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Alleviating chilling injury in postharvest sweet basil and holy basil leaves by
melatonin: insights into oxidative damage and phenolic-related enzymatic
activities under low-temperature storage
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ABSTRACT: Sweet basil (Ocimum basilicum) and holy basil (Ocimum tenuiflorum) are sensitive to low temperatures
and typically exhibit chilling injury (Cl) as brown spots on the leaf surface. This study aimed to investigate the effects
of melatonin on alleviating Cl, oxidative damage, and phenolic-related enzymatic activities in sweet and holy basil
leaves. Melatonin was sprayed at concentrations of 0, 50, 100, 200, and 400 uM before storage at 6 °C for 8 days.
The results showed that holy basil began to exhibit Cl on day 2 and surpassed the acceptable threshold by day 4,
whereas sweet basil started showing symptoms on day 4 and exceeded the threshold by day 6. Application of 200
UM melatonin can extend shelf life up to 2 days and reduce Cl in both species by 20-22% compared to the control
throughout storage. Additionally, melatonin can reduce electrolyte leakage by 9% in sweet basil and 24% in holy
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basil, decrease malondialdehyde level by 12% and 21%, and lower hydrogen peroxide content by 18% and 31%,
respectively. Melatonin also maintained antioxidant capacity by 23% higher than the control in sweet basil and 58%
in holy basil, and increased total phenolic content by 13% and 62%, respectively. Furthermore, melatonin also
reduced polyphenol oxidase and peroxidase activities in holy basil by 19% and 249%, respectively. Although sweet
basil responds physiologically less than holy basil, melatonin can still reduce Cl to a similar extent, which indicates
different mechanisms of action in each plant species.

Keywords: melatonin; chilling injury; physiological responses; sweet basil; holy basil
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walvilu (melatonin) %38 N-acetyl-5-methoxytryptamine \Jusyiusvesdulaiaiiu (indoleamine) finuludng
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ATaATEANgaIATAI (Shah et al, 2023) uonanil yuAdevsnatndusuhmsldiwaiiniuluuinalaiiu 10 mg de
Fu fianuuasnsosieuywe (Andersen et al, 2021) uazfissaunmsnwdumniviuainduinldfunandnmanis
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pmsaziuumUszdiuaniuiidimarivnnguuiilu Tneudadu 5 seu a1u3snnsves Wongsheree et al.
(2009) Tneiiszsiudsil: 1 liiinornsaviumm, 2 Winemisasiununadndes SRuiddaadszana 1-5%, 3 iin
omsavTumuIULnans SRuiidhaauszanm 6-20%, 4 inensavinununann Siufiddinalssana 21-50%
way 5 \ineImsasiurumsuuss ffufidimaiiu 50% deiernisasiummngniuumuaunis: dafoinisagiin
WM = NaTINvBIsTRUIM AR lushegeme / S1urusegaiomn nenasinissensudmiulunsewues
nzsARTtionnsagynununlidiiu 3
nsgap et

yhmsdaimiinvesiiegnemn 2 fu saeanaiuing wWesdudmagaudedmiingndunmumuaunis: fesagms
gy = (i - dadnudaituing) / dmnEuu x 100
nsUsiliuanudevneeendinduvaaibeuivad

amnudemeeendiatuvendoruuszifiuain (1) msfalvavesarsdidnnslad (Electrolyte leakage, EL) uaw (2)
Usunamasulaueadles (malondialdehyde, MDA)

U364 MDA 3iasnevimnuisnisves Velikova et al. (2000) InstiluresiogafiwiuaziBonsiuan 5 nfu unafn
sensalasnasiser@iin (trichloroacetic acid) Anududu 5% Usums 50 mL yniuthludumissmnaznousaeuss 5,000
x ¢ figaumgdl 4 °C Huan 20 il hdmveavadlauinnns 1 mL wanfunsalvleunsluyin (thiobarbituric acid) A
Wt 0.5% lunslasnasiser@in maududu 20% U3uas 2 mL welidfuwdnilugulusraiiiion Wuman 10 i
snthuiliBuasiigungiives udnilufanisganduuasd 532 (A,) war 600 (A,) nm #e UV-1900i spectrophotometer
(Shimadzu, Japan) ﬁwhms@mﬂﬁuLLaqﬁ'?mlé'lUﬁwmzuU%mm MDA au@an1s: Usuae MDA (nmol) = [(A-A,)/155] x 1000

A1 EL AAsizvinnadin1aves Cheng et al. (1985) Tngilurassegnsfiaduau 10 ludendu indredetsaan
loeou (deionized water) 3 ads ﬂﬁﬂfuLawzﬁaaﬁLawzgﬂ (cork borer) vwaduHIUAUENA1 6 mm d1uu 3 Jeely 3y
Tunzudasun 10 Sudenguldasluaiithinannleseu Usias 25 mL feislf 30 Wit udharsazansun o
st (E1) §e ST3030 JEDTO Conductivity/Temp Meter (Santa Technology, Thailand) annduiluuglugnaien
wiu 15 Wit vliSuasilgamnfivos udrindmstiluih (£2) 8nass tharnslwihdldluduamnuanns: @ EL (%)
= (E1/E2) x 100
nmsnseidsnalalasiauesesnled (H,0,) uasdnenmitueyyadase

