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ABSTRACT: The tobacco whitefly Bemisia tabaci(Gennadius) causes yield loss of a variety of plants by infesting and
transferring viruses. Host-plant resistance to B. tabacicould potentially reduce its impact. However, resistance is low
in most Thai pepper (Capsicum spp.) cultivars. In this study, we evaluated host-plant resistance of four common
pepper cultivars in Thailand, including C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu (= Khinu),
and C. chinensis cv. Karang (= Kareang or Kariang), by quantifying plant attraction, egg-laying preference, feeding
activity, and growth performance of 8. tabaciin relation to the four cultivars. Our results showed that C. annuum
cv. Jinda and C annuum cv. Yuak are less attractive to B tabaciadults, which had a significantly lower egg-laying
preference and less feeding activity in relation to C. annuum cv. Jinda. No difference in total growth duration of 8.
tabaciwas found in regards to the different cultivars. We believe that C. annuum cv. Jinda has traits that deter or
repel the B. tabaci adults and inhibit their feeding activities.
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Introduction

The tobacco whitefly Bemisia tabaci (Gennadius)is a well-known ‘pest’ and vector of a broad range of crop
species, such as lettuce, cantaloupe, tomato, eggplant, and pepper (Costa et al., 1991; Darshanee et al., 2017, Lei
et al., 1999; Polston and Anderson, 1997). It has caused serious economic loss toward the production of these crops.
Major portions of yield loss have been attributed to viruses transmitted by the whitefly. Loss caused by whitefly in
the United States from 1991-1992 was estimated to cost around 111 million USD (Gonzalez et al., 1992). For
example, Thresh et al. (1994) reported that the loss caused by geminivirus may have reached 95% of the total yield.
Wisler et al. (1998) reported that the whitefly-transmitted closteroviruses caused a loss of ~20 million USD in the
production of lettuce, sugar, beets, and melons in one single growing season.

The selection of a host is a determining factor of phytophagous insects’ fitness (Mayhew, 1997). The
resistance of plants affects host selection and fitness of insects (Follett, 2017). Moreover, improving host-plant
resistance could be a low-cost and environmentally friendly approach to combating phytophagous pests (Sharma
and Ortiz, 2002). For example, the chemical resistance of plants against aphids involves a variety of allelochemicals,
such as growth inhibitors, toxins, and repellents or deterrents (Smith and Chuang, 2013). The physical resistance of
plants against aphids, such as glandular trichomes, thick stem cortexes, and glossy leaves, also function as deterrents

or repellents and affect host selection and feeding preferences (Smith and Chuang, 2013). One example of a whitefly
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resistant cultivar of cassava reportedly extends larval duration and causes 72.5% larval mortality of the cassava
whitefly Aleurotrachelus socialis Bondar (Bellotti and Arias, 2001). Soybean cultivars with high trichome erectness
are thought to be more resistant to B. tabaci (Lambert et al., 1995).

Peppers, particularly the varieties and cultivars of five Capsicum spp. (Solanales: Solanaceae), C. annuumL.,
C. baccatum (Willd.), C. chinense Jacq., C. frutescensL., and C. pubescenR. et P., are economically important crops
cultivated with an annual yield of more than seven millions tons around the world (Fari, 1986). FAO (2018) reported
that pepper production is around 732,524 tons and is harvested from ~30,899.68 hectares globally.

Different varieties and cultivars of pepper have different morphology and chemical composition, including
the color and shape of the pods, the nutrients, antioxidant compounds, and allelochemicals (Bosland and Votava,
2000; Guil-Guerrero et al., 2006). This subsequently affects the yield, flavor, and resistance against phytophagous
insects (Babu et al.,, 2011; Maharijaya et al., 2011; Meresa et al., 2017). Various pepper cultivars have been reported
as being resistant to B. fabacibecause of their unattractive egg-laying properties for adult insects, thereby reducing
the rate of infection and inducing nymph mortality (Jeevanandham et al., 2018; Pantoja et al., 2018). In Thailand,
whitefly, especially B. tabaci biotype Asial (Gotz and Winter, 2016), is considered to be a super-spreader that
transmits begomoviruses, causing chilli leaf curl virus disease (ChiLCVD) and yield loss in Thai peppers (Laprom et
al., 2019). Understanding whitefly resistance of Thai pepper cultivars would benefit resistance trait selection and
whitefly population management.

