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INTRODUCTION

The genus Rungia Nees (Acanthaceae) consists 
of approximately 50 species distributed in the tropical 
and subtropical regions of the Old World (Hu, 2002; 
Mabberley, 2008; Hu et al., 2011). It is closely related 
to Justicia L., but differs by the rising placenta in 
ripe fruit (Hansen, 1989; Hu et al., 2011). In Vietnam, 
14 species have been previously recorded (Hai & 
Huyen, 2009; Hai et al., 2012, 2016, 2018, 2021; Hai 
& Khoi, 2015), but during recent field and herbarium 
surveys in preparation for the taxonomic revision of 
Rungia in Vietnam, three species were found for the 
first time in the country and are reported below.

SPECIES NEWLY RECORDED 
IN VIETNAM

1. Rungia burmanica (C.B.Clarke) B.Hansen,
Nordic J. Bot. 9(2): 211. 1989.— Justicia burmanica
C.B.Clarke, Fl. Brit. India 4(12): 527. 1885. Type:
Myanmar, Griffith 6184 (lectotype K [K000884074!],
designated by Lin & Deng (2017a); isolectotype K
[K000884073!]). Fig. 1.
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Ecology.— In wet evergreen forest, alt. 150–
500 m.

Phenology.— Flowering from March to April, 
October to early November. Fruiting from May to 
June, November to early January.

Note.— Rungia burmanica is characterized as 
a shrubby herb with broadly obovate green bracts, 
white corolla and puberulent capsule. It is morpho-
logically similar to R. pinpienensis H.S.Lo, but  
R. pinpienensis has oblong bracts and a glabrous
capsule. It is also similar to R. sinothailandica
Z.L.Lin & Y.F.Deng in habit, but in R. sinothailandica
the fertile bracts have crispate and tawny margins.

Specimens examined.— VIETNAM. Lao Cai 
[Doi Lang Forest, Pho Lu Forestry Farm, 19 Dec. 
1964, Sino-Vietnam expedition 3121 (HN); Van Ban 
District, Nam Xe, 29 Apr. 2011, D.V. Hai et al. HLVB 
938 (HN)]; Thai Nguyen [Vo Nhai District, Thuong 
Lung, 180 m alt., 21 Oct. 2004, L.Q. Li et al. 116 
(HN)]; Tuyen Quang [Na Hang District, An Ma 
Forest, about 2 km from trail between Na Hang 
Power Station and Ban Chou, 7 Mar. 1994, D.K. 
Harder et al. 2375 (HN)].
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2. Rungia flaviflora Z.L.Lin & Y.F.Deng, Syst. Bot. 
43(1): 290. 2018. Type: China, Yunnan, Gejiu Shi, 
Manhao Zhen, Lüshuihe, ca 500 m, in limestone 
forest, near a streamside, 28 Mar. 2015, Z.L. Lin 
L15032802 (holotype IBSC!; isotype IBSC!). Fig. 
2A–C.

Distribution.— China, Vietnam.
Ecology.— In evergreen forest, on limestone, 

alt. 200–500 m.
Phenology.— Flowering from March to May.
Note.— Rungia flaviflora is a distinctive species 

given its prostrate, 30–50 cm long stem, adaxial leaf 
surfaces covered with dotted cystoliths, and yellow 
corollas. It is similar to R. burmanica in bract shape, 
but is easily distinguished from the latter by the 
prostrate (not erect) stem, yellow (not white) corolla, 
and dotted (not linear) cystoliths in adaxial leaf 
surfaces (Lin & Deng, 2018).

Specimen examined.— VIETNAM. Lao Cai 
[Bat Xat District, Ngai Thau, 16 Apr. 2018, D.V. Hai 
et al. DVH 85 (HN)].

3. Rungia sinothailandica Z.L.Lin & Y.F.Deng, 
Nordic J. Bot. 35(4): 488. 2017. Type: China, 
Yunnan, Xishuangbanna Daizu Zizhizhou, Jinghong 
Shi, Menglong Zhen, Mengsong Cun, 1,700 m, 29 
Mar. 2014, Z.L. Lin & X.E. Ye 14032901 (holotype 
IBSC!; isotype IBSC!). Fig. 2D–F.

Distribution.— China, Thailand, Vietnam.

Ecology.— In evergreen forest, along stream, 
alt. 800–1,700 m.

Phenology.— Flowering from November to 
March, fruiting from February to April.

Note.— Rungia sinothailandica is easily  
distinguished from other Rungia species by the 
fertile bracts with crispate, tawny margins (Fig. 2E) 
(Lin & Deng, 2017b).

Specimens examined.— VIETNAM. Bac Kan 
[Na Ri District, Kim Hy, unknown collector, Tb48 
(HN)]; Lao Cai [Van Ban District, Nam Xe, 25 Mar. 
2019, D.V. Hai et al. HL158 (HN, IBSC); 29 Apr. 
2011, D.V. Hai et al. HLVB 982 (HN); 27 Feb. 2001, 
D.K. Harder et al. 7015 (HN)]; Son La [Phu Yen 

Figure 1. Rungia burmanica (C.B.Clarke) B.Hansen : A. habit; B. inflorescence showing bracts. Photos from L.Q. Li et al. 116 (HN).
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District, 8 Apr. 2008, N.Q. Binh & D.D. Cuong 
VN1947 (HN)]; Yen Bai [Nghia Lo District, Muong 
Lang, 28 Mar. 1971, unknown collector, s.n. (HN)].
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