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ABSTRACT: This research aims to study the production process of community-distilled spirits, marketing channels
and the added value of rice, problems and limitations, as well as suggestions to improve production. This research
was conducted in Seed Group and Agricultural Production Processing Community Enterprise in Khon Kaen Province.
It is qualitative research. Informants include 23 people of community enterprise leaders and members. Data were
collected using semi-structured interviews and participatory observation. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics along with content analysis. The results found that the community enterprise was established and
registered in 2017. In 2023, there were 27 members. For distilled spirits production, sticky rice, traditional Thai
fermentation starter (Look-Pang), and water are used. The process of distilled spirits production consists of 2 steps:
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fermentation and distillation spirits. The community enterprise sells distilled spirits through 3 channels, including
sales at the production site, sales via purchase order, and sales at agricultural product fairs. The result also found
that increasing the value of rice by processing rice into community distilled liquor has a cost of 27.3 baht per 1
kilogram of rice, which is calculated as a profit of 72.7 baht per 1 kilogram of rice. It increased value by 266.3 percent
from the cost. Farmers expressed the highest opinions on the choice of processing rice into distilled liquor and
selling it to community enterprises (30.4%). Most of the problems that the community enterprise faces are not
problems in the production process but are problems in the legal process, such as requesting permission to produce
community distilled spirits. Guidelines for promoting the production of community distilled spirits include planning
rice cultivation to produce sufficient yield for the production in community distilled spirits, supporting modern
distillation equipment, and improving product distribution channels.

Keywords: local wisdom; creating added value in agricultural products; processing; local spirits
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Figure 1 Map showing community land use of the case study
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Figure 2 Diagram showing the utilization of community enterprises area:

a) vegetable planting area, b) event space, ¢) local liquor factory, d) house
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Figure 3 Distilled liquor production equipment:

a) Pieces of stone used as stove, b) Distillation pot, c) Receiving liquid arm, d) Wok, e) Towel, f) Fermentation tank
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Figure 4 Distilled liquor production process
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Table 1 Local liquor distribution channels for community enterprises

Distribution channels No. (bottle)  Value (Baht) Percentage (%)
Sales of products at the place of production 380 212,800 10.0
Selling through orders from people outside the area 3,040 1,702,400 80.0
Selling products from liquor expo booths or agricultural fair products 380 212,800 10.0
Total 3,800 2,128,000 100.0
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Figure 4 Path to the added value of rice from local liquor production by the community enterprise
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Table 2 Value of local liquor production by community enterprises

Materials Distilled liquor by member
Volume Cost (Baht)
Sticky rice (A) 150 (Kg) 16
Loog-Pang 75 (Balls) 10
water 112 (Liter) 1.26
Employee 1 (Person) 700
Fuel and tap water - 100

Fruit juice - _
Distilled liquor - -
Packaging bottles 750 ml. - -

Duty stamp - -
Brand and warnings sticker - -
Total cost (Baht) (B) 4,091.1

Cost per sticky rice 1 kg (C=B/A) 273

Production quantity (D) 100 Liter
Wholesale price (E) 150 Baht per liter
Total income (Baht) (F=D*E) 15,000

Income per sticky rice 1 kg (Baht) (G=F/A) 100

Profit per sticky rice 1 kg (Baht) (H=G-C) 72.7

Added value from cost (%) (I=H/C*100) 266.3
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Table 3 Community enterprise members' opinions on the selection of rice distribution models and channels

Distribution Distribution Opinions on Reasons
Models channels choices
(%)
Paddy Rice mill The mill is a place where rice is purchased to sell paddy.

2L Sold once, Sold in large quantities, convenient

Agricultural Can sell large quantities at a time and convenient

cooperatives “ transportation to agricultural cooperatives.

Community As a member of the group, there is a need to sell rice to

enterprise 8.7 community enterprises. Because it will create

employment within the group.

Rice Outside the Sold as milled rice that the market should be able to

community “ sell and get a good price.

Online 8.7 Selling online in a wide market, Should have more
purchasing power than other channels.

Community 4.3 Selling it as milled rice gets a better price than selling it

enterprise as paddy rice.

Sato Online 4.3 Specializing in the production of Sato Jelling through
online channels should have more purchasing power
and demand than selling through other channels.

Community 8.7 The production process is simpler than that of distilled
enterprise spirits, because it does not require distillation.
Employment occurs within community enterprises.
Distilled liquor In the 4.3 Selling distilled spirits at community retail stores tends
community to fetch better prices than sales through other channels.
Community 30.4 Selling distilled spirits to community enterprises, It will
enterprise create employment within community enterprises. In

addition, the sale of distilled spirits also generates good

income for community enterprises. No need to peddle
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