In this study, we evaluated whitefly resistance of four commonly cultivated Capsicum spp. cultivars in
Thailand, including C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu (= Khinu), and C. chinensis cv.
Karang (= Kareang or Kariang) (Benchasri and Pruthikanee, 2018; Kaewdoungdee and Tanee, 2013; Nantachit and
Winijkul, 2007). To do so, we quantified plant attraction, egg-laying preferences, and feeding activity of B tabaci

adults, as well as the survival and growth performance of B. tabacinymphs.

Materials and Methods
Whitefly and host plants

Whitefly in this study were obtained from an eggplant-infesting colony in Upper Northeastern Regional Center
of National Biological Control Research Center (NBCRC, Khon Kaen University, 40002 Khon Kaen, Thailand). At the
NBCRC, eggplant seedlings were sown into 104-well plates that were filled with soil and watered daily for 20 days.
Then, the seedlings were transplanted into pots (diameter: ~12.7 cm) filled with soil and were grown for two months
before being introduced to whitefly. There were 250 pairs of wild-type whitefly adults that were collected in the
fields surrounding the NBCRC. To collect eggs from the wild-type whitefly, the adults were released into a nylon
cage with a single eggplant. After five days, the eggplant with wild-type eggs was moved and kept in another nylon
cage. Individual insects grown from the wild-type eggs were called the 1% laboratory generation. The same
methodology was applied to collect eggs of the 2" and 3™ generations. The 4" laboratory generation of whitefly
reared at the NBCRC was used for the experiments in this study, totaling 250 eggs, or 125 male adults and 125
female adults. Different growth stages of B. tabaciwere identified by body length and body width based on Sripontan
and Siri (2006).



KHON KAEN AGRICULTURE JOURNAL 50 (3): 899-909 (2022)./doi:10.14456/kaj.2022.77. 901

Four pepper cultivars, including C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C.
chinensis cv. Karang were used for testing whitefly resistance. The plant seeds were sown in 104-well plates filled
with soil and were watered daily for 20 days. Then, the seedlings were transplanted into pots (diameter: ~12.7 cm)
filled with soil and were grown for another 30 days before experiments began. To prevent insect infestation, each
pot was covered by a nylon cage (Mosquito net) for protection. Both the whitefly and plants were kept in rooms
with a temperature of 31.7+3.1°C and a relative humidity of 62.0+17.0%.

Plant attraction and egg-laying preference

The selection probability of the four pepper cultivars by B tabaci adults was quantified using choice and
non-choice tests. In each choice test, fifteen males and fifteen females of B tabaci were released into a cage
(60x60x90 cm). The four pepper cultivars were placed in different corners of the cage (Fig. 1A). The choice test
was replicated five times, and the distribution of pepper cultivars was changed in each replication, with clockwise
and counterclockwise rotations, as shown in Fig. 1B. Totally, one-hundred fifty individuals of whitefly adults were
used in choice tests.

A B

0 Capsicum annuum cv. Jinda
e Capsicum annuum cv. Yuak

o Capsicum frutescens cv. Keenu

60%

60cm o Capsicum chinensis cv. Karang

90cm

12.7cm

Fig. 1 The scale of the rearing cage (A) and the relative distribution of pepper cultivars (B); Capsicum annuum cv.
Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang were used in each of the five
replications of host selection bioassay. In each replication, adults of Bemisia tabaci were released in the
center of the cage (arrowed in Fig. 1A). The locations of the different cultivars were rotated clockwise or
counterclockwise to ensure the distribution of cultivars was different in all five replications. The net opening
was rolled and directed to face one side of the cage for releasing whitefly adults. After the release, the caged

was immediately closed by tying up the net opening.
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Non-choice tests were conducted using cylindrical cages (diameter: ~12.7cm, height: ~45cm) with a single
pepper cultivar, which reduced the foraging space for whitefly adults and made the adults and larvae more visible.
In each non-choice test, five males and five females of B. tabaciwere released and confined in a cylindrical cage.
The non-choice test was repeated five times for each pepper cultivar, and a total of 25 whitefly adults were used
for each pepper cultivar. To test the preference of whitefly adult in the choice test, the number of adults on each
cultivar was counted in one and 24 hours after the release of B tabaci For both choice and non-choice tests, the
number of eggs on each plant was counted 24 hours after the release of B. tabaci.

