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Effects of dietary medium chain fatty acids and phytogenic compounds on
growth performance and intestinal histomorphology of broiler chickens
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ABSTRACT: This study was conducted to investigate the effects of dietary medium chain fatty acids (MCFAs) and
phytogenic compounds (PCs) on growth performance and intestinal histomorphology of broiler chickens. A total of
1,200 one-day-old Ross 308 broilers (600 males and 600 females) were used and randomly assigned into 4 dietary
treatments with 12 replicates per treatment (6 males and 6 females) and 25 birds per replicate. The experimental
design was randomized complete block design (RCBD) with sex as block. The four dietary treatments were, control
diet (T1), control diet supplemented with MCFAs (T2), control diet supplemented with PCs (T3), and control diet
supplemented with MCFAs and PCs (T4). Feed and water were provided ad-libitum throughout the experiment. The
supplementation of MCFAs, PCs alone or their combination had no significant effect on growth performance of
broilers (P>0.05) when compared to that of the control group. At 35-day-old the supplementation of MCFAs and
PCs or their combination significantly lowered crypt depth and increased villi height: crypt depth ratio (P<0.05) of
jejunum when compared to that of the control group. Under the condition of the present study the
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supplementation of MCFAs and PCs, or their combination showed a promising of improving gastrointestinal health
which could lead to an improvement of nutrient digestion and absorption of broiler chickens.
Keywords: medium-chain fatty acids; phytogenic compounds; intestinal histomorphology; broiler chicken
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novaussesszuugifuiufianauaznineudssteniniuiiennidenelsalussuumaiuomnslaie lusfniinisli
U Tugludnuaztsinsasyiiule (antibiotics as growth promoters; AGPs) %dﬁﬂi%ﬁ%%ﬂ’lwiuﬂﬁﬂ’mﬂwL‘?;}EJﬂ'EJIiﬂ
lusguumaduems wsuasiessuugiinuiu avdauaSunsasyiule winisldenufiugdnuusiinandmasenisiia
orosuazanusanndnslundndasinndnidiuilan fafudeinisinuiieussyndldansoongminisdanm (bioactive
compounds) titenaununisld AGPs lumsusulsauammaiuemsuazaussnnmnsnaavediniie

nsaluduanenas (medium chain fatty acids; MCFAs) ﬁaﬂa;uﬂuaﬂﬂiﬂimﬁu'ﬁuﬁaw%ahiﬁmﬁuﬁﬁmmmwaama
A5uau 6 B9 12 avnon wuldlulufuresdaiuasiie 1wy dhuy dhduuendnn uasdhiusdaluundy MCrAs Safuunds
WA gaduldrinig uaramnsaduiudeueadlding SelnuanAduiudoiueadvosadnuazdugadnle
(Kim and Rhee, 2013) 9a¥nnauuniisenalsnasuegeasomis sunumsliusyloviainansens ndnansiy uagiiany
Ay snivesdld dwaliausannimniswanvosdnitosas dadunsld MCFAs SeiussavBamlumsmunumstaiaues
wuafiFedienunsinuresssuumaiuemuardmalida fldusslesianansomsldfty Jegtulimsussndld
MCFAs lugmsenmslidodiousuugsaussanmmandn wu n1slénsnasin (auric acid) Tuzuvestaluaeiu (monolaurin)
Tuosliiiie wuIgeUsuUgsgun e ld '?J‘ﬂ‘ﬁvaé'fﬂﬁdaaﬂ%"uﬂqqamiamwmimamiﬁﬁu (Zeitz et al,, 2015; Mustafa,
2019)