USunas H,0, 1Az 1335 n15v04 ElShabrawi et al. (2010) waz Kaur et al. (2016) Tngtinluveasiogiefiviu
avdens iy 5 ndu unatadensalnsnasiserdin Ardudy 5% Y3uims 50 mL anduihludunismnazneustaouss
5,000 x ¢ tutaan 20 unil ﬁqmmﬁ 4 °C Whdwvaarailalsunms 1 mL waudvansaraneasaeantnduleduoaneisa
(ferrous oxidation-xylenol orange) USuns 2 mL udaiaiials 15 wfl mnﬁ?uﬁwlﬂi’mﬁwmsgmnﬁuLLmﬁmmmqﬂﬁu 560 nm
AwInUTII H,0, (nmol) Tnen1sil3euisuivansasals H0, 105§

fneamdnuaysadase 31AsEvanIsn1sves Mun’im (2003) InetihluvesiedefiviuaziBeaniin 5 n3u
UnafindaBLemuea 95% Usuns 50 mL ntuhlusismnnznousonss 5,000 x ¢ figaumind 4 °C w20 udt thdau
e lauiuIng 0.05 mL wandulahvuezdmninines (sodium acetate buffer) AuLTNTY 0.1 M (pH 5.5) U3uns
3 mL wazansazaiy DPPH (2,2-diphenyl-1-picrylhydrazyl) A213Lu91 0.12 mM luenuea 95% U3nms 2.95 mL 1wen

Widriusdadsisliundadunan 30 wit mntwihluianisganiuuasfinnuenadu 517 nm dnenwsueuyadassiie
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53R DPPH AwidnAIn1sgandulasiianas wWisuiisuivyaauauitlduinduunuansadinainiiy dsaunis:

Fnenmdnueyyadass (% n1séuds DPPH) = [(A blank — A sample) / A blank] x 100 Tagl A blank = A1n1sgAnAuLas

aa o

vosmitlafldansada uag A sample = AnnsganAuLAsBYAVIRaRsTITlaNTar
nMsATIERUsNIaETHueEn

USinauansiluedn 3iAs1evinnaisnisved Ketsa and Atantee (1998) InatiluresseensfiniuasiBonsiuam 5 n3u
unarasae 95% Lovuea 50 mlL thansatadildlutuwiownewss 5,000 x ¢ ﬁqmmqﬁ 4 °C Y1 20 U9 ihdwvesuala
YSuas 0.2 mL waufivansazanevledualeunaniiolaus (Folin-Ciocalteau reagent) ALdaYU 10% UTHns 1 mL uay
ansazans Na,CO, AMANTUY 7.5% U3ums 0.8 mL WA ULl duna 2 Falug mﬂﬁ?uﬁﬂiﬂi’mmmsqmﬂﬁul,m
fieueadu 765 nm WisuiuanuuturaInsnlnadnuInsgu (gallic acid equivalent, GAE) uasA1uUsuuiuedn
Tunuiwues mg GAE/g FW
mylnneitanssuveseulwififettesiuaandinduvasansituedn

Aanssuveneulediliendestunseendinduvesansiiuedn Jiasgian (1) Anssuveseuleinediveasend
e (PPO) uay (2) Aanssuveseuledineseanding (POD) mu5nN1590¢ Huang et al. (1990) uag Jiang (1999)

iluresiiviuaziBendiuiu 5 ndu unatadelafeunoamaivines (sodium phosphate buffer) Ay 0.1
M (pH 6.8) U335 25 mL waztisiwaladalwlsalau (PVP) $1uau 0.5 n3u thludumdeasenss 10,000 x ¢ figuuadl 4 °C
w1y 20 Wit garenduveamalaluiinsgiiansavesioulesi PPO uax POD warUSanailusiu

mMyiATzRnanssuvesouled PPO ihatsadaveutoulesiuiuing 0.1 mL waudulsineuveaatnives (pH
6.8) ALTUTY 0.1 M UTUINT 2.4 mL way d-uiiaumiinea (4-methylcatechol) AM3LTNTY 0.1 M USuIms 0.5 mL wen
Iﬁvﬁwf‘“fuLLﬁaﬁﬂU’J’mmmi@mﬂﬁuLLmﬁmmsmﬂ?{u 420 nm Juan 5 uil ﬁmumiﬁﬁhmsm?ismuﬂawmmmmﬁmm
0.01 waeseu?l Wit 1 U TneAanssuveseulysi PPO wansiheliu U/mg protein

nsiATIzRnanssuvesoulysl POD dhansanane uteulesdusnims 0.1 mL waudulaisunaamninines (pH
6.8) ALTNTU 0.1 M USums 2.7 mL wazialomsa (guaiacol) Anuidadi 4% Usung 0.1 mL wag H,0, AMUULTY 1%
U319 0.1 mL welidriuudnilusarmsganduaduiasi 470 nm Wunan 5 wiit Asuslidmsiasuulasmesnis
AANGuLER 0.01 ihesawi wiiu 1 U TneRanssuveaeulysl POD wanwmiielu U/mg protein