Nymph survival and growth performance

The eggs observed in the choice and non-choice tests were kept on the plants, and their survival and growth
were monitored daily for 20 days. Recognizing that the number of whiteflies on a plant may affect the survival rate,
only 10 whitefly eggs were kept on each single plant, the other eggs were manually removed. To prevent the escape
of whiteflies or interactions between different cultivars, each plant in the choice and non-choice test was moved
to a separate cage. Five replications were conducted for each pepper cultivar.
Feeding activity of adults

To test whether the pepper cultivars inhibited the feeding activity of the whitefly, the feeding activity of 5.
tabaci on each cultivar was quantified based on the quantity and volume of honeydew excreted. The method of
Pollard (1955) was used to collect honeydew. In each trial, one male and one female whitefly adult were confined
to a single leaf on a plant by removing the other leaves. Filter paper stained with 0.4% bromocresol green was
placed under the leaf to collect the honeydew. The filter paper was replaced daily, and the amount of honeydew
excreted was measured until one of the two whiteflies died (6-8 days). The trial was replicated five times for each
pepper cultivar.
Leaf morphology

To examine whether whitefly resistance was associated with leaf morphology of the cultivars, we measured
length, width, and thickness of the third leaf of each pepper cultivar. The leaf length was measured from leaf base
to tip, and the leaf width was measured from the middle of the leaf. Leaves were cut off at the middle and the
leaf thickness was measured using a USB microscope (Model: UM12, Microlinks Technology Corp., Taiwan) with
photo-capture analysis software UM12-CAM Viewer (Version 2.507, Microlinks Technology Corp.).

Statistical analysis

The experimental design of choice test and no-choice test are Completely Randomized Design (CRD). To
test whether or not any of the pepper cultivars deter or repel B. tabaci the number of adults and eggs on the four
pepper cultivars were analyzed using a chi-square test of homogeneity. The residual results of each cultivar in the
chi-square tests were calculated for comparison. For each cultivar, the number of adults and eggs in different
replications were pooled for analysis. To test whether the pepper cultivars inhibited the growth and feeding activity
of B. tabaci, the growth duration at different stages (egg, 1-4 instars, total growth duration), the amount of honeydew
excreted, and the diameter of excreted honeydew were compared among the four pepper cultivars using an analysis

of variance (ANOVA) with Tukey’s HSD test.
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Results
Plant attraction and egg-laying preferences

In the choice test, one hour after release, the number of B. tabaciadults was 12, 19, 19, and 14 on the four
pepper cultivars C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang,
respectively (Fig. 2A). No significant difference was found among the different cultivars (Chi-square test for
homogeneity: X* = 0.53, p = 0.91). After the insects had been released for 24 hours, 18, 27, 50, and 32 B. tabaci
adults were observed on pepper cultivars C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C.
chinensis cv. Karang, respectively (Fig. 2B). The number of adults was significantly different among cultivars (X* =
8.26, p < 0.05); in addition, negative residuals were found on C. annuum cv. Jinda (-1.38) and C. annuum cv. Yuak (-
0.04), a strong positive residual was found on C. frutescens cv. Keenu (1.43), and nearly no residual appeared on C.
chinensis cv. Karang (0.02).

In the choice test, a total of 16, 21, 47, and 47 B. tabaci eggs were found on pepper cultivars C. annuum cv.
Jinda, C annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang, respectively (Fig. 2C). The number
of eggs on different pepper cultivars was significantly different (* = 13.42, p < 0.01). Negative residuals were found
on cultivars C annuum cv. Jinda (-1.70) and C. annuum cv. Yuak (-1.13), while positive residuals were found on C
frutescens cv. Keenu (1.13) and C. chinensis cv. Karang (1.13). In the non-choice test, there were 9, 41, 50, and 53
eggs on the pepper cultivars C. annuum cv. Jinda, C annuum cv. Yuak, C frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv.
Karang, respectively (Fig. 2D). The number of eggs was significantly different among pepper cultivars ()(2 =22.15p
< 0.0001). Negative residual was found on C. annuum cv. Jinda (-3.01), and positive residuals were found on C
annuum cv. Yuak (0.22), C. frutescens cv. Keenu (0.88), and C. chinensis cv. Karang (1.09).

