvaiiososs (NSAIDs)
delsifideralusefiviauuuliguuss Waudsnslfendgu
opioid Tusefiflennsuinguuse ognslsfinnu navesnsly
#1nqu opioid kay non-opioid §lifivdnguiBelsedng
FdmauidludvesUssavinmuasnadhafedunssnuame
nszgndunagumaInlsansegnngu’
dolilannsomuauemstanldhensliuivnuuy
FuUsemu 91aRsUESNAIBEILAaTINGY Tnawuzinld
Sunelutudl 0-5 aewdafionnts® esannnuinend
ﬂizawﬁmwhé’mmiammmiﬂmﬁﬁlu{{ﬂmﬂiz@ﬂé’wé’a

o

gusirainlsansegnnsukuudeundy egslsinudalad
VANFIUBIUTEINGUANIANILUANAIITENTNTTNITUTINTEN
femsniuayn wiedadinduieludunisanenisuan
aghslsinu Sefidefiansantuiusnuazdodninlunislie

I282Y1INNE tachyphylaxis

N1309NMNEIN"Y

\deo1nsvannianas Rarsanninignmiada
wietuaninsranedasnsoontidinisainsanuuduse
(strengthening) 8awiBen (stretching) wazUSuauna vim1a
IHunzan (balance wavposture) mauslugieszezusn
annsateliensuaramnndinatueeeidedfy
oglsfiny msihseTiegislnddaedestulaliiAnns
Suduazamzunsndeusy 9 Tnsaniludas 3 Weunds
innenIEgnaUNa LU

uon9ndl msliueaiBen ndud wegnisinuilsn
nszqmgu A dyuardndusionihmuglufumssnm
AmgnsEgndundsgui eleuaemnuuiusswoansegn
anlenanisiianszgnadunagumuaznszgninanlsanszgn
wyuiidunisdy q iedostunisiinnzunsndauain
Tsanszgnugulildanniian
dnunziiwuannnwiedidadeiidinadennudumaiva
nssnwnuvaysnuilieu

msfisandnuurnsguivensygndundsiunnemg
miludUigusiazsny 919aU150%I8AINNNTAINAYBINTTINK
wuveyineieuld etielunsdndulauasviduugiiiiog
Aeatunaennsallsauasuuamanssnilugtassedu q

U p.A. 2005 Sugita wazamg'’ lauUsUssANYDY
nszgndundsguinaudnuaziinuanameaiedsdvinlateral
wuIanueade swelled-front, bow-shaped Wag projecting
type (gﬂﬁ 3D 3E war 3F) dnifinnsgusireunlunenas

Tuwaizdl concave uay dented type (3U17i3B waz 30C)
fmennsollsauazdnsinszgnideumniifiniy

U A.m. 2011 Tsujio uazAme” Anwidnuaenizan
dundaguimnam T-2weighted MRI wuinanwade confined
high intensity wag diffuse low intensity (gﬂﬁ 2A uay 2D)
\uilafeidesianisiinnznszgnldn (nonunion) il
Wisuwisuiu diffuse high intensity wag confined low
intensity (E‘U'ﬁ' 2B uag 20)

U a.A. 2014 Kanchiku wazamue™ WUdWLﬁaﬁmz@ﬂ
Fuvdsgusidutinuning vide total type (Uil 4A) Tunmw
T-1weighted MR Hutladeidesdenisiinnznsegnlaifo
1NNINTEYNYUAIUIIN central, inferior, superior, anterior
kag posterior type (gﬂ‘ﬁ 4B 4C 4D 4E uay 4F)

U a.A. 2014 Omi uagAuz® Anwidnwugnszgn
dundsgudiainain STIR Tu MRI wudn dnwade linear black
signal area Wag homogenous high signal change (Eﬂﬁ 5A
uaz 5D) ﬁé“mmiz@,m%amam, 43 kyphosis kgndn1sny
non-linear black signal area &z homogenous high signal
change (E‘Uﬁl 5B wag 5C)

A.A. 2018 Muratore hagAME'® S1BUNANITNUNIU
5s0unsIUegdusTUL (systematic review) wuintadeides
YRIMAANANUAUMAIVRIN TSN UV ETeN nafe
ﬁmiquﬁuﬁwﬁu%ﬂmz@ﬂﬁuwﬁﬂ (vertebral collapsed
progression) NsAagUlinduveINsEeNdunas (kyphotic
deformity) L'ﬁaLfJu%’aﬁm%mﬂummuzﬁw@ﬂw uay
onlinmsinvidegnldesenniunntudedanugiae
udnutadeainan laun

1. An3eEitady (plain radiographs) Wudnuwu;

(1) nsggndundsguiiuuy swelled-front,
bow-shaped uag projecting AMHNTHUIUTLLANNNTYURIYDY
NS¥ANFUNAIYRY Sugita WagAms' (gﬂﬁ 3D 3E Way 3F)

(2) Msyuiaunnnitfesas 15 ¥8ANNEUes
ns¥ANFUNAY (vertebral height loss)

(3) 3 kyphotic sagfusnnndi 10 o

(4) Intravertebral vacuum cleft #58 Kummell’s
sign

(5) ns¥pAMEeEIUENABLEIY U (thoracolumbar
fracture)

(6) ARFULINA13LURI (Mid column damage)

(7) WilaPuMAsyue (posterior wall damage)

2. Mwitadurduusingn (MR) nudnwoe;

(1) Intravertebral vacuum cleft 38 Kimmell’s
sign

(2) T1-weighted MRI WUSNWUY;

i, MSYUMLUL total type fractures™® (E‘U‘ﬁl ap)

ii. Intravertebral air
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(3) T2-weighted MRI WUdNYY;
i. Confined high intensity area" (E‘U‘Vi 2A)
ii. Diffuse low intensity area" (gﬂﬁ 2D)
(@) 2 STIR WUdnwe;
i. Linear black signal area® (§1J17'1' 5A)
i. Non-homogenous high signal change™ (5U

i 5D)

Ul 1 msudsUszinnvesnsegndundsguiininlsansegn
NIULUYU OF classification i The German Society for
Orthopaedics and Trauma (DGOU); OF 1 : bone bruise, no
vertebral deformation, OF 2 : deformation of an endplate
with no or only minor involvement of the posterior wall
(<1/5), OF 3 : deformation of the endplate with distinct
involvement of the posterior wall (=1/5), OF 4 : involvement
of both endplates and the posterior wall, OF 5 : failure

of the anterior or posterior tension band

A. confined high intensity  B. diffuse high intensity

C. confined low intensity D. diffuse low intensity

E. normal intensity

Ul 2 dnuaizvoanszgndundguinanlsanszgnwguain
AW T2-weighted MRI; A: confined high intensity, B: diffuse
high intensity, C: confined low intensity, D: diffuse low
intensity, E: normal intensity (97198991NNTUUIANWEUE VDS

nsrndunaIUmIAINlIANTEANNIUYeY Tsujio kazAmz™)

DE}E}’

A. Normal type B. Cmvetype c. Dented type
. Swelled-front E Bowshaped F. Projecting type
type

U7l 3 miu,‘u'wﬁzmwuaaﬂiz@ﬂé’uué’qquﬁ’mmisﬂ
NIEANNIUIINANA8TdYIlateral A: normal type, B:
concave type, C: Dented type, D: Swelled-front type, E:
Bow-shaped type, F: Projecting type (8198431nA15WUS
UszlnnveansegndunAsyufINLIANTERNNTUYRY Sugita
uazAns')

SUPERIOR

~wipmngy!
Q=7

A. Total type

B. Central type

1 [l

C.Inferior type D.5Superiortype
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