[

Yunalusiuluansadaeuled Jinseinnuisnisues Lowry et al. (1951) isuiulusiuuinsguluiugsudayiu
(bovine serum albumin) TneU3anadusfuiialdimiedu me
maeseiianssuvaseuluififisntestiunisadreansituedn

Aanssuveseulediliendestunisadnasiivedninsisiann Aanssuveneulvifaozardusenluielaioa
(phenylalanine ammonia lyase, PAL) finuiasion1531n Lopez-Galvez et al. (1996)

Tneluvessiegeiiwiuazidonsiui 5 n¥u unatameluieuvaisndvives (sodium borate buffer) Aa7u
Wudu 50 mM (pH 8.8) fifidunauves 2-wesuaulneniuea (2-mercaptoethanol) AIdudy 7 mM waznsaefiay
Ipozdumnsozdin (EDTA) Armidadu 1 mM U3u1ms 20 mL ntuthansadndildludusissdennuuse 10,000 x gﬁ
gaunni 4 °C U1 20 Wi QmLm%y’wuaqmmﬁlé’lﬂﬁmﬁwsﬁﬁaﬂiimaﬂ PAL uazUsunaulusiu

AMTATILINAINTTUVRY PAL InethansaiavenuieulesiuSunns 0.1 mL waudulafeuvasntnines Aududy
0.1 M (pH 8.8) U31ms 1.9 mL wazueailiasarilu (L-phenylalanine) Aruidudu 20 mM Usu1es 1 mL wenlidniuudn
Wluvnt 30 °C WJunan 15 wifl mnﬁ?wqmuﬁﬁ%mﬁw H,S0, AMUGNTY 3 M USu19s 0.1 mL ﬁﬂlﬂifmmmi@mﬂﬁmmﬁ
ATINENIAAY 290 Nm ﬁmwﬂﬁﬂ'wmiamﬂﬁuﬂﬁ'uumﬁL‘Uﬁ"ammaq 0.001 AUyl Wiy 1 U waghanssuvesoulesl PAL

wanavideidu U/mg protein
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n5AsEideyan1eana

sﬁagjaQﬂimﬁwﬁm’muﬂiﬂi’m (analysis of variance, ANOVA) A 181U Statistics Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS), version 26 (Chicago, IL, USA) LLa:LU%'EJULﬁaummummwwmmLﬂ?ﬂizﬁdﬂdﬁﬂ%ﬂaaaiuﬁaﬂnmLﬁmﬁ’u
seI3uewmAd (Tukey’s multiple range test) Aiszdutiaddsy 0.05 dmsumsAnwiaruduiusszninaduusing o 14

FBnsveaiiesdu (Pearson's correlation) lngardedoyaninynirsiarfuaiui 0 faiui 8 veamsiusny

nan1sAnEIazINIal
NavaIuaNiuAaNISANEINTAZTINTUNUIIVDI U NN ILAZNZING

Nnransmaaomuin TulussmnyamusuiBuuansenisasyinumnluiuil 4 wasidndulonnisazvihumuniiu
seiufivansuls (> 3) lutuil 6 9eensiiusnwndl 6 °C nMsdanuwatiniutounsiiusnwisieanududy 50, 100, 200
waz 400 uM TuSuwansernsasinumunaluiudl 4 wazwanlndufinududyu 100, 200 waz 400 pM YIYANAIINTULS
yeamsiAnemsaginuvunldlndidsaiu 20-22% (fisufugamuauedsnasaszezniaiuinw) Inefladuidnigia
asazTuwIAusERUMssansUlutul 8 Ensseznannisueususenld 2 u) susfwarlndufinaududy 50 UM
TrinaliunnseangaaIuAn (Figure 1A)