The high number of B. tabaci adults and eggs found on C frutescens cv. Keenu and C. chinensis cv. Karang
showed that these two cultivars do not have traits that deter or repel the B. fabaci adults or their egg-laying
behavior. In contrast, a lower number of B. tabaciadults were found on C. annuum cv. Jinda and C. annuum cv.
Yuak, indicating that both of these cultivars had less attractive traits for 8. tabaci Moreover, the smallest number of
B. tabaci eggs was found on C. annuum cv. Jinda in both the choice and non-choice tests. This shows that C

annuum cv. Jinda has traits that inhibit the egg-aying behavior of B. tabaci.



KHON KAEN AGRICULTURE JOURNAL 50 (3): 899-909 (2022)./doi:10.14456/kaj.2022.77. 904

A Released for 1 hour C Choice test
Ch-square test for homogeneity: Ch-square test for homogeneity:
50 | X2=0.53, p-value = 0.91 60 | X2=13.42, p-value < 0.01
40 50
>
© 240
= 30 2
E 5 30
© 20 o
o] Z 20
=z
10 10
0 0
B Released for 24 hours D Non-choice test
X2=8.26, p-value < 0.05 X2= 2215, p-value < 0.0001
50 60
40 50
=
S o 40
= 30 54
E G 30
o 20 o
o Z 20
pd
10 10
0 0
Jinda Yuak Keenu Karang Jinda Yuak Keenu Karang

Fig. 2 Quantifying the attraction and egg-laying preference among Bemisia tabaci for pepper cultivars Capsicum
annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang based on the
distribution of B tabaciadults one hour (A) and 24 hours (B) after release in the choice test and based on
the distribution of eggs in the choice (C) and non-choice test (D) after 24 hours. Differences among cultivars
were examined using a Chi-square test for homogeneity, which tested an equal hypothesis (gray dotted

lines) among treatments. Values on the top of the bars are residual values in the Chi-square tests.

Survival and growth duration

For all pepper cultivars, 100% of whitefly eggs and nymphs survived and emerged into adults, No
difference of survival rate was observed during the choice test or the non-choice test. The trials reared an equal
number of individuals. Significant differences of growth duration were observed in terms of the eggs (ANOVA: F =
34.5, p < 0.0001), and the 1% instar (£ = 14.2, p < 0.0001), 2% instar (F = 9.9, p < 0.0001), 3 instar (F = 23.9, p<
0.0001), and 4" instar of the nymph (F = 6.7, p < 0.001) (Fig. 3). Egg duration was significantly shorter in C. chinensis
cv. Karang; 1% instar growth duration was shorter in pepper cultivars C. annuum cv. Jinda and C frutescens cv.
Keenu; 2™ instar growth duration was shorter in C. annuum cv. Jinda; and 3" instar growth duration was shortest in
C. annuum cv. Yuak, followed by cultivars C. frutescens cv. Keenu, C. chinensis cv. Karang, and C. annuum cv. Jinda.
Growth duration of the 4" instar was shorter in cultivars C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C
chinensis cv. Karang. Despite these differences, there were no differences in total growth duration among the

different pepper cultivars (F = 2.19, p = 0.09) (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3 Comparing the growth duration of different stages of Bemisia tabaci srowth when occupying pepper cultivars
Capsicum annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C chinensis cv. Karang. The
means followed by the same lowercase letter within the same column are not significantly different at

alpha=0.05.

