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The importance of wallow for swamp buffalo welfare
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Table 1

Table 1 Examples of the natural behaviour of swamp buffaloes.

Activity

Description

Illustration of behaviour

Grazing

animal consumes herbage, including
manipulatory, prehensile, biting and
masticatory jaw movements and
swallowing, and the selection and
movement between grazing sites.

Ruminating

and swallowing previously ingested
forage. This activity may be performed
either on dry ground or in a wallow.

Wallowing
the edge of a wallow.

Lying

on the ground, and the head either
raised with eyes open or resting on the
flanks with eyes closed, or laterally on the

ground.
Defecation

accompanied by raising of the tail,
arching of the back, and occasionally
splaying of the legs to avoid soiling by

faeces.

The range of processes by which an

The actions of regurgitating, masticating

Standing or lying either in a wallow or at

Animal recumbent, either with sternum

Elimination of faeces from the anus,

a o

Source: modified after WAL (2552); ARBNI (2555)
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