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Abstract

When discussing medications for the treatment of peptic ulcers, uncomplicated gastric ulcers, complica-
tions of gastric ulcers, or gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), the commonly used and widely accepted class
of drugs is proton pump inhibitors (PPIs). However, there are some limitations and potential side effects associated
with PPIs for certain patients. Currently, new classes of drugs are being developed, such as potassium-competitive
acid blockers (P-CABs). vonoprazan (VZN) is a drug within the P-CABs category that was approved in Japan in
2014 and became available for use in Japan in 2015. It was approved in Thailand in 2018, for the treatment and
prevention of conditions caused by excessive gastric acid secretion. VZN is primarily metabolized by CYP3A4,
which differs from PPIs that are primarily metabolized by CYP2C19. Therefore, VZN can cause adverse effects in
patients with abnormalities of CYP3A4. When comparing other aspects, VZN has several advantages, including
acid resistance and a longer duration of action, as well as effectiveness in treating GERD. The effectiveness of
VZN in triple therapy, used in combination with antibiotics to assess the eradication rate of Helicobacter pylori
(H. pylori) and the treatment of gastric ulcers, has shown favorable results. Additionally, in patients who smoke,
VZN does not affect the eradication rate of H. pylori and demonstrates safety with side effects comparable
to those of PPIs.

Keywords: peptic ulcers, complications of stomach ulcers, gastroesophageal reflux disease, H. pylori, vonoprazan
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