Tulunsmsgnauaudunaniemsnuiuil 2 waediddeiifussdusousuluiud 4 vesnfuinwd 6 °C ms
Taanduarududu 200 pM Fasanermsaziumumfiatuldds 20% (Fevfugaruauindenaensyernnfvinw)
Tnefadrdiniainenisagiuunifussdusensuluiuil 6 Easzeriarniseousveeni 2 Ju) vasfiwaiiniiufian
windu 50, 100 uay 400 pM Trinaanensasimuvuliuana1RINyanIuAY (Figure 2A)

maqzyﬁaﬁmﬁﬂué’qmﬂﬁmﬁsnLi‘Jummawé’ﬂmaammﬂﬁaum NNaN1INAaeInUI1 Tulnseniuasnsimsyn
muaudimsgapdeimdnifisduesaeides Tnglutuil 8 vesmafuinu Tulnssmusgnamagapdetmidnandu 15%
wa 14% muddu nsdanumanindusieanududy 100 uag 200 uM deunsiiusnud 6 °C ﬂiaaamﬂﬁqmtﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂlﬁ
Wade 11% wag 15% sudiu (Feudugamuauedssasasyaznisiuing) vusilungmaildfumaniufinndudy
100 tag 200 pM ﬂaaammsqzy@afwﬁfﬂlﬁmﬁa 15% ua 16% aadey sbwaiviuiieudadu 50 uaz 400 M lrina

Liuansnsannyanunuluiinnsaesila (Figures 1B and 2B)
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20
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Figure 1 Changes in chilling injury index (A), weight loss (B) and visual appearance (C) in untreated and melatonin

Sweet basil
+ MT 200 llM

(MT)-treated groups of sweet basil leaves during storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Values are presented as mean +
SEM (n = 12). Different letters above the bars indicate significant differences between treatments on the

same day, as determined by Tukey's multiple range test (p < 0.05).

=

d’l Y & U v =1 £ Y s a LY g v
NANIINARDT LIMIALIN 81NTazyIUnUIdANNduRusIBuInAunsaedednminlululuszw (r=0.919) way

CTRe 7]

o

TS (r = 0.977) (Tables 1 and 2) azvipuliiuitonsasyiumuniiiaduiuiividewiln o1uiedesiunsdnuin
& A o g v a & v a g4 8 oa X v aa o Fo ' =
voullaite vnliAauwwsaLazilwiemdlilinmsgadeuniuty (Feidn uag alde, 2556) uenaniidmuin Tunginsdl
anuliseemsaziumumginilulnszmsznintsnsiuinwil 6 °C dullvgruhilunsmsenailasaiuarszuuleaiu
Peuuassgamalidnunnitusenn JuiliAneinisasinununaiiuazuusnd fansiinsinyiuduiewseudisu
ululusgnn waziauuwuvmemsiiuinuiivanzaudmiuiivusazyie
nsldiwaniniiuaududu 100, 200 uar 400 pM @rwnsaaneMsagyuulngegalululusznn (Figure 1A)
vaurilaainduanududu 200 uM Winaaneinisazvinulaasanlulunginst (Figure 2A) Fsaanndosiunansgayide

dminvesiivisaeswin laenquitldsuwarlniuiuwildugeydeihdesniiynmiuaunasntiensiiusne (Figures 1B

Ya v o= A

and 2B) a1nHanina1ngIdedudenldiwaniniuiianududu 200 uM dusunisAnwinalnlunsaneinisagyinumung

aaa

Wosnlinadluiivisaesviinegsainaue lnsaininalnvesuailniivenaifeitesiunisanaiudenieainuizen

o Y o

sondindurendenuad Maiiudnenindueuyadasy visnismuauianssuveseulediliiertesiuiluedn Jewasls

afusegludiudaly slanududuvesuaniiuiidenlddiaenndatuienuidenounin Faszyiigaeanududu
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100-200 uM Tinadfigalunsdudionnsasinununilunandanisnisinensmdinisiiuiies wu uzilame wana win

YU LASUZDN (Song et al,, 2022; Shah et al., 2024)
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Figure 2 Changes in chilling injury index (A), weight loss (B) and visual appearance (C) in untreated and melatonin
(MT)-treated groups of holy basil leaves during storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Values are presented as mean +
SEM (n = 12). Different letters above the bars indicate significant differences between treatments on the

same day, as determined by Tukey's multiple range test (p < 0.05).

navasaindudeanudemeeandinduvestofuvaslulnssniuaznzinsiszuidnimaiuinyiigama i

Y

o =

wansnaaesuandliiiud Weruwadvadulnssnuaznsmsileudsmediuduserimaduinnd 6 °C Tng
Uspidiuand EL wasUina MDA Suduiitarnuidemenedasaindliuiaiuesdussneundnuouderuiad

Mnmansnaaedluyaauy a1 EL Tululvsgwiiisain 8% (Fuil 0) Wu 28% Tuiuil 8 wudeiulunzimsiiien
EL dinan 6% 1 32% lutsnandeatu Tunguild$uwanindu 200 uM Tulusewndlan EL ifiuann 7% (Guit 0) 1u
27% Tuuii 8 Taediadninganiuuads 9% sasanisifivinw wazlunzmsildsumanlnduen EL wfinan 9% Wy
24% Tutananfedu Ineddwniaermuauads 24% sasansifiuinu (Figure 3A)

MnuansnaaedluynnIuny Uitias MDA Tululvsgnifinann 14.8 nmol/g FW (Fudt 0) wu 20.7 nmol/g Fw Tu

