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Abstract
Backeround and objectives: Pneumonia is a major cause of hospitalization, and comorbidities are an important

component in determining medical costs under the diagnosis-Related Groups (DRGs) reimbursement system.
However, empirical evidence remains limited regarding the structural role of comorbidities in influencing
inpatient medical costs among pneumonia patients, as well as the potential for developing medical cost
prediction models in the context of community hospitals. This study aimed to analyze the factors influencing
inpatient treatment costs among pneumonia patients and to compare prediction models for medical costs in
the community hospital setting.

Methods: This retrospective analytical cross-sectional study used data from 874 hospitalized pneumonia patients
obtained from the hospital information system of a community hospital in southern Thailand during 2020-2024.
Associations between variables and medical costs were examined using multiple linear regression. Three
prediction models were developed and compared: Linear Regression (LR), Support Vector Machine (SVM), and
Neural Network (NNET).

Results: The average treatment cost was 25,222 Thai baht. The multiple linear regression model explained
approximately 50.0% of the variance in treatment costs (R? = 0.50). Chronic respiratory comorbidities, particularly
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and asthma, were significantly associated with treatment costs as
modifiers of baseline cost levels. In contrast, bacterial or viral infection status was the principal driver of costs
within a single episode of care. Among the three prediction approaches, the linear regression model demonstrated
the best predictive performance and showed substantially greater consistency than both SYM and NNET.
Conclusions: Comorbidities exert a contextual influence on treatment costs among pneumonia patients by
increasing the complexity of care rather than serving as the primary determinant of cost. Linear models appear
to be the most appropriate approach for cost prediction in community hospitals. These findings may provide

empirical evidence to support further development of the DRGs system in Thailand.

Keywords: pneumonia, comorbidity, predictive modeling
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Teyadse (Feway 0) wazdiAn R? Inalfssiulusedu
nsiiiudeya¥esay 20, 30 uaz 40 (R? = 0.494, 0.493
LAY 0.493 Mmudfy) vaiiLuuTIans NNET uans

aussauzifuuUsnnng Tnedien R2 Wity 0.334 Tusesu
Yoyasds uazanaunde 0.197 luszdunisiiindoya
Youaz 20 Aoufesiiuudy 0.320 Tuszdudesas 30
otn9lsfinn Tusgdunafindoyaiosas 40 dn R2
anaIRYNTALUAGBLNEY 0.040 EIMSULUUTIEDY SVM
wuansanensaialdaslalusssufineudisiuay
flauasinauesosasuwnan LR Tnsfien R2 Wiy 0.435
lusgAudayadse uaslAn R? aglutae 0.423-0.424
Tusgfunisuiudeyaienas 20-30 euazanaudnios
Ju 0.407 Tusgfunsiiiuteyaiesas 40 (Ul 3)

AsssulfisuaussausvasuuuTIIaaIn1sneInsal
Aldaelun1ssnerweruna
AUTIOULVBIMUUTRRINSNENsalA e lunis
SnwangruragUislenuinuuye testing dataset
TgUseiunioan MAE, RMSE kay R2 1UIN WUUI1a8d
waana TEuA LR, NNET uag SVM flaussausiumnanaiy
stsdataulunnsziuvesnsfiuteya (U7 4)

Model == Linear == NNET == SWM
Level 1: Real (0%) Level 2: +20% Level 3: +30% Level 4: +40%
RZ=0.491 R2=0.4%4 RZ=0.483 R?=0.493

Predicted cost (Baht)

9

10 11 12 7T 8 9 10 M

12

Ieaur]

13NN

WAS

78 9 10 11 12

Actual cost (Baht)

5U% 3 nsilSeuiiigumsiuedSnvineua

Model =% Linear =8 NNET =-#= SVM

MAE
0.5

R2 RMSE

04

=1
5]
=]

03

02

Metric value

=1
.
o

01

0—-"'__.—’—‘

[ —

0% +20%  +30%  +40% 0%

+20%

0.80
0.75
0.70

065

.__——o—o-—'""