Feeding activity

The amount of honeydew excreted per day and its diameter were both significantly different among 5.
tabaci occupying the different pepper cultivars (ANOVA: Amount of honeydew excreted: F = 21.0, p < 0.0001;
diameter of honeydew: F = 32.7, p < 0.0001). The highest amount of honeydew excreted was 4.2+0. 1 per day,
found among C chinensis cv. Karang, followed by C. frutescens cv. Keenu (3.6+0.2) and C. annuum cv. Yuak (3.3+0.1),
and the lowest amount was found among C. annuum cv. Jinda (2.6+0.1). The honeydew diameter was largest
among C. chinensis cv. Karang (0.210+0.002 mm), followed by C. frutescens cv. Keenu (0.200+0.002 mm), and C.
annuum cv. Yuak (0.193+0.001 mm) and C. annuum cv. Jinda (0.190+0.001 mm). Based on these results, C. annuum
cv. Jinda and C. annuum cv. Yuak are the most likely cultivars to inhibit the feeding activity of adult B. tabaci, while
C frutescens cv. Keenu and C. chinensis cv. Karang are more susceptible (Fig. 4).
Leaf morphology

Observations on the leaf morphology of the four pepper cultivars showed that C. annuum cv. Jinda has a
smaller leaf area (22.9+10.7 cm?) than the other cultivars (mean leaf area: 30.1-56.5 cm?) (Table 1). This may
indicate that 5. tabaci prefers plants with bigger leaves. We also observed that C. annuum cv. Jinda and C. annuum
cv. Yuak have tough leaves, and the leaves of C. annuum cv. Jinda (0.21+0.03 cm) and C. annuum cv. Yuak (0.27+0.08
cm) are thicker than those of C. frutescens cv. Keenu (0.18+0.04 cm) and C. chinensis cv. Karang (0.18+0.04 cm)

(Table 1).
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Fig. 4 Comparing the feeding activity of adult Bemisia tabaci among pepper cultivars Capsicum annuum cv. Jinda,
C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang by measuring the amount of
honeydew produced per day (A) and the mean diameter of the honeydew (B). The means followed by the

same lowercase letter within the same column are not significantly different at alpha=0.05.

Table 1 Leaf measurements of nine leaves taken from the pepper cultivars Capsicum annuum cv. Jinda, C.

annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang

Cultivar Leaf measurements
(mean+SD)
Length Width Thickness
(cm) (cm) (cm)
Capsicum annuum cv. Jinda (n = 9) 7.4£1.8 2.9+2.6 0.21+£0.03
Capsicum annuum cv. Yuak (n = 9) 7.8+1.6 4.4+2.5 0.27+0.08
Capsicum frutescens cv. Keenu (n = 9) 9.0+1.7 6.1+2.4 0.18+0.04
Capsicum chinensis cv. Karang (n = 9) 6.6+1.5 4.3+1.9 0.20+0.03
Discussion

Host selection of phytophagous insects is generally considered to be related not only to the preferences of
adults, but also to the fitness of their offspring (Thompson, 1988; van Lenteren and Noldus, 1990). For example,
Istam et al. (2010) reported that the eggplant cultivars that adults found attractive also reduced the growth duration

of B. tabacinymphs. In the present study, the high survival rates and homogeneous growth durations of B. tabac/
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on C. annuum cv. Jinda, C. annuum cv. Yuak, C frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang showed that none
of the cultivars have traits that efficiently inhibit the growth of B. tabacinymphs. In contrast to van Lenteren and
Noldus (1990) and Islam et al. (2010), we found no associations between offspring fitness and adult attraction or
egg-laying preference. However, our results showed that C. frutescens cv. Keenu and C. chinensis cv. Karang are
more attractive to B. tabaci. The selection on C. frutescens cv. Keenu and C. chinensis cv. Karang are more likely
related to other cues, such as the color and morphology of leaves, or food cues (Berlinger, 1986), rather than
offspring performance. Leaf toughness and thickness as seen in C. annuum cv. Jinda and C. annuum cv. Yuak may
negatively affect the feeding activity of 8. tabaci, which is consistent with the results of their honeydew excretions.

Host selection by B. tabacifrom among the four pepper cultivars may also relate to food cues.

Conclusion

C. annuum cv. Jinda was shown to be the least attractive and least preferred for egg-laying and feeding
activity among the whitefly B. tabaci This cultivar showed a higher resistance than the other pepper cultivars, which
were C. annuum cv. Yuak, C. frutescens cv. Keenu, and C. chinensis cv. Karang. The host selection preference from
among the four pepper varieties is most likely associated with cues related to feeding behavior rather than nymph

survival and growth rates.

