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Background and Objective: Atrial fibrillation (AF) is

the most common arrhythmia after coronary artery
bypass graft surgery (CABG). Posterior pericardiotomy
(PP) was reported to reduce pericardial effusion, AF
trigger, and reduce the length of hospital stay and
hospital costs without significant complications.
Methods: A total of 20 patients, diagnosed as coronary
artery diseases to be treated by an elective or urgency
CABG between August and December 2013, were
randomly divided into two groups; 10 patients received
PP (PP group) and 10 patients did not receive PP
(control group).

Results: The incidence of AF was equal (40% in both
groups). Early pericardial effusion was slightly higher in
the PP group (PP 70%, control 60%; p=1.00). The
incidence of left pleural effusion and pneumonia were
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higher in the PP group than in the control. Moreover,
one patient in the PP group developed perioperative
myocardial infarction (Ml) that required intensive care
with medication. The duration of ICU stay of the PP group
was significantly longer than that of the control group.
Conclusion: PP did not reduce the incidence of
postoperative AF nor did early pericardial effusion.
Rather, PP increased post-operative complications such
as perioperative MI, left pleural effusion, and
pneumonia resulting in the prolonged ICU stay.
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