Jufi 8 Wweanulunzms div3una MDA Winan 13.8 nmol/g FW 18 19.1 nmol/g FW lugaskiandieniu lunguinldsu
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wanlndu 200 pM Tulnsgnifiudunas MDA Winann 14.8 nmol/g FW (Fufi 0) fu 20.7 nmol/g FW Tuudi 8 Tnedieasn
nigamunuade 12% nasanisiiusne wazlunsmsiildsumantniuiiusuia MDA Wiuan 13.7 nmol/g FW (Ju

19.1 nmol/g FW Tuthananiieniu Inafidsininganiunuiade 21% nasansiiuine (Figure 3B)
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& 407 BSweet basil + MT 200 uM - E
< 1 EHoly basil (untreated group) a a . a * a, r >
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5 301 B Holy basil + MT 200 uM bb a . % £ 20 &
: 1 a cb % % aa S .,‘ :\: % h ﬁ % 515 E
& 0] a g == Eooll B O RN W =
T ol BB RN RN BN RN RN BE RE: G
< vi:q: il BWBE BR O BE RN R BRE RN =
= BN BN EE BE B RN OB REORD O C S
B R R BE B A N R EE R
0 2 4 6 8 0 2 4 6 8
Storage time (day at 6 °C) Storage time (day at 6 °C)

Figure 3 Changes in EL (A) and MDA content (B) in untreated and melatonin (MT)-treated groups of sweet basil and
holy basil leaves during storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Values are presented as mean + SEM (n = 3). Different
letters above the bars indicate significant differences between treatments on the same day, as determined

by Tukey's multiple range test (p < 0.05).

AMTUATIVAERAUNUSNUIN A1 EL ez MDA Tanudunusidsuiniuannsaeniuunilululusenn (r = 0.988 uway

0.939 MILANRU) WaznLing (r = 0.974 way 0.997 Auasu) (Tables 1 and 2) Fe¥lWiiiunsANudsueanTnduveie

v
=

vueaaniuduliadvdey dmhliAnensasyhummvedulnsznuazngms

wanlnduiinaandn EL was MDA lululnssnuaznzinsn (Figures 3A and 3B) 144 lunginsIneuauasawan
Tnilulumsanen EL wag MDA leindtlulnsem uandidiudsmnuanansalunsnevaussemainiuiiunnsidluiiataes
%iln Frenaiinnnalnmsdesfunseisineriuanawesiivusazsiln nansAnwildenadosiuseuues Song et al
(2022) FinuinuaIniiuanuisaand EL way MDA sauﬁgﬂ%aamsLﬁmmmsmﬁﬂwmﬂumamL%aamasmﬁﬂfaﬁwﬁag RN
Anu wilulnsgnnagaevavssawalniulunisandn EL war MDA fidesnitlunsims uwiwaivfiuanunsaaneins
avvtumnldlndiestulufivisaesiin (Figures 1A and 2A) Ssoraustiamseangudvesuaiiniusunalnduildlfdia
uAmstlastumnudemeoondnduresderulululnsgm

navasaindudednenmiueyyadaszvaslulnszniuaznsmsiszuinimaiuineigamafion

v
nanseasstnsusansliiiuIioiugadvedulnssnuaznsinsinanudsme indussninsnisiiiusnwm

v

TneUssiiiuanne EL uaz MDA Ssoraidendestiunisazauves H,0, niksly ROS ﬁgﬂﬂﬁxGjﬂﬁa%ﬁﬁumEﬂﬁmmm%ﬂmﬂ
AUnUIREY N15UTZEINTEAU H,0, $9uiU MDA uazdnaniwdueuyadaseaie3s DPPH dreazvioussiuauasen
aaﬂ%wﬁuLLasﬁﬂsmTwéﬁuaLg;ga5aiseuaaﬁ%ﬁﬂaawﬁmwdwmiLf"iU%’ﬂmﬁqmuqﬁﬁﬂ

nuaneaesiuganuay UTina 1,0, Tululmsswidiuduain 75 nmol/g FW (Fuft 0) 8u 374 nmol/g Fw Tu
Fudl 8 WuwdertUlungmsIUTIa H,0, 1Wisn 24 nmol/g FW 18y 450 nmol/g FW Tuthanandeaiu Tungudilasui

anlnilu 200 pM TulmsgnTuiinm H,0, Wuan 75 nmol/g FW (Fuil 0) lu 287 nmol/g Fw Tuiuit 8 Gaiandindnye
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mUAILAdE 18% nasnnsiuine warlunsimsildiumaniuiuiia H,0, fiua1n 24 nmol/g FW 1¥u 272 nmol/g
FW Tutsnanfeniu Tnediaiiningaeuesiade 31% saeanisiiuinu (Figure 4A)

nwansaaesluynruay Anenwinueyyadasesneds DPPH Tululusewianasain 79% (Juii 0) Wy 44% lu
Fuil 8 WwdetlungmIdnnmiuoyyadasyieTs DPPH anasan 80% Liu 30% lutiananfediu Tunguilldsu
wanlnilu 200 pM Tulnszmniifneninsuoyyadaszseds DPPH anasain 79% (Fui 0) 10U 65% luiui 8 Tneslrigein
YAMIUANIAY 23% nasnn1siuinw waglunsmsildsumailndulifnenmiueyyadasyfeds DPPH anasann 80%

