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ABSTRACT: This research aimed to study needs for extension for production of casava farmers and comparison the
Extension Needs on casava production under the contact farming system of farmer in Suvannakhet province, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic. Data was collected using interview from 294 casava farmers under the contract
farming system. Data was analyzed by using descriptive statistics namely, frequency, percentage, maximum,
minimum, mean and standard deviation. The F-test analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used for hypothesis testing
and Scheffe’s test was used for comparing the mean difference between groups. The study results of the extension
needs on casava production under the contact farming system of farmer were found in fourteen aspects as follow:
providing high productivity breeding, establishing a group of farmers, price assurance, suggestions to farmers,
agricultural machinery, propagation, using proper soil preparation, training, pesticides, using technology transmission
center as the center for extension, radio, to supply purchase source, exhibition and organizing cassava contest. The
opinions of farmers in Savannakhet province should be studied regarding the use of cassava production technology.
Because of the production conditions of farmers, it is considered that there is still little practice according to
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academic principles. The results from the comparisons of the needs for extension for casava production of farmers
under the contract farming system showed that the farmers with different the farmers who had different average
income from cassava, cultivation areas, different yield of cassava per rai had statistically significant difference (p<0.05)
in needs for extension.

Keywords: extension needs; contract farming system; farmers; Suvannakhet Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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Table 1 Extension Needs on casava production under the contact farming system of farmer in Suvannakhet province,

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Extension Needs on casava production of farmer

Needs for extension Std. Level of
Number Mean
Deviation Needs!
Knowledge

1. Planting 294 3.23 0.75 Medium

1.1 using proper soil preparation 294 3.63 0.68 High
1.2 increase the organic matter of soil 294 2.60 0.56 Medium
1.3 breeding selection 294 3.22 0.64 Medium
1.4 using breeding to high yielding 294 3.47 0.68 Medium
2. Management 294 3.01 0.75 Medium
2.1 using fertilizer 294 3.38 0.64 Medium

2.2 Nutrients for cassava 294 244 0.50 Low
2.3 prevention and elimination of diseases 294 3.49 0.65 Medium
2.4 prevention and elimination of pests 294 3.48 0.67 Medium
2.5 weeding 294 2.98 0.44 Medium

2.6 intercropping 294 2.30 0.46 Low
3. Harvesting and post-harvest 294 3.00 0.68 Medium
3.1 how to harvest 294 2.75 0.43 Medium
3.2 practice after harvesting 294 2.98 0.70 Medium
3.3 factors affecting cassava deterioration 294 3.03 0.75 Medium
3.4 cassava processing 294 3.25 0.68 Medium

4. Propagation of cassava 294 3.55 0.76 High

4.1 propagation 294 377 0.82 High
4.2 stalk storage 294 3.33 0.62 Medium
5. Organization of agricultural systems for growing cassava 294 2.92 0.60 Medium
5.1 planting cassava in rice fields 294 2.71 0.46 Medium
5.2 cassava planting in irrigation system 294 3.32 0.64 Medium
5.3 Intercopping 294 272 0.46 Medium

Remark: !Level of needs (Mean) 4.50-5.00 = Very High 3.50-4.49 = High 2.50-3.49 = Medium 1.50-2.49 = Low 1.00-1.49 =Needless
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Table 1 Extension Needs on casava production under the contact farming system of farmer in Suvannakhet province,

Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Continue)

Extension Needs on casava production of farmer

Needs for extension Std. Level of
Number Mean
Deviation Needs!
Extension methods

1. Personal Extension 294 3.20 0.66 Medium
1.1 visited to provide tips on the area 294 3.39 0.57 Medium

1.2 using the Agricultural Technology Transfer Center as a 3.62 0.51

294 High

center for promoting

1.3 Transmission through agricultural leaders in the

294 2.89 0.56 Medium
community
1.4 telephone contact 294 2.89 0.68 Medium
2. Group Promotion 294 3.34 0.66 Medium
2.1 training 294 3.63 0.49 High
2.2 field trip 294 3.09 0.63 Medium
2.3 establishment of demonstration plots in the area 294 3.31 0.71 Medium
3. Mass Promotion 294 3.14 0.73 Medium
3.1 television 294 2.41 0.49 Low
3.2 radio 294 3.59 0.69 High
3.3 broadcast tower 294 2.76 0.43 Medium
3.4 documents provide suggestions 294 3.07 0.50 Medium
3.5 exhibition 294 3.52 0.71 High
3.6 organizing cassava contest 294 3.51 0.64 High
Agricultural Supports
1. Agricultural inputs 294 3.62 0.74 High
1.1 coordination financing 294 2.86 0.53 Medium
1.2 pesticides 294 3.63 0.48 High
1.3 coordination distributes fertilizer 294 3.41 0.65 Medium
1.4 agricultural machinery 294 3.82 0.53 High
1.5 providing high productivity breeding 294 4.40 0.53 High
2. Marketing 294 3.56 0.68 High
2.1 price assurance 294 3.96 0.42 High
2.2 supply purchase source 294 3.58 0.71 High
2.3 provide news about price and marketing 294 3.14 0.61 Medium
3. Promotions and services 294 3.65 0.66 High
3.1 giving advice to farmers 294 3.85 0.53 High
3.2 academic document services 294 3.14 0.61 Medium
3.3 establishing a group of farmers 294 3.97 0.52 High

