THAI FOR. BULL. 18 : 84 —87. 1989.

Gleditsia Linn. (Leguminosae-Caesalpinioideae)
a Genus New to Thailand

Kai Larsen*

Some time ago I received a plant collected in Chiang Mai province, northern
Thailand, by Mrs. C. Chermsirivathana, Department of Horticulture, Kasetsart
University, Bangkok. The collection belongs to the genus Gleditsia not previously
reported from Thailand and not included in Flora of Thailand.

According to Vidal in Fl. CLV 18: 68. 1980, four species occur in Laos and
Vietnam, three of which are indigenous, viz. G. rolfei Vidal y Soler, G. fera
(Lour.) Merr., and G. pachycarpa Balansa ex Gagnep.

The protologues of the two first species are almost identical and it seems most
adequate to treat them as conspecific. In P, however, no type specimen has been
found on which Mimosa fera Lour. was based; but not only the descriptions
correspond to G. rolfei, also the vernacular name cited by Loureiro ‘‘tao giac’’ is
applied to G. rolfei. The conclusion therefore must be to retain the oldest name,
G. fera, and select a suitable lectotype in P. This viewpoint is also shared by Li
Lin-chu, Fl. R. P. Sinica 39: 85. 1988.

Below amended generic keys to the Leguminosae-Caesalpinioideae in Fl.
Thail. 4(1): 2—4. 1984 1s provided.

1. General key

16. Sepals apparently valvate or not clearly imbricate in bud
16* Stems unarmed. Flowers bisexual;hypanthium very short; petal 1; fertile stamens 9 15. Sindora
16* Stems spiny. Flowers unisexual, polygamous or dioecious; hypanthium campanulate; petals 5;
fertile stamens 5 — 10 21. Gleditsia

2. Key to fruiting specimens
22. Leaflets 10— 18 pairs

22* Pod oblong, incurved, light brown, 5—15 by 1 —=2.5 cm 17. Tamarindus
22* Pod straight or slightly curved, blackish, 15—-30by3—-4cm 21. Gleditsia
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