ansusznaulnlaiauin (phytogenic compounds; PCs) Liuansusznavitldanity 1wy ayulns iaieana uie
ansatnaIniiy d9sanisanseangni nadanmeng 1 wu dnfuveusewei fanseengns nqulnuea (thymol) uay
A1911A304 (carvacrol) Bsfinmantilunmsdiugadnifiussansam Predudamaaiguesuvaiifenelsaiiondooglu
M19LAUB1115 (Athanasiadou et al, 2007; Mohammadi et al, 2014) n15ta3u PCs Tua1m153918Usulgednwe
maé’mgwuiwmﬁﬂé’maﬂdm’f@iﬁ (Mohammadi et al., 2014; Du et al, 2016: Oso et al., 2019) UonaN PCs Jueuiud
nfefiaunsotuastluemnsdn iiefivaussan wmsuan (Windisch et al,, 2008; Khattak et al., 2014) wagUiuyss
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(A 12 #/ns.a) Iifammngnaslildsuemannaes 4 nau éud ngudl 1 (T1) onsmuau ndufl 2 (T2) 93
AIUANLATH MCFAs (0.120% luommsliifoszesidin uax 0.070% lusverjunasvezaniing) nauil 3 (T3) ewnsmun
@33 PCs (0.015% Tuemnsliiiessezidn wag 0.010% Tuszozsuuazszaraaving) uaznauil 4 (T4) e1vsAIuAsLESY
MCFAs $aiffu PCs ($msndau 1: 1; 0.120% Tuewnslidoszesidn uaz 0.070% luszesjunazszaranting) Tas MCFAs
(Aromabiotic® Poultry, Nuscience Group, Drongen, Belgium) Usgnausasnsaailusan (caproic acid; C6) nsan1Usan
(caprylic acid; C8) nsaA1U3 A (capric acid; C10) wagnsnasin (C12) @wsuludiuans PCs (Activo, EW Nutrition,
Germany) Usgnaudaelniuea A1511A508 wazdu 9 waz MCFAs saufu PCs (M-prove®, Nuscience Group, Drongen,
Belgium) Usznausie MCFAs (C6, C8, C10 way C12) Saufiu PCs (lnuea A911asea wazdu ) "Lﬂ'ﬁgwmgm?iymmﬂu
Tsadousruulaiifimanmuguenmgll msdu n3szuiseInma uasuasad (Wiuas 23 4alus uazliliuas 1 92la) vhms
dowvuldesiiulaslfunauidutansesitu anndldsumehisduiesiulsaiamada (Newcastle disease; ND) + Ts
waenausnE@uRnme (Infectious Bronchitis; IB), 1saAululs (Infectious Bursal disease; IBD) wag ND (LaSota strain) + IB
dloony 7, 14 uaz 21 Fu audidu SnsliRuemnsuuudiad (ad libitum) wasihilWRunaenna Msvznainsides
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35 Ju p1vnsnaaedlddnlnauarnmndundeaduingiundn audmlaruzvesemmaasdldannisdunLandy
Table 1 o3y ANGauMaaosfigaAInIslavuAusNATEIUTi a1 ugimua (Aviagen, 2022) Tasuuauiu 3 szoy Ao
sreuan (starter; 918 1 69 10 Tu) sz833u (grower; 81g 11 §9 24 Tu) uazszezaavne (finisher; 918 25 819 35 Tw)
N1SANYIAIUENTIONINNTHER

ﬁﬂmﬁ’}"m}mﬁ’ﬂldmaaqv!ﬂcs“hﬁm*q 1,10, 24 uay 35 Yu Wefwintminea ALty (body weight gain;
BWG) daintnemsiiliuaremsfivmieluuiarszesfiosuiniinaeimsiiiusos (feed intake; FI) uazfuandng
naiasuonadutuiing (feed conversion ratio; FCR) tuiindwnlimeluwsiazngumaasadunefuiotandium
gm31n713918 (mortality rate)
nsfnwdudnunzeduginengldidndaunarsadiile