Remark: !Level of needs (Mean) 4.50-5.00 = Very High 3.50-4.49 = High 2.50-3.49 = Medium 1.50-2.49 = Low 1.00-1.49 =Needless
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Table 2 The comparison of the Extension Needs on casava production under the contact farming system of farmer in Suvannakhet province, by income, cultivation

areas, and Yield of cassava per rai

Income (Bath) cultivation areas (rai) Yield of cassava per rai (Kg)
Needs for extension 132,601- 4,801-
<132,600 >145,800 P-value <6 6.1-12 >12 P-value <4,800 >5,600 P-value
145,800 5,600
Knowledge
1. Planting
1.1 using proper soil preparation 3.852 3.09° 3.872 0.000"" | 3.43> 3807 355 0.000"" 3.76° 3.85° 3.44°  0.000™"
1.2 Increase the organic matter of soil 2.53P 2.33P 2.842 0.000"™" | 2.53 2.65 2.64 0.172 2.972 2.53P 2.46°  0.000™"
1.3 breeding selection 3.432 2.83b 3.382 0.000™"" 3.14 3.32 3.09 0.037" 3.16° 3.432 3.15b 0.004™
1.4 using breeding to high yielding 3.792 3.06 3.572 0.000™" | 3.25° 3.66° 3.50% 0.000™ 3.40° 3.792 3.33b 0.000™"
2. Caring
2.1 using fertilizer 3.712 2.83b 3.562 0.000™" | 3.24° 3.462 3.642 0.003™ 3.43b 3.712 3.17¢ 0.000™"
2.2 essential nutrients for cassava 2.45 2.40 247 0.610 244 2.48 2.23 0.091 2.26° 2.45% 2.532 0.001™
2.3 prevention and elimination of diseases 3,732 3.00° 3.69° 0.000"" | 3.30°  3.63%7  3.59%®  0.000"" 3.712 3.73? 3.24°  0.000™"
2.4 prevention and elimination of pests 3,732 2.93° 3,722 0.000"" | 3.34>  3.60° 350 0.005" 3.70° 3,732 3.24°>  0.000™
2.5 weeding 2.99° 2.76° 3.142 0.000™" 2.96 3.00 295 0.734 3.20? 2.99b 2.87° 0.000™"
2.6 intercropping 2.39° 2.34%0 2.22b 0.021" 2.34 2.29 223 0.487 2.27 2.39 2.27 0.155
3. Harvesting and post-harvest
3.1 how to harvest 2.802 2.46° 2.932 0.000™" | 2.67° 2.822 2.73% 0.023" 2.962 2.80? 2.62 0.000™"
3.2 practice after harvesting 3.242 2.77° 2.97° 0.000™" | 2.862 3.052 3.232 0.018" 3.40? 3.242 2.63b 0.000™"
3.3 factors affecting cassava deterioration 3.612 2.56¢ 3.00° 0.000™" | 2.82°  3.16* 3322 0.000™ 3.34° 3.612 2.56¢ 0.000™"
3.4 cassava processing 3.562 2.70 3.442 0.000™" | 3.06° 3.392 3.412 0.000™" 3.572 3.562 2.92b 0.000™"
4. Propagation of cassava

*

Remark: "= Significant .05 “"= Significant .01 """ = Significant .001
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Table 2 The comparison of the need for extension on production of cassava farmers under the contract farming system in Savannakhet province by income, cultivation

areas, and Yield of cassava per rai (continue)

Income (Bath) cultivation areas (rai) Yield of cassava per rai (Kg)
Needs for extension 132,601- 4,801-
<132,600 >145,800 P-value <6 6.1-12 >12 P-value <4,800 >5,600 P-value
145,800 5,600

4.1 propagation 4.032 3.06 4.132 0.000™" | 3.49° 3.992 3.952 0.000™" 4.27? 4.032 3.39b 0.000™"

4.2 breeding storage 3.63 3.02¢ 3.36P 0.000"" | 3.17°  3.44° 350 0.000™ | 3.36° 363  3.15°  0.000™
5. Agricultural system management plant cassava

5.1 cassava planting in fields 2.792 2.54b 2.772 0.000™" 2.66 2.76 2.59 0.096 2.78% 2.792 2.63b 0.009™

5.2 cassava planting in irrigation system 3.392 2.91° 3,572 0.000™ | 3.22 3.39 3.45 0.051 3.692 3.39° 3.10¢ 0.000™"