Ju 47% lursandeniu Inedidgeninganuauaie 58% nasnnisiiuine (Figure 4B)
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Figure 4 Changes in H,O, content (A) and total antioxidant capacity (B) in untreated and melatonin (MT)-treated
groups of sweet basil and holy basil leaves during storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Values are presented as mean
+ SEM (n = 3). Different letters above the bars indicate significant differences between treatments on the

same day, as determined by Tukey's multiple range test (p < 0.05).

MTAATIERAEUTUNUSNUIN USHned H,O, Sanudunusidsuiniveinsagyinurunilululnsenwn (r = 0.949) uay
e (r = 0.884) (Tables 1 and 2) vauziilnnuduiusidsauiudneaniueuyadaszlululsem (r = -0.978) uagnzins

a 1%

(r = -0.847) venniwUIENEMIUEYYABATEIYTE DPPH faudiuiusifsauivoimsasiumndlusidulieem = -
0.939) waznew (r = -0.942) (Tables 1 and 2) Fiifiuinsanasesanuainsalumsiueyyadassiunumardosans
Wisduves H,0, warthlgnisiinernsagvinumuilululusemnuasnsns Wimei H,0, flavaufiatusywinesmsifiudnm
pafunumddnlunaidinssuiumseendinduluiuveadoviuead dwalilasaraisanudemns dadunidlunalni
ﬂﬂ‘dajmmia3ﬁmwmm’mﬁlﬁaﬁﬂﬁalﬁfﬁﬁwaﬁu donRABITUANENSULS B IUINTEI Sz H,0, fuA MDA waz EL adu
it Taamnudsmesendintureadovuwed Tnglululnsewilen r = 0.856 waw 0.977 mudsy uaglulunsmsiian r =
0.861 way 0.884 AW (Tables 1 and 2)
walvniuiunumdAglunisannnuinssaaineendndulululusenitaznzns lneinativannisazauves H,0,
Lazsnudnenminueuyadaseie3s DPPH Weglusefugs (Figures 4A and 4B) Mrdunmlunsinsinauausssiawan
Tndulginudaninlulnssw welundnisansesu H,0, wazn1ssnudnenmdtueyyadasy nalndenanenvagiouds
anuasavetlungmswenisnszusruudasiuiewaniniiuldegadliussdninm aenadediuseaures Zhang et al.
(2018) Fenuinsalniutisannisaza H,0, uazifinfnssuveseulvdiuoyyadaslunaanseiiuess dwalvifiuiin

NUNUABDINITALTITUAUT
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ravaawaniudenanssuvaeuluiiifsadesiviiusdnvasdulnsznuaznzinsszninsmsiiusnuniigamgiion

nsazan ROS uag H,0, meluwadduiuunn uenanazeliAnmudemeveadeviuuds luanadnanidasdli
Wnufiseneendnduansusenauiiuedn %aLﬂumm@é’ﬁzgsuENmiLﬁm%‘ﬁwmamgﬂwﬁalﬁammﬁﬂLLaswa"Lﬂwm%ﬁm (Rodeo
and Mitcham, 2024) Lﬁ@lﬂiﬂﬁ%ﬂ%‘ljaégﬂﬁﬂa’m dwalvansiueanduiatuouluioondnaldieb sty mslnsgriansy
vaseulziiAedastunszuiumsi TduA PPO, POD waz PAL saudsSunaensituedn Seiinnuddasonsyarudla
nalnnsasuilameassinenssrinamsenmisagriumunlulunsernuagnene

Mnuanisnaasslugaalunu Aanssuveaeulesl PPO Tululusgmnanasain 2.24 U/mg protein (udt 0) 18y
1.35 U/mg protein Tuiuii 8 vauritlunsinsndifanssuveseulesd PPO inann 3.52 U/mg protein (Fuit 0) 1w 4.11 U/mg
orotein Tuiudl 6 anndurdes q anas Tunquitle3umanngu 200 uM Tulnszwfifanssuveaoulesl PPO WasuUasls]
LANF19INYAMUANTENITLAUT Y waglunsmsildfumanindufifanssuveaeules PPO asilugag 4 Tuusn
(2 U/mg protein) mmjjuammmﬁa 1.65 U/mg protein Tutuil 8 Imaﬁﬁhﬁm’iwmmuqma?{ﬂ 19% mapANISLAUSAEN
(Figure 5A)

nuansnaanslugnnluay fanssuveneulsl POD lululvssmuiingduain 0.21 U/mg protein (fufl 0) 1u
0.41 U/mg protein lugs 4 Yuusn uazasiiaeuil 8 varitlunsimsfifanssuveaeuled POD winduain 0.20 U/mg
protein (3udi 0) \Ju 1.01 U/mg protein luts 6 Suusn anndunsiiaeiuit 8 Tunquitlé3umalniu 200 uM Tulnszmd
Aanssuvesieaulssl POD Wasuulashiunndsnyamuausznieiiiving warlunsmaildduumniuifanssuves
wulwsl POD findua7n 0.19 U/mg protein (fuft 0) 18 0.99 U/mg protein luudl 8 Tasdarmningmenunuiade 26%
maennIsiAusnw (Figure 5B)