lolriong 35 Yu vinsdulishas 2 § uasfudeddldidndaunans (ejunum) vaslivia 4 ndunaaes Taeifiu
oud asunisnsanansvesdldidndiunarsanuenivszana 2 o, tanasaniwluaisazatsdislesvesundy
10% ndusiauiaiioiennumundsyana 4 x 10° 1. nsdendaladlaomaianisdoud hematoxylin uay eosin LAz
ihnszandladiifidod of dondiadaudlunsndnvinielindesganssmifiiisidseis 400 w1 (Olympus CX33
Microscope; Olympus Optical Corp., Tokyo, Japan) i ouseandas (Olympus DP22 digital camera, Olympus Optical
Corp., Tokyo, Japan) kazitasigriarglalusunsudimsigiain (DP2-SAL Firmware, Olympus Optical Corp., Tokyo,
Japan) Lﬁ"aﬂdﬂmqama’?mmaﬂmmqﬁah (villus height; 910 brush-border membrane @14 villus-crypt junction)
anuni1iala (villus width; siuvs villus-crypt junction 91n@udneluan) snnsAuaiiuiiainiala (villus surface
area) Inglégns (2mvw/2)(vH) e W = anuniiedala uaz VH = mnugedala (Sakamoto et al, 2000) AwEN
294A3UY (crypt depth; 370 basement membrane {4 villus-crypt junction) kaggnauanugialasoanuinvesnsun
(Rahman et al., 2017)
N153ATISINSERA

thifeyafilduniiasesiruuysusau @nalysis of variance; ANOVA) muusuuuunsnaaesguanysainigluuden
(randomized completely block design; RCBD) Lﬁ'amaa‘ummLmmﬂ"mizm'wﬂ'wLaé"amaqﬂq'umaaﬂmai%‘ Tukey
multiple comparison test 7 5¥AuALE 83Ty 95% Tnelusunsudiasieiniealifdniiagy SAS (SAS® OnDemand for

Academics, 2021)
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Table 1 Ingredient composition and calculated analysis of experimental diets

Ingredient (%) Starter diet Grower diet Finisher diet
Corn 54.72 57.17 61.07
Soybean meal 48% CP 36.68 33.58 29.06
Soybean oil 3.34 4.52 5.49
Monocalcium phosphate 2.25 2.02 1.81
Limestone 1.01 0.91 0.82
Salt 0.23 0.25 0.25
Broiler premix 0.20 0.20 0.20
DL-Methionine 0.33 0.28 0.25
L-Lysine 0.23 0.16 0.16
L-Threonine 0.13 0.08 0.06
L-Isoleucine 0.04 0.02 0.01
Sodium bicarbonate 0.21 0.19 0.19
Choline chloride 60% 0.08 0.07 0.08
Antimold 0.20 0.20 0.20
Cocidiostat 0.05 0.05 0.05
Pellet binder 0.30 0.30 0.30
Calculated analysis

Dry matter (%) 87.89 87.94 87.96
ME for poultry (Kcal/kg) 3,000 3,100 3,200
Crude protein (%) 23.00 21.50 19.50
Crude fat (%) 5.88 7.10 8.13
Crude fiber (%) 2.63 2.57 2.48
Calcium (%) 0.96 0.87 0.79
Total phosphorus (%) 0.86 0.80 0.74
Available phosphorus (%) 0.48 0.44 0.40
Lysine (%) 1.43 1.29 1.15
Methionine (%) 0.67 0.6 0.55
Methionine + Cystine (%) 1.05 0.97 0.89
Choline (mg/kg) 1,700 1,600 1,550
Salt (%) 0.27 0.29 0.29
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nan1sANEILaLIATal
aussanwmsranvasliiie

AauaNTATAdenFeiuLazIAnA1sTUYes MCFA Wag PCs mstadusiniuluenmsiemanidiasesngnives
asaaedldvinusniuliivssAnsamannd uiieusuussaussanmnisndnvesldiide edndlsfnnalunisfnunanes
nsLasa MCFAs uag PCs agslnognandle 'w%amiLa%m'anﬁ’wiaam'iamwmimamsuaﬂdLﬁaﬁmq 1§14 35 Ju (Table 2)
wuhaussanmnsnanaslidessriingunimeaeslunntseguaznaannsnaassliunndiaiy (P>0.05) wildide
nauisinsiad MCFAs $amiu PCs Tuenstaseny 25 fia 35 Ju wuilluwniliwesdnsinmsmemnicngunisvaaedu 9
Pinchasov and Jensen (1989) lissaulfogrsdaauinnismeassdifnisdndunislasldgnlafidguaind Snnisia
fnsdedulsadoudifinemunueampivasanuduiivnngay uazgnaveunfoty n1siasu MCFAs $aufu PCs Tuamns
mﬁlvl,aimmmmwaasj’mﬁffmLﬁ]uiuﬂ’mJ%’UﬂiaauisamWﬂﬁwamﬁuaﬂdLﬁ@lﬁ aEJ"1ﬂsﬁm’lﬂuqmawuﬂisumﬂgmiﬁLﬂfaﬁﬁ
ANLVLLILGY NTLETH MCFAs wag PCs agdlastnanils wisnisiasusudvlueimsenaasdnisusulsanssanin
nswanvasliidelddaauteiu