5.3 cassava planting along with other crops 2.802 2.52° 2.812 0.000™ | 2.69 2.76 2.64 0.275 2,772 2.80% 2.65% 0.039"
Promotion
1. Personal Promotion

1.1 visited to provide tips on the area 3.49 3.28 3.41 0.051 3.28° 3.48?2 3.452 0.016" 3.33 3.49 3.37 0.189

1.2 using technology transmission center 3.65% 3.49° 3.692 0.017" 3.54 3.67 3.64 0.115 3.732 3.65%°  3.54° 0.034"

1.3 to convey the community leader 2.942b 2.76 2.95° 0.021" 2.88 2.90 2.86 0.909 2.86 2.95 2.88 0.529

1.4 telephone contact 3.00° 2.50° 3.10° 0.000™ | 2.71° 3.032 2.95%®  0.000™" 3.10° 3.00° 2.73b 0.000™"
2. Group Promotion

2.1 training 3.80° 3.53b 3.60° 0.001™ 3.60 3.67 3.59 0.492 3.39b 3.80° 3.66° 0.000™"

2.2 field trip 3.29° 3.00 3.02° 0.004™ 3.02 3.17 291 0.064 2.89° 3.29° 3.0820 0.000™"

2.3 the preparation of plantations in the area 3.28° 2.96¢ 3.60° 0.000™" | 3.14°> 345  336%®  0.002" 3.76° 3,28 3.12°  0.000™"
3. Mass Promotion

3.1 television 2.61° 2.28b 2.38P 0.000™" | 2.26° 2.532 2.45%®  0.000™" 2.13¢ 2.61° 2.44° 0.000™"

3.2 radio 3.802 2.99b 3.902 0.000™" | 3.37° 3.782 35926 0.000™" 3.90? 3.80? 3.330 0.000""

Remark: "= Significant .05 " "= Significant .01

*

*

" = Significant .001
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Table 2 The comparison of the need for extension on production of cassava farmers under the contract farming system in Savannakhet province by income,

cultivation areas, and Yield of cassava per rai (continue)

Income (Bath) cultivation areas (rai) Yield of cassava per rai (Kg)
Needs for extension 132,601- 4,801-
<132,600 >145,800 P-value <6 6.1-12 >12 P-value <4,800 >5,600 P-value
145,800 5,600
3.3 broadcast tower 2.892 2.42b 2.932 0.000™" | 2.63 2.87° 2.77%*  0.000™" 2.87° 2.892 2.64° 0.000™""
3.4 documents provide suggestions 3.01 3.13 3.06 0.287 3.04 3.09 3.14 0.599 3.10 3.01 3.09 0.465
3.5 exhibition 3.752 2.96 3.77° 0.000™" | 3.26° 3.712 3.682 0.000™" 3.832 3.752 3.24b 0.000™"
3.6 organizing cassava contest 3,702 3.07° 3,712 0.000™ | 3.34> 3652 3.59%®  0.000™" 3.742 3,702 3.29®  0.000""
Support
1. Agricultural inputs
1.1 coordination financing 3.162 2.51¢ 2.93b 0.000™" | 2.73 297 2.95%®  0.001™ 3.062 3.162 2.60° 0.000™"
1.2 pesticides 3.812 3.40° 3.692 0.000™ | 3.50° 3.762 35526 0.000™" 3.56° 3.812 3.57° 0.000™"
1.3 coordination distributes fertilizer 3.582 3.06 3.572 0.000™" | 3.23° 3.532 3.682 0.000™" 3.77? 3.582 3.15b 0.000™"
1.4 agricultural machinery 3.80% 3.942 3.74° 0.019" 3.79 3.84 3.86 0.723 3.83 3.80 3.83 0.926
1.5 providing high productivity breeding 4.81° 4.08¢ 4.37° 0.000" | 430>  4.49*  4.41% 0011 4.44> 481 415  0.000™
2. Marketing
2.1 price assurance 3.90 4.01 3.96 0.227 397 395 3.95 0.953 393 3.90 4.01 0.147
2.2 to supply purchase source 3.78° 2.99b 3.88° 0.000™" | 3.36° 3.78° 3.45%®  0.000™" 3.932 3.78° 3.30b 0.000™"
2.3 provide news about price and marketing 3,192 2.91° 3,282 0.000™" | 3.06 3.22 3.09 0.109 3.392 3.19%  3,00°  0.000™"
3. Promotions and services
3.1 suggestions to farmers 3.89° 3.57b 4.022 0.000™"" 3.82 3.88 3.77 0.452 3.84 3.89 3.83 0.709
3.2 academic document services 3,382 2.69° 3,322 0.000"" | 3.02> 324 3,18 0.007" 3.392 3.382 2.90°  0.000™"
3.3 establishing a group of farmers 3.95 3.99 3.97 0.890 4.01 3.95 3.86 0.424 3.86 3.95 4.03 0.062

Remark: "= Significant .05 “"= Significant .01 """ = Significant .001
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