Mnransmeaesluyamuay Usinamsiuednlululnsewianasain 3.00 me/g FW (ufl 0) 18u 1.17 me/g FW
Tuduit 8 lWwRedulungme YTamsiuednanasnn 3.79 me/g tu 0.93 mg/g Turnananfieatu lunguitld3uwan
Wiflu 200 uM Tulmsenfivsinaasiuednanasan 3.06 me/s FW (Fuil 0) B 1.89 me/e FW Tusuii 8 lngilA1geninym
muqumﬁa 13% wazlunzmsiildsumaTniuiivsunauasiiuednanasan 3.79 me/e FW 18w 1.17 me/s FW Tutaiaan
ety Tnefiendininyamunuiade 629% nasansifiudn (Figure 50)

Mnuantsvaaedlugamuay Aanssuveseuley PAL lululvsewiuaznzinsanasegneelilasnin 0.11 U/mg
protein (Fufi 0) U 0.07 U/mg protein Tufudl 8 lunguiils¥umaniu 200 pM Tunsenuazngimifonssuvesieulsl

PAL wWasuulasliuanssangamuauszninediiiusnw (Figure 5D)
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Figure 5 Changes in PPO activity (A), POD activity, total phenolic content (C) and PAL activity (D) in untreated and
melatonin (MT)-treated groups of sweet basil and holy basil leaves during storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Values
are presented as mean + SEM (n = 3). Different letters above the bars indicate significant differences

between treatments on the same day, as determined by Tukey's multiple range test (p < 0.05).

Tulunzimsgamuguiineinisazinunun sinsuasunsslugisdurenisifiusnw aonndeafunsiiuTuves
Aanssueuleal PPO way POD (Figures 2A, 5A and 5B) \eseeulyiiaosimiinfisiniseandinduvesansiiuedn
danalfAnnsazauvesansusznoudinaiauuinlu (Rodeo and Mitcham, 2024) goandastulSunuansiiuoandianas
(Figure 5C) maLﬂuwamﬂmsgﬂi%’azhwial,ﬁaﬂumsmumiaaﬂ%m%’uﬁlﬁ'ﬂﬂa PPO waz POD Tululnssmigamiuau &
Aanssuvenauleyl PPO anandndeslusewinsnisiiusne vaiinanssuves POD Windulusyovusnnouasasii Tneveos
wuleddfisziuAanssumnindliefieusulungins (Figures 5A and 5B) wuiltudsnanenatieazannszuiuniseondiadu
vasiluedn dwmalinsinarssznavithmanarernsazimumunlululnszwiindiniilulunsine (Figures 1A and 2A)
yenandaanssuveseuley PAL Fstiunuanlunsduassiansitueanlululnsemuaznzing ndvanasluseninanisiiy
$nw (Figure 5D) Ssoraidudnuilellodeidmaliinisainsansiluedniiuinaiosuas iifisswasensundiudigadoly

wanlnfuanunsaanasianssuveseulssl PPO way POD uslifinadonsidsundasianssuvoseulssi PAL Tulu
ngns1 (Figures 5A, 5B and 5D) %qﬁq%ﬁLuaﬂmﬁuﬁuwmﬂumsé’us‘?@maaan%Lm?mjaqmﬁluaﬁﬂmmd'}mﬁmxéju
nszUIUMsANATIEY daalilunsimaiildSumannduiiuTiaansiiuedngsnitgaaiuay (Figure 50) Han15nnas
Fehfiudn (1) Aanssuvesaulesd POD fianas endosiumsuraseinsagiumunilulunsms ¢ = 0.993) vazfifanssy

vououlwsl PPO fianuduiusfisninin (r = -0.536) (Table 2) \asmsianssuvesioulyd POD desonde H,0, saulunis
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sendnduiiuedniiinduasusznoudtiinia (Huang et al. 1990) donadesfiunantsnaaesdifuiivedin H,0, Hunis
TuamananveeINITALYINIUNLTY Frunisanasuasianssutevlesl POD way H,0, (r = 0.891) (Table 2) Tngwanlnduis
onadunalawildunsdudinsiinenmsasiumunivedunsms denndesfusieaiuves Luo et al. (2021) finuiiwan
Tndufinadudsianssuvesoules POD dwmaanmsiindiimavesdontadile waz (2) nmsfisturesSunaansiluean

t%

WEITDINUAMUNUNIUABDINITAELIUNULIY LaenuIUSuaasiluedanlulunsinsifanudunusideauiueinisaginy

a a wa

W (r = -0.985) uazfinruduiudideuandudnenimdueendiadu (r = 0.967) (Table 2) Lipsfomsfuodniaaieaud