KavaInTiaTy MCFAs Tunssilaanndastumsfinunounthilfinuiinisiadu MCFAs 0.10% 9 0.30% luawns
lsldmasiomiindidin BWG, FI uay FCR vadliiilo (P>0.05) ilew3suifisutiunguaauas (Alamo et al, 2007; Shokrollahi
et al,, 2014, Khosravinia, 2015; Khatibjoo et al., 2018) uanmnﬁwudwﬁmamumaanﬁﬂﬁwﬂﬁﬂﬁ’umaa Mohammadzade
et al. (2013) vinstasunsaalusan 0.10% 819 0.20% Wag Demirci and Basalan (2021) vinnsi@sunsaa1dsan nsaa1usn
waznsaanin 0.20% luommsliide nuanssnanmnismdnlifinruuanasfudungudlailfiasy Tunmsstudiu
Khosravinia (2015) ¥1n13ta3a MCFAs 0.20% Tuamnsnuianunsadasusulss BWG uazandnsmsnsluliidoadned
Tedfaynneada (P<0.05) Wusieniu Jadhav et al. (2021) finuinnsiasu MCFAs (n5aaasn 0.25% 1Sensan1usn 0.25%)
dswalyi BWG vesliilaifistuuazdisuuys FCR It uoehaidoddameada (P<0.05) WawFeudisufunguaiuas
Tunuidedu q wuinisiadu MCFAs Tupmsonatisuiudgsausnamnsuandadld 1ieaa1n MCFAs duasonisd
wuaiFnolsalumafiue s Immerseel et al. (2004) n1siaiunsnatlusdn 0.30% luamsliidedldsuide
Salmonella enterica serovar Enteritidis Wu31U3u16s Salmonella uldfsanaseeefifddoynnaadn (P<0.05) Saananse
andanisunugeasemsuaznsuanansfividenaviianeniuanysaivesaildlas wuafiSonelse dawalinnsly
Uselomiiansomnauazaussnnnnananesdnifitu Ssrananliin MCrAs ansnsaidumaieduomsmadendianuns
Timaununisld Acps Tuliidels (kim and Rhee, 2013; Lee et al,, 2015; Gracia et al,, 2016; Dauksiene et al,, 2021)
ohdlsfnalurmifeadedlifimemaseugrssunsdugainues MCFAs Tumafuemsvaslaide

aveInITiasy PCs luamsdeaussoniwnisnanvesliidelunuisenoumidliuadnsuandsiuoanly
Tngnuiinisasy PCs luownsliiforasyiulse BWG way FCR It uagnaiifoddmnsada (P<0.05) WowFeuiiiuity
ngumIuAY (Ocak et al, 2008; Hafeez et al., 2016; Oso et al,, 2019) WuLAEITU Omar et al. (2020) fiwuinnisiasy
MCFAs sauifuthsfunenssmeluensliiie dwalvill BWG, FCR uazdvivosaussannsuanatuechadideddgmaaia
(P<0.05) iflawfisuiunguilladu MCFAs ilesagnafien agralsfiniu Amer et al. (2021) ¥imaiadalalula3uiidnsnasin
Hussusznoutufuihiuensemennesinluluewns nuililiivanssnuseaussanmnsndaveslide anuunnss
vostAfiiAnudvinavesninasy PCs duanaialdanuaneiiade W slinuavUiuinvesanseana s ﬁuuﬁl,wwﬂgﬂ
anmenIA ganna LagnszuILMSAUAnfiuAna sty FednaliiAnanuulsiuvesesdusznoutazanuidutue
asoongvislufivasulnstiu q uenoniidiuegiunszuiunslumsataasoongud seonauusyansamasnsiuine
nounaianld nfedsd ueg fugduuuaes PCs Tnsnuinnsld PCs lugunauisazdansoongnd vosniransadauio