Acknowledgements

We thank Associated Professor Nutcharee Siri, Kwanruedee Suwakrai and the Upper Northeastern Regional
Center of National Biological Control Research Center, Khon Kaen University for the suggestions on rearing
methods and providing whitefly colonies. This study was funded by Khon Kaen University (Young Researcher

Development Project of KKU Grant 2019).

References

Babu, B. S., S. R. Pandravada, R. D. V. J. Prasada Rao, K. Anitha, S. K. Chakrabarty, and K. S.Varaprasad. 2011. Global
sources of pepper genetic resources against arthropods, nematodes and pathogens. Crop Protection. 30:
389-400.

Bellotti, A. C., and B. Arias. 2001. Host plant resistance to whiteflies with emphasis on cassava as a case study. Crop
Protection. 20: 813-823.

Benchasri, S., and P. Pruthikanee. 2018. Genetic variability for yield and yield components of Thai chilli ( Capsicum
spp.) landraces under inorganic and organic agricultural systems. Australian Journal of Crop Science. 12:
126-134.

Berlinger, M. J. 1986. Host plant resistance to Bemisia tabaci. Agriculture Ecosystems and Environment. 17: 69-82.

Bosland, P. W., and E. J. Votava. 2000. Peppers: vegetable and spice capsicums. CABI Publishing, New York, USA.

Costa, H. S., J. K. Brown, and D. N. Byrne. 1991. Host plant selection by the whitefly, Bemisia tabaci (Gennadius),
(Hom., Aleyrodidae) under greenhouse conditions. Journal of Applied Entomology. 112: 146-152.

Darshanee, H. L. C., H. Ren, N. Ahmed, Z.-F. Zhang, Y.-H. Liu, and T.-X. Liu, 2017. Volatile-mediated attraction of
greenhouse whitefly Trialeurodes vaporariorum to tomato and eggplant. Frontiers in Plant Science. 8: 1-13.

FAQ. 2018. Chili and green pepper. Available: http://www.fao.org/ /faostat/en/#data. Accessed Aug. 5, 2020.

Fari, M. 1986. Pepper (Capsicum annuum L.), In: Bajaj, YPS (Ed.), Biotechnology in agriculture and forestry 2: Crops .



KHON KAEN AGRICULTURE JOURNAL 50 (3): 899-909 (2022)./doi:10.14456/kaj.2022.77. 908

Springer-Verlag, Berlin, Heidelberg.

Follett, P. A. 2017. Insect-plant interactions: host selection, herbivory, and plant resistance - an introduction.
Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata. 162: 1-3.

Gotz, M., and S. Winter. 2016. Diversity of Bemisia tabaci in Thailand and Vietnam and indications of species
replacement. Journal of Asia-Pacific Entomology. 19: 537-543.

Gonzalez, R. A., G. E. Goldman, E. T. Natwick, H. R. Rosenberg, J. I. Grieshop, S. Sutter, T. Funakoshi, and S. Davila-
Garcia. 1992. Whitefly invasion in Imperial Valley costs growers, workers millions in losses. California
Agriculture. 46: 7-8.

Guil-Guerrero, J. L., C. Martinez-Guirado, M. M. Rebolloso-Fuentes, and A. Carrique-Pérez. 2006. Nutrient composition
and antioxidant activity of 10 pepper (Capsicum annuun) varieties. European Food Research and Technology.
224: 1-9.

Istam, M. T., B. Qiu, and S. Ren. 2010. Host preference and influence of the sweetpotato whitefly, Bemisia tabaci
(Homoptera: Aleyrodidae) on eggplant (Solanum melongena L.). Acta Agriculturae Scandinavica Section B:
Soil and Plant Science. 60: 320-325.

Jeevanandham, N., M. Marimuthu, S. Natesan, K. Gandhi, and S. Appachi. 2018. Plant resistance in chillies Capsicum
spp against whitefly, Bemisia tabaci under field and greenhouse condition. Journal of Entomology and
Zoology Studies. 6: 1902-1914.

Kaewdoungdee, N., and T. Tanee. 2013. A molecular marker for in situ genetic resource conservation of Capsicum
annuum var, acuminatum (Solanaceae). Genetics and Molecular Research. 12: 3529-3539.

Lambert, A. L., R. M. McPherson, and K. E. Espelie. 1995. Soybean host plant resistance mechanisms that alter
abundance of whiteflies (Homoptera: Aleyrodidae). Environmental Entomology. 24: 1381-1386.

Laprom, A., S. Nilthong, and E. Chukeatirote. 2019. Incidence of viruses infecting pepper in Thailand. Biomolecular
Concepts. 10: 184-193.

Lei, H., J. C. van Lenteren, and W. F. Tjallingii. 1999. Analysis of resistance in tomato and sweet pepper against the
greenhouse whitefly using electrically monitored and visually observed probing and feeding behaviour.
Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata. 92: 299-309.

Maharijaya, A., B. Vosman, G. Steenhuis-Broers, A. Harpenas, A. Purwito, R. G. F. Visser, and R. E. Voorrips. 2011.
Screening of pepper accessions for resistance against two thrips species (Frankliniella occidentalis and Thrips
parvispinus). Euphytica. 177: 401-410.

Mayhew, P. J. 1997. Adaptive patterns of host-plant selection by phytophagous insects. Oikos. 79: 417-428.

Meresa, H., T. Gebreselassie, F. Belay, H. Kelelew, and A. Gebreslassie. 2017. Yield improvement in hot pepper
through demonstration of improved variety (Melkashote) with improved production technologies under
irrigation scheme, Abergelle, Tigray, Ethiopia. Journal of Horticulture and Forestry. 9: 74-79.

Nantachit, K., and D. Winijkul. 2007. Nitrate and nitrite contents of vegetables marketed in Chiang Mai province.
Chiang Mai University Journal of Natural Sciences. 6: 349-354.

Pantoja, K. F. C., K. C. G. Rocha, A. M. T. Melo, J. M. Marubayashi, E. L. L. Baldin, J. P. F. Bentivenha, R. Gioria, R. F.
Kobori, M. A. Pavan, and R. Krause-Sakate. 2018. Identification of Capsicum accessions tolerant to tomato
severe rugose virus and resistant to Bemisia tabaci Middle East-Asia Minor 1 (MEAM1). Tropical Plant
Pathology. 43: 138-145.

Pollard, D. G. 1955. Feeding habits of the cotton whitefly, Bemisia tabaci Genn. (Homoptera: Aleyrodidae). Annals of
Applied Biology. 43: 664-671.



KHON KAEN AGRICULTURE JOURNAL 50 (3): 899-909 (2022)./doi:10.14456/kaj.2022.77. 909

Polston, J. E., and P. K. Anderson. 1997. The emergence of whitefly-transmitted geminiviruses in tomato in the
western hemisphere. Plant Disease. 81: 1358-1369.

Sharma, H. C., and R. Ortiz. 2002. Host plant resistance to insects: An eco-friendly approach for pest management
and environment conservation. Journal of Environmental Biology. 23: 111-135.
Smith, C. M., and C.-P. Chuang. 2013. Plant resistance to aphid feeding: behavioral, physiological, genetic and
molecular cues regulate aphid host selection and feeding. Pest Management Science. 70: 528-540.
Sripontan, Y., and N. Siri. 2006. The biology of predacious beetle Serangium sp. on whitefly Bemisia tabaci, in:
Thailand, HSSo (Ed.), The 5" National Horticultural Congress, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Thompson, J.N. 1988. Evolutionary ecology of the relationship between oviposition preference and performance of
offspring in phytophagous insects. Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata. 47: 3-14.

Thresh, J. M., D. Fargette, and G. W. Otim-Nape. 1994. Effects of African cassava mosaic geminivirus on the yield of
cassava. Tropical Science. 34: 26-42.

van Lenteren, J. C,, and L. P. J. J. Noldus. 1990. Whitefly-plant relationships: Behavioural and ecological aspects, In:
Gerling, D (Ed.), Whiteflies: Their bionomics, pest status and management. Intercept Press, Andover, UK.

Wisler, G. C., J. E. Duffus, H.-Y. Liu, and R. H. Li. 1998. Ecology and epidemiology of whitefly-transmitted

closteroviruses. Plant Disease. 82: 270-280.



