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Readiness to perform duties of Village Agricultural Volunteers
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ABSTRACT: This study aimed to analyze factors associated with the readiness level for work performance of Village
Agricultural Volunteers (VAVs) in Chonburi Province. Data were collected using semi-structured questionnaires from
a sample of 248 VAVs in Chonburi Province. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, and
content analysis. The results showed that most VAVs were male with an average age of 52.67 years, primarily
engaged in agricultural occupations, with average agricultural income of 17,179.56 baht/month and average non-
agricultural income of 17,522.18 baht/month. They held diverse social roles such as community leaders, village
health volunteers, and volunteer soil doctors. Their overall knowledge of work performance was at a high level
(mean = 3.54), and their overall readiness for work performance was at a high level (mean = 3.74), with the highest
readiness in monitoring and reporting agricultural situations (mean = 3.89). Factors significantly associated with
readiness level included primary occupation, volunteer work in other fields, and knowledge level regarding VAV
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roles and responsibilities. Demographic factors such as gender, age, and education level showed no significant
associations. The most important need of VAVs was to receive compensation for their work (79.44%), followed by
network seminars and agricultural information communication. These findings demonstrate the potential of VAVs in
supporting community-level agricultural extension systems and suggest development approaches such as enhancing
knowledge transfer skills, preparing for emergency response, and providing appropriate welfare support to achieve
efficient and sustainable operations.

Keywords: Village Agricultural Volunteers (VAVs); readiness; duties; Chon Buri Province
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Table 1 Characteristics of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province
n =248
Characteristic Frequency Min-Max Mean Percentage
Gender
® Male 149 60.10
® Female 99 39.90
Age 28 - 65 52.67
Education
® Primary school 59 23.80
® High school 105 42.30
® Associate degree 29 11.70
® Bachelor's degree or higher 55 22.20
Main occupation
® Agriculture 154 62.10
® Employee 13 5.20
® Shopkeeper 22 8.90
® Private Practice 27 10.90
® Government Officials. 28 11.30
® COther 4 1.60
Income from non-agricultural sources 0 - 500,000 17,522.18
(Baht/Month)
Household expenditure (Baht/Month) 1,000 - 300,000 19,071.77
Household savings (Baht/Month) 0 - 50,000 3,174.60
Household debt (Baht/Month) 0 - 35,000 329357
Leadership roles
® Yes 130 52.40
® No 118 47.60
Subdistrict Headman/Village 98 39.50
Headman/Assistant Village Headman
Local Government Official 13 5.20
community leader 20 8.10
Other 4 1.60
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Table 2 Knowledge related to the operations of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province

n =248
ltem of Knowledge Mean  S.D. Level of
Knowledge

- Registration and updating of farmer records within the village 3.84 0.78 High

- Monthly collection of agricultural land data in the village 3.31 0.82 Moderate

- Publicizing the registration/update of farmer records (TBG) to farmers 3.93 0.76 High

- Publicizing the registration/update of economic crop growers (TPS) to farmers ~ 3.67 0.82 High

- Explaining the farmer registration form to villagers 3.55 0.79 High

- Verifying the accuracy of farmer registration data 3.92 0.78 High

- Coordinating with committees to conduct economic crop community 3.52 0.87 High
discussions

- Collecting data on village agricultural volunteers across 16 sectors and 3.78 0.83 High
farmers in the village

- Gathering agricultural issues from farmers in the village 3.67 0.83 High

- Conducting village community meetings to develop village/subdistrict 3.63 0.81 High
agricultural development plans

- Presenting plans and agricultural issues in community forums for village 3.69 0.92 High
development planning

- Encouraging farmers' participation in village community meetings for 3.68 0.91 High
agricultural development planning

- Acting as a trainer to transfer agricultural knowledge 2.89 1.12 Moderate

- Coordinating guest speakers to provide agricultural knowledge to farmers 3.29 1.00 Moderate

- Coordinating with relevant agencies to solve farmers' problems in the village 3.67 0.97 High
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Table 2 Knowledge related to the operations of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province (continued)

n =248
Iltem of Knowledge Mean  S.D. Level of
Knowledge
- Alerting agricultural extension officer about pest and plant disease outbreaks ~ 3.60 0.94 High
- Reporting natural disaster threats to agricultural extension officer when they occur 3.67 0.93 High
- Monitoring and assessing damage from natural disasters and emergency events 3.65 0.95 High
- Reporting disasters to relevant agencies 3.66 0.93 High
- Collecting agricultural census data for the Agricultural Statistics Office 3.13 1.07 Moderate
- Monitoring and surveying rubber farmers in the rubber farmer income  2.95 1.18 Moderate
guarantee project
- Monitoring and surveying damage from natural disasters and emergencies 3.59 0.97 High
within the village
- Surveying cassava mosaic disease 3.31 1.15 Moderate
- Surveying heat points from agricultural burning 3.50 1.01 High
- Publicizing the cessation of agricultural burning and promoting alternative 3.63 0.93 High
agricultural waste management methods
Knowledge level in Overall 3.54 0.92 High

Remark: Mean score 4.21-5.00 Highest level ,3.41-4.20 High level ,2.61-3.40 Moderate level ,1.81-2.60 Low level,
1.00-1.80 Lowest level
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Table 3 Readiness and levels of readiness in performing the roles of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province

n =248
Roles and Responsibilities Mean S.D. Readiness
Level
1. Collecting, Compiling, and Reporting Basic Agricultural Data of 3.74 0.76 High
the Village
1.1 Registering and Updating Farmers' Records 3.87 0.82 High
1.2 Collecting Agricultural Land Data in the