P—

0.60

+30%  +40% 0% +20%  +30%  +40%

5UN 4 Yszdvsnavesimuuumavihneasnwimeruialudiuves testing dataset
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Aaa

wuudnaed LR uansaussausiangauaziaiy
\efiosgaiigalunnsefuvesnisiindeya sl MAE
LAz RMSE sitgaileifisufunuudaesdu wagen R2
aglusziugauazAsuinansfinaontaswesmsiiudeya
(Uszunu 0.49-0.50)

wWuUd1ae9 SVM nuddlaussaussesan lnede
MAE wag RMSE genin LR 1éntey usidseglusedud
Aouthensiiileifindoya vazdien R2 wa SYM agluzng
Uszanal 0.41-0.43 waziuunlihianandnifosiilewiia
Joyaludesay 40.0

wuus1a9 NNET uansaussnugiisnninuagiini
FuuUsgefian Tnefldn MAE wag RMSE gsnituuudnaes
Juoghadaian uariuuliufsdudlessiunafiudoya
astu Tasiamgluszdufesar 40.0 uonanil A R2
¥94 NNET dpnuliiatiesegnauiiuladn lnsanaseenawn
Tusgfunsiiadeyags

3150l
NAN1SIATIZBNSNAYRlIATIUARA [FIne
nsfnuiliinguszasdussnsusniitotinse
ANNduNuSsErIetdadeauUseannsAans 1sasau
LazHadNSNswmEUatuAildeauelunsinem
neruagtielulsavenuidluviunvedlsaneuiaguu
HANTIATIZANANBFLUS (Mmultivariate analysis) WU

WUUINABsENNSaesUIBANNLUSUTIUTBIA LT ela

Uszana $evay 50.0 Jefiodregluseiuiimeladmsy
FoyarunuanuInsaseisindnisuaniaauuitunuas
fiauudsusiuegs lnsagvieuialddielunsinumiae
vanuniliilignimunlastadeladadondafiosdis
wilfunavesufdutusszninsdnumuznisiniie

ANugdudouvesUiy uarlsasiuniegiiiu aennaes

U

ada

fUNTOUKLIANAULATYSAIARN TAVNINUALTTINGINS
AATIAFUYUUINITFVAIN [13-15]

unumvedlsnsa (comorbidities) Faduunuman
Y8IN5ANY NaansatiuayuinlsaTidninanoainwm
weunaludnuuz eIV U U U (baseline
cost modifier) anninsdudiiduindeuduyundn
lnense 1sasiuunavila Ineanie COPD wag asthma
waninNduRusAuA e eg 1l dudAgyn1saia
wvundnswaanmsiineiidafeazeglussiu
Fouteste nadnstavounalnidendinfiaumaausa
nane Tsesaumeszuunmadumeladedainifiuenu

FudouvainisguagUisvonuan wu Anudlulunislyd
POATAU NISLTEVLIENARRAL/ARTeER NSIE1TETS
1030 waznsasafnnug SeilrAanislansneins
Wt uuagdunugetudefieutudilimsadudandn
%qaamﬂﬁaqﬁ’wé’ﬂgmmmmﬁ%’aiw’mﬂﬁzwm [5,6]
Fomuaudadesudulunuudiassvesgiuums
Aesrzvivianeminys (multivariate analysis) n3waves
COPD uag asthma seaildneduwiltuanauazaiads
fuszanalddlndanadssinesssuuuniy asiouin
dnsnavadlsasiusemSnwIneualudninadausun
(contextual influence) fivnsusaufutlasenisnaingu
wnninstinuasziufuuedsdase Tefunuis

qwesuelainmelalsasiuzesmanein Wy wimau

anusilafings TselnEess lsavaondonauos wazauis)
Jalduansmnuduiusegaliveddgluwuudnaesaaving
udagiinudrdgmenadn Tnedanudululiimases
Tsamaniign “dein’ fudsianans Wy euguuse
vaalsA sreIaUaulsangIuIa IagURUUNITHe
Felalldmamegluluead uenantd Tuvsunlsmenuia
guru FUheidudouninainlsndauguussinldiunis
deialulsanenuiaseivge dawalidunulu episode
fAntululsameunagueuliiaziounisefunuitaun
paeRLduNINIIgUa JeaenndosiunuAdesuduny
Tulsewmalnewazsnalseine [7,8]