Wduneuseme Jesesinisiatulusedunadugnsomaiielilinaniuiifesnis (Hafeez et al,, 2016) win1snseyidanand
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p1vdsnaliosfifelofingaiu Feorafinanssnudensgosuaznislivslenilimislnaugluemisle pCs Avnunld
Tugtisunenssmeenafinsgndeasoongrdluszarinmsldan lumsldnuliiussansnmgsanasimslinnesidio
Timsuusuamsesngnilundndusinouinnduinuinansld uieeraldasiefu (encapsulation) Litetiaafiu
arseengisgnvhans agnlsfinunadnsvesnislisiuagfuoguarauninesdnidne Tngludniifqunmd dnnsdans

Rengegfnargnaveuniotiy nMsiasu PCs lupmnsiuealidmadisuindeaussanmnisuanvasliiileliagadniau

Table 2 Effect of MCFAs and PFAs supplementation on growth performance of broiler chicken

MCFAs

ltems Control MCFAs PFAs SEM P-value

with PFAs
Initial body weight (g/bird) 42.78 42.47 42.56 42.69 0.083 0.455
1-10 days of age
Body weight (g/bird) 323.84 323.89 327.43 322.84 1.051 0.251
BWG (g/bird) 281.06 281.43 284.88 280.15 1.031 0.230
Fl (g/bird) 324.05 321.32 32591 321.31 1.111 0.380
FCR 1.15 1.14 1.14 1.15 0.004 0.687
Mortality (%) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 - -
11-24 days of age
Body weight (g/bird) 1,324.86 1,347.13 1,359.21 1,344.01 12.585 0.127
BWG (g/bird) 1,001.01 1,023.23 1,031.77 1,021.17 11.866 0.135
FI (¢/bird) 1,339.21 1,355.74 1,360.30 1,354.71 12.429 0.421
FCR 1.34 1.33 1.32 1.33 0.005 0.389
Mortality (%) 0.67 1.33 0.00 1.33 0.291 0.217
25-35 days of age
Body weight (g/bird) 2,44597 2,464.30 2,476.88 2,467.59 28.098 0.656
BWG (g/bird) 1,121.11 1,117.17 1,117.68 1,123.58 16.211 0.975
Fl (g/bird) 1,774.24 1,768.77 1,768.63 1,768.03 24.854 0.994
FCR 1.58 1.58 1.58 1.57 0.007 0.948
Mortality (%) 0.36 0.38 1.43 0.00 0.210 0.069
1-35 days of age
Body weight (g/bird) 2,445.97 2,464.30 2,476.88 2,467.59 28.098 0.656
BWG (g/bird) 2,403.19 2,421.83 2,434.33 2,424.90 28.066 0.652
FlI (¢/bird) 3,437.50 3,445.83 3,454.84 3,444.05 37.146 0.970
FCR 1.43 1.42 1.42 1.42 0.003 0.623

Mortality (%) 1.00 1.67 1.33 1.33 0.344 0.868
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Fnunzmedugiuineuesdilddunansvadiile