Fesueuyadaszhasidn H,0, (W3uNs wazane, 2560) Mssnwnszavresasiiuednaenaenslduailniiu Jsenadu
nalnwnilsfidrelilunsmsmumusioainsasiiumm denndaetusenuues Wane et al. (2022) inuiwalniuaunse
PoifinUTinumsitueanuasdneniniueyyadass (DPPH) wazanauguLssveseInsazyimumunlunanindes egils
A Tululnsemildfuimanindy usheifanssuveseulssi PPO, POD uay PAL TndlAssiugnaiunu (Figures 5A, 58
and 5D) uazfissduamsituednganiigaaausdntes (Figure 50) Fliuinuainiuanunsndisannisingndimanie
omsaThunululvssnn SsonsldldiAnnnmstiudnszuiunseenfinduresansituednkiu PPO way POD Tasnsaiy

Tunzins wasnaieIvesiunalndu

Table 1 The correlation between chilling injury (Cl), weight loss (WL), electrolyte leakage (EL), malondialdehyde
(MDA), hydrogen peroxide (H,0,), antioxidant capacity (DPPH), polyphenol oxidase (PPO), peroxidase (POD),

total phenolic content (TPC) and phenylalanine ammonia lyase (PAL) of sweet basil during storage at 6 °C

for 8 days
The correlation between parameters of sweet basil during storage 6 °C for 8 days
Cl WL EL MDA H,0, DPPH PPO POD TPC PAL
cl 1
WL 0.919* 1
EL 0.988** 0.920* 1
MDA 0.939* 0.982** 0.937* 1
H,0, 0.949* 0.864 0.977** 0.856 1
DPPH -0.917* -0.781 -0.930* -0.762 -.978** 1
PPO -0.925% -0.999** -0.921* -.980** -0.864 0.787 1
POD 0.727 0.915* 0.723 0.915*% 0.605 -0.467  -0.909* 1
TPC -0.922% -0.782 -0.952* -0.787  -0.988** 0.984**  0.783 -0.491 1
PAL -0.843 -0.980%* -0.830 -0.956* -0.747 0.653 0.980**  -.963** 0.645 1

Note: significant correlations are indicated by asterisks: p < 0.05 (*) and p < 0.01 (**)
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Table 2 The correlation between chilling injury (Cl), weight loss (WL), electrolyte leakage (EL), malondialdehyde
(MDA), hydrogen peroxide (H,O,), antioxidant capacity (DPPH), polyphenol oxidase (PPO), peroxidase (POD),

total phenolic content (TPC) and phenylalanine ammonia lyase (PAL) of holy basil during storage at 6 °C for

8 days
The correlation between parameters of holy basil during storage 6 °C for 8 days
@ WL EL MDA H,0, DPPH PPO POD TPC PAL
cl 1
WL 0.977%* 1
EL 0.974** 0.972** 1
MDA 0.997** 0.986** 0.980** 1
H,0, 0.861 0.945* 0.911* 0.884* 1
DPPH -0.942* -0.953* -0.873 -0.947* -0.847 1
PPO -0.536 -0.681 -0.670 -0.574 -0.880 0.501 1
POD 0.993** 0.990** 0.960** 0.993** 0.891* -0.970**  -0.860 1
TPC -0.985** -0.950* -0.920%  -0.977**  -0.799 0.967** 0.757  -0.985** 1
PAL -0.944* -0.990** -0.963** -0.956*  -0.981** 0.915* 0.967**  -0.962** 0.899* 1

Note: significant correlations are indicated by asterisks: p < 0.05 (*) and p < 0.01 (**)

unumBenalnvesualniunan1sanainsasTinTuruIIve s lUIRSENILAZNZING
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Figure 6 Proposed mechanisms of melatonin in alleviating chilling injury in sweet basil and holy basil leaves during
storage at 6 °C for 8 days. Holy basil leaf cells (A) show that melatonin more clearly alleviates chilling injury
through suppression of phenolic oxidative enzymes, enhancement of antioxidant capacity, reduction of
H,0, accumulation and maintenance of membrane stability. Sweet basil leaf cells (B) show that melatonin
effectively alleviates chilling injury, while only slightly enhancing antioxidant capacity and reducing H,0,
accumulation and mitigating membrane damage. This finding suggests that additional mechanisms may be
involved in its protective effects. «— represents activation; k= represents inhibition. Solid black line (——)
indicates statistically significant effects, dashed black line (- ) indicates minor or subtle effects, and

dashed grey line (- ) indicates non-significant changes.
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