Uadefuanadvinaderinvimeiuiasgiasudn
flando dnuaznsiadouuaiievielhda Feesue
anuuUsUsINvesAldingldganindededueedniau
#3lun1331A312RIULUY univariate analysis wag
N193LAS18% multivariate analysis Naﬁwéﬁfﬂd%ﬁ
bacterial and viral Infection viwthidusunuues
AnuuLTIesnaiisunsinuluudazads sauds
Wulgnimanvesnisldnsneinsnisnisunnd du
mﬂ%’mﬂﬁ%quzaaﬂqm%ﬂ%q MIATIINTINTIIN
ﬁawﬁﬁ’amsm nsdenmisAnatseds uaznisgua
syiuAdingauazingn Suliuesduszneundnueasiuu
Adrelulsavanuin [1,2]

dmiudulsussrinsaans wudn wmakazengy
liiuamsnaidiiusiuenldawegiidoddyiloniunm
Uadusm HaaonadesiuuuAnintadouszansmans
dnfinanealddneuiiklsiInans 1y AN
yaslsAuasNslEnineIns WnnInNsdmalaensase

¢ e

sEAUAUNY [14] nadnslsasviauauvusauves
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wuuiaadlumsuenunumvesladendassanseenann
Uadeendinldegnuluszuy
defansanluvunvesszuunsinsvalweiuy
DRGs fedunuiltlfifuanuimeddassaiisves
Tsaeuayuey nanfe wilsasuwazndussdusznoy
ddaenmsdnnduuasthuindsivg wisumuiifniuass
Taslawiznsdliifanududeunndnuaznsinteuas
Tsasauniessuumela 919g9ndnA1vne danase
UsgAnSnmnsuImssun e e uing diaenados
fundngrudelszdnvlulsenale [7,8]

nswWSeuliisuaussausnIsneInsalanldineszndng
BRTEYELE
NsUsElluANLINETaUUTIaRIUNYRTaYA
yAABUHLUNTI Actual vs Predicted Wagsiadin R&/MAE/
RMSE wuduuudassisanuiiaussauguandieiu
ag1staau lng LR Winarfigauazdanuasiiaiegeiian
Tunnszdvveamaiiindeyailn Tnodidn R? Uszuna
0.49-0.50 8819Asil wazdlen MAE/RMSE snduuudiass
u avveuihlassaivenuduiusvosrltadlutoyatia
Tssweuaguvusluvuilunaidaduaunsaesuig
Iawmuigan SYM Tiaussaugsesasun (R? Ussuim
0.41-0.43) Tagusfazfinnanafosilofindoyaiinlugag
Sosay 20-30 wazazvioudnsninlunissessu
anuduitusiionaliidudaduunsdin undslsianansa
Tinamdenilnadaudulugndoyatd vasf Neural
Network (NNET) LLamamﬁauzﬁwﬁqﬂLLaxﬁmmEfuLLUi
g9 Ing R2 sndtuvudiassdulunnszdu uazanas
otadaaudlovindoyaiinduiesas 40 wienfum MAE/
RMSE figstu asvioutosiavedunaiidudoudeldiu

¥ <]