Kawas MCFAs ua PCs slodnwmzmsdugiineweuiadodldidndiunansvedlidoiony 35 fu uanslily
Table 3 nmanwaraneiniavesldnieldndesganssatuandly Figure 1 Han1sAnwinuiiAugdala mnunina
Aala wariiuiiinlalalsifiruuandsiussrinangunaaes (P>0.05) sgndlsfinuldidefildsuonmsiaiu MCFAs ua PCs
ogslaeenmils viemsieiusmiuiimanudnvesniusimniinguaunuetiiuddyysedia (P<0.05) dwalvishanaiu
anugialadennudnvesnivrivesdldidndrunarsvedlnildSuomsiiiasu MCFAs uaz PCs aenslnogranils vde
naaiusmtuiidiganiingueuguegteiifddymaadinulude (P<0.05) aenrdastumsfnunountidinuii
n19ia3u MCFAs wae PCs Tuomnisliiile nuimisuiuugnnuinvesriiuas snandunnugeialademiudnuesaius
vp3abdand1uA U (duodenum) wazdruany (ileum)lﬁaﬁu (Peri¢ et al,, 2010; Murugesan et al., 2015; Balti¢ et al,,
2018; Santos et al,, 2019) uonINTMsLaTy MCFAs Liissogaufemioninaiudaudy PCs wuiannsntisiunigs
Jala muntsiala wavituiiinialavesd ldidndnsu drunans wavdrutmevedliiieedaditoddymieadn (P<0.05)
Lﬁ@LU?EULﬁSUﬁUﬂd&JM‘U@M (Rodriguez-Lecompte et al., 2012; Sultan et al., 2015; Abudabos et al., 2017; Amer et
al, 2021) Tumanseiudny Khatibjoo et al. (2018) way Sadurni et al. (2022) wWuINsLESULAED MCFAs 0.05% &4 0.20%
lifinarodnunzduguinendilddnvesdiie

a

ANdgaveialaauisausdiisUssansamlunsafaeulednneadioyiaiiodisgese1msiaraiuaiunse

o
1Y 1%

Tun1sgeduansomns anudnvesrsUrivditednsinmsadiagadivnaadugad (stem cell) vosnsuviiionaunuiala
nanaenluanizund Jeranudnvesnivriiauanvinfinsaiaeadlnites esnwadialaiinisgniaieain
AwlanUasuuaziinvgaasnesnainuivalddosas Feustidsguawarldninuaziunairelodoinervedld snsrdu

¢ v a U o o 3

Anugdialarennuinveseiundlanuduiusivduiueadieumelslen (enterocyte cell) uazigadnauiuan (goblet
cell) vioronairafionvasdldfifinihiiairaiion lnednnduenugiialaneanudnvesniuiidaridsduiusfusei
goblet cell fntu dqwaiﬁssﬁumﬁﬁ’wﬁ'ﬂLﬁ‘u-?]vuLLazﬁﬁwﬁaﬂﬁm%qﬂwaqﬁﬂﬁmnLLUﬂﬁL%‘EinaIiﬂ (Prakatur et al.,
2019) Tng MCFAs uay PCs fnmanddunuaiifefiusunsieroszuumaiiuemsuazaild (Athanasiadou et al,
2007; Zeitz et al,, 2015) ﬁﬂﬁmsﬁmL%aﬁuaaﬁ’ﬂé’amaqLLazLeuaa"ialaﬁgnﬁwamlﬁﬁ"uwmfamvwﬁ%u weNaN PCs ¢4l
AnanTAfueyyedasziiduaimguesnisiinanueiesanufiteeendinduuasiignsdunissniauvesad (Gessner
et al,, 2017) Imamsaaaqwémaq PCs ﬂzﬁmié’uéy’amwgﬂmiﬂsxﬁumsé’ﬂLausuml,ﬁnaa‘u%mmﬁﬂﬁ Faaglududanmaindeui
vouwadiindonvnmguinuiiiamssniay dwahlsifinisvdsasnssdunssniaulungulslnladanasuasiwaddld

I@sunsveuugansiBavu datunsiasu MCFAs ua/vse PCs Jullananiftieuuusgunmeussanldlad

Table 3 Effect of MCFAs and PFAs supplementation on jejunum histomorphology of broiler chicken

MCFAs
Items Control MCFAs PFAs SEM P-value
with PFAs
Villus height (um) 1,242.84 1,262.00 1,262.03 1,258.08 16.686 0.974
Villus width (um) 150.87 152.47 152.72 152.58 1.326 0.960
Villus surface area (mm? 0.188 0.192 0.193 0.192 0.003 0.956
Crypt depth (um) 273.55° 239.71° 239.11° 243.25° 4.159 0.005
Villi height: crypt depth 4.539° 5.347° 5.295° 5.257° 0.098 0.004

" indicated the difference within a row was significant (P<0.05)
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Figure 1 Histomorphology of the jejunum under a microscope: (a) control diet; (b) control diet with supplemented

MCFAs; (c) control diet supplemented with PCs; (d) control diet supplemented with MCFAs and PCs.
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