57 THAI FOR. BULL. (BOT.) 25: 57-59. 1997.

A new species of Typhonium from Thailand

DUANGCHAT SOOKCHALOEM* & JIN MURATA**

Abstract

Typhonium smitinandii D. Sookhaloem et J. Murata is described from Peninsular
Thailand as a new species. This species belongs to sect. Typhonium and is distinct in
the association of the broadly ovate leaves, peduncle with glandular hairs, filiform

spadix appendix and capitate sterile flowers.
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Introduction

The genus 7yphonium is distributed widely in tropical and subtropical Asia,
extending throughout the South Pacific area to Australia. Several species occur in
temperate regions in the eastern Himalaya, Tibet and western and northwestern China.
Thailand 1s the center of diversity for the genus. In the recent revision of Typhonium,
Sriboonma et al. (1994) recognized 37 species of five sections, of which 14 species of
four sections are distributed in Thailand. In this study a peculiar specimen from Krabi,
Thailand (Smitinand 12243) was examined in comparison to the specimens including
type specimens in AAU, BK, BKF, C, P, L, K, KUN, SING, TI and information given
in Sriboonma et al. (1994). It is recognized as a new species in section 7yphonium.

Typhonium smitinandii D. Sookchaloem et J. Murata, sp. nov. differt a 7. roxburghii
foliis late ovatis (non ut in 7. roxburghii triangulatis vel trilobatis) et pedunculis pilis
glandulosis (in 7. roxburghii grabris), floribus steralium capitatis decumbentibus (in
T. roxburghii subulatis recurvis). Figure 1.

Type: Thailand, Peninsular, Krabi, common along limestone foot hill, 30 m alt.,
27 May 1976, T. Smitinand 12243 (BKF holotype).

* The Forest Herbarium, Royal Forest Department, Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand.
** Makino Herbarium, Faculty of Science, Tokyo Metropolitan University, 1-1 Minami-Osawa, Hachioji,
Tokyo 192-03 Japan.
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Figure 1. Typhonium smitinandii D. Sookchaloem et J. Murata, sp. nov. A. Habit; B. Upper part of spadix
show male flowers; C. Lower part of spadix show famale flowers in vertical plane, sterile flowers
in horizontal plane
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Tuber depressed globose, 0.5 cm long, 1 cm wide. Petiole 5—-14 cm long, | mm
wide, sheathing in the basal part. Leaf blade widely ovate, base cordate, apex acute to
short acuminate, 7-9 cm long, 5—-8 cm wide. Peduncle 6—17 cm long, 0.5 mm wide,
glandular hairy. Spathe tube ovate, 15 cm long, 0.5 cm wide; spathe blade broadly
ovate-lanceolate, spreading in middle and gradually tapering to apex, 5.5-6 cm long,
1.5-2 cm wide, brownish purple. Spadix subequal to spathe; female part | mm long,
1.5 mm wide; interstice 1-1.2 cm long, in the lower 2 mm covered with sterile flowers,
naked above; male part cylindrical, 3 mm long, 1.5 mm wide; appendix filiform, 6.5 cm
long. Female flowers: pistils 1-2 series ovate oblong, 0.5 mm long. Male flowers:
anthers obconical, 0.5 mm long, apex acuminate, laterally dehiscent into pore. Sterile
flowers capitate, 2 mm long, decumbent.

Distribution— THAILAND; Peninsular, Krabi, common along limestone
foothill, 30 m alt. (T. Smitinand 12243, BKF holotype)

The specific epithet is given in honor of Prof. Dr. Tem Smitinand, BKF, Thailand

N o t e.— Typhonium smitinandii, lacking distinct cataphylls seen from outside,
evidently belongs to sect. 7Typhonium (Sriboonma et al., 1994). It is generally similar
and considered to be close to 7. roxburghii or T. blumei but distinction in having
broadly ovate (not triangular or trilobed) leaf blade, glandular hairy (not grabrous)
peduncle, filiform (not conical) spadix appendix and capitate (not subulate or filiform)
sterile flowers. It may also be close to the species with filiform spadix appendix, i.e.
T. acetosella, T. laoticum, T. filiforme, T. violifolium and T. bulbiferum, but is distinct in
the shape of spathe and sterile flowers.
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