UoYAVUIAANTIUIUNA TN ANUVAINVIAIULTIA TN

o w

91n0 [14-17]

anEnavasvUIntayafaauTIAULYaUUUTIRDY
wan1sAnwdsusuirunuimvesrundoyade
aussourvsawuuaesldliidududunazunnsineiy
mudnwarvesdanesiiu laglunsddayavuindnis
Ununans 1y doyadiuiu 874 318 Tumsdnwiaded
wuudaes LR finnaldiuie Wesndesnsteyaties
fanulusalalunisiinag wazliaudsasenisiin
overfitting #1031 Tneamzdieldfuusiifianumune

o

WJeranndaay [17,18] Tumnamsaiudny NNET @oans

Teyavunlvgiieisoussuwuuideduden Jadiwuiliy
1383 noise INNNIEIITULlaTaYaTA du SVM
¥ U ¥ <@ Yal ! T
wisesfudayavurndnlafindl NNET uddesoanis
ANUNAINTAIEYRITaYAL BN NUATDULYANITULEN
(hyperplane) agramngay Jelvmaluszauiiunans

Wialassadadeyalaidudounnn [19,20]

wamaammﬁu%’a;&aﬂnﬁm Bootstrap Resampling

nafisidfeyatinhe bootstrap resampling et
ndegndasinn uildldifivanunainvaneves
Toyaeansauna 1osandeyaiilidnsdeegiuyn
Foyaiudunin nansinsgidliifiuil LR uag SYM
Famssnuanuanansalunisduunldluseduiiuinels
wslddoyaiivensse bootstrap resampling aghdlsfna
NNET fuwnlthlvinadnifosasesnsdniauieiivdnd
Yoya bootstrap Iaglanzdiszsy 40% agviouinnaia
fananenaiivedninlunisnaunudeyadse uazea
nszduilam overfitting Tdunntululuinadiflassaths
Fudou [21,22]

deezienitnuaziduleuie
WUUTIA0INITON0DUITNEY (Linear Regression:
LR) Liifigawansaussauslunmsneinsalasnune1una
IgAftanwiniu uissddelfiuieuiiddduanulysda
wagauielunisiny Geilnaaregisdsluiunves
Tsangrunaguruiidoandyiudedifadunineins
JuUsENI LagyAans wuudnaessenanansatiluly
\uedosdleatiuayunisnaunusulszan msums
AU wazn1sinassnsneinseuguanliediau
JUsTIU HansAnHatuayuMENnIS model parsimony
frldiuin wouhassiiflasaiaiouhousaenndos
fudnvazdeya a1ursaldnadnsaiuszansamn
waziafiosniuvuiassidaududougduuiunves
foyavundiin uenanidazsioulisiui madeniuy
F1a09d1miun1stduTINITHTUIANUMNI ZEY
fudeyawazusunnisilulddud Ay uinndinisa
MusERUANILTUToUTeIBane ST BE R [23]

GRL

nsfnwiuandififiui Tsasudanuduiusi
AsnwmeuagUislenuinlulsimetuiayuvy tned
unumluiBaiiuaududouvesnisguanaznisld
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niwe1ns wnnansiludamruasiunundniiesdng
YA WUUT eI IONaRELTNE (Linear Regression:
LR) Tiaussougluniswensaidinwimeuiaiign
dleifisufu SYM uaz NNET agifouiiuuuiiassd
Seudgiavaennaediulasaiadeyaisienamnga
nindmsunistdauluusunlsanenuiaguyy

udsreanisinwdaenislédoyatianad
MNITTUUASAUMATRslIIMENUNAYNYY JsiuarTioy
Auyun1sinwuaznslaninensluaniunisaluinisass
Snsdadenloamsiianeidadenisnadnidfuis
AuATYgAansaunmnelassuy DRGs wasiUSeuiiiey
WUUTIARUTINeINTaINa1e3s vilinani1s@nwiiinaued
feludvirnauazdadons

oedlsfinnu nsfinwniiifesinandeyarinw
wgUIaNTINeIAUTENUL A LB fUs UL AN
UOULTINYIUNIAIALATY LU ANVDITILALLALA1DINT
Felalenihdwdsiuueulsmmeviauswlunisiasei
\lendnidsanisuatsdnsnavesiuusdy Tunsdnw
pdwrielumsuenesszneudunuinaoanainminm
WYIVIATIM WaETiITUTINMAILUTTUNBULT N U
Tun1siiasey ielvinisedureiiadeiifinasesumy
farudaiaudeiy
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