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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study marketing channel, marketing margins, and
recommendations to improve the marketing system of the stripped snake-head fish. The sample group was
purposively selected, consisting of 25 the stripped snake-head fishs merchants. The implement of the study was
questionnaire. The result of this study as following, There were 3 marketing channels of the cultured stripped
snake-head fish. The most important channel of cultured stripped snake-head fish started from collectors in the
middle country to wholesalers to retailers to consumers. Where as there were 4 marketing channels of the captured
stripped snake-head fish. The most important channel of captured stripped snake-head fish started from Farmer
to retailers to consumers. The marketing performance was evaluated by using the marketing margin which was
composed of marketing costs and merchants profit (commissions). The marketing margins of the cultured stripped
snake-head fish was 17.51 baht per kilogram or 20.04% of the retail or consumer price, comprising the marketing
costs of 3.54 baht per kilogram or 4.05% of the retail or consumer price of the cultured stripped snake-head fish
and merchants profit of 13.97 baht per kilogram or 15.99% of the retail or consumer price of the cultured stripped
snaked-head fish. The marketing margins of the captured stripped snake-head fish was 10.00 baht per kilogram or
12.829% of the retail or consumer price, consisting of the marketing costs of 3.05 baht per kilogram or 3.91% of the
retail or consumer price of the captured stripped snake-head fish and merchants profit of 6.96 baht per kilogram
or 8.929% of the retail or consumer price of the captured stripped snake-head fish. The reason that why the
marketing margin of the cultured stripped snake-head fish was greater than the captured stripped snake-head fish
was that the marketing channel of the cultured stripped snake-head fish was longer than the captured stripped
snake-head fishs. Recommendation to improve the marketing system of the stripped snake-head fish was
supporting, suggesting and giving knowledge to the farmer to improve the production of the cultured stripped
snake-head fish in the long term. At the same time, the related government should clearly reveal policies about
information system and productivity improvement of the stripped snake-head fish market.
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Table 1 Cultured stripped snake-head fish marketing costs of wholesaler

Stripped snake-head fish

Cost components

Baht/kg Percentage
1. Transportation costs 1.09 44.86
Rent the car 0.57 23.46
Gasoline cost 0.50 20.58
Maintenance cost 0.01 4.41
Illegal charge 0.01 4.41
2. Labor costs 0.77 31.68
Driver 0.24 9.88
Shipper 0.18 7.40
Salesman 0.35 14.40
3. Expenditure 0.53 21.81
Rent the place 0.25 10.29
Plastic bag cost 0.07 2.88
Water cost 0.07 2.88
Electricity cost 0.03 1.23
Telephone cost 0.05 2.06
Storage cost = =
Car depreciation 0.05 2.06
Equipment depreciation 0.01 0.41
Cleaning cost = =
4. Interest 0.04 1.65
Total 2.43 100.00
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Table 2 Cultured stripped snake-head fish marketing costs of retailer

Cost components

Stripped snake-head fish

Baht/kg Percentage
1. Transportation costs 0.11 9.91
Rent the car 0.04 3.87
Gasoline cost 0.05 4.78
Maintenance cost 0.01 0.63
Illegal charge 0.01 0.45
2. Labor costs 0.24 21.62
Driver 0.04 3.60
Shipper 0.08 7.21
Salesman 0.12 10.81
3. Expenditure 0.74 66.67
Rent the place 0.25 22.52
Plastic bag cost 0.06 5.50
Water cost 0.10 8.74
Electricity cost 0.16 14.42
Telephone cost 0.05 4.60
Storage cost 0.04 3.87
Car depreciation 0.04 3.60
Equipment depreciation 0.02 2.07
Cleaning cost 0.02 1.35
4. Interest 0.02 1.80
Total 1.11 100.00
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Table 3

marketing margins

Collector’s and retail price spreads and the break-down components of the gross

Cost components

Stripped snake-head fish

Baht/kg Percentage
1. Retail or consumer price P 87.39 100.00
2. Marketing costs M 3.54 4.05
2.1 Transportation costs 1.20 1.37
Rent the car 0.61
Gasoline cost 0.55
Maintenance cost 0.02
Illegal charge 0.02
2.2 Labor costs 1.01 1.16
Driver 0.28
Shipper 0.26
Salesman 0.47
2.3 Expenditure 1.27 1.45
Rent the place 0.50
Plastic bag cost 0.13
Water cost 0.17
Electricity cost 0.19
Telephone cost 0.10
Storage cost 0.04
Car depreciation 0.09
Equipment depreciation 0.03
Cleaning cost 0.02
2.4 Interest 0.06 0.07
3. Commissions C 13.97 15.99
4. Collector’s price P 69.88 79.96
5. Marketing margins (P-P) 17.51 20.04

Note: P =P + (M +C)
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Table 4

Collector’s price and marketing margins as the percentage share of retail or consumer

price in cultured stripped snake-head fish marketing

Share of consumer

Item Baht/kg .
price (%)
Collector’s in middle country share 69.88 79.96
Marketing margins 17.51 .20.04
Marketing costs 3.54 4.05
Merchant’s profit (Commission) 13.97 15.99
Retail or consumer price 87.39 100.00
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Fig. 4 Marketing channel 6f cultured stripped

snake-head fish for calculating marketing

margins
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Table 5

Cultured stripped snake-head fish marketing costs of retailer

Cost Components

Stripped snake-head fish

Baht/kg Percentage
1. Transportation costs 1.53 50.16
Rent the car 0.21 6.88
Gasoline cost 1.08 35.41
Maintenance cost 0.24 7.87
Illegal charge - -
2. Labor costs = -
Driver - -
Shipper - -
Salesman = =
3. Expenditure 1.21 39.67
Rent the place 0.17 5.57
Plastic bag cost 0.15 4.92
Water cost 0.04 1.31
Electricity cost 0.10 3.28
Telephone cost 0.02 0.66
Storage cost = -
Car depreciation 0.66 21.64
Equipment depreciation 0.07 2.30
Cleaning cost = -
4. Interest 0.31 10.16
Total 3.05 100.00
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Table 6 Farm and retail price spreads and the break-down components of marketing margins

Item

Stripped snake-head fish

Baht/kg Percentage
1. Retail or consumer price P 78.01 100.00
2. Marketing costs 3.05 3.91
2.1 Transportation costs 1.53 1.97
Rent the car 0.21
Gasoline cost 1.08
Maintenance cost 0.24
2.2 Expenditure 1.21 1.54
Rent the place 0.17
Plastic bag cost 0.15
Water cost 0.04
Electricity cost 0.10
Telephone cost 0.02
Storage cost -
Car depreciation 0.66
Equipment depreciation 0.07
Cleaning cost =
2.4 Interest 0.31 0.40
3. Commissions 6.96 8.92
4. Farmer’s price 68.01 87.18
5. Farm-retail price spread (P-P) 10.00 12.82

(Marketing margins)

Note : P =P + (M _+C)

Table 7 Farmer's price and marketing margins as the percentage share of retail or consumer

price in stripped snake-head fish marketing

Share of consumer

Baht/kg price (%)
Farmer’s share 68.01 87.18
Marketing margins 10.00 12.82
Marketing costs 3.05 3.91
Commission (Merchant’s profit) 6.96 8.92
Retail or consumer price 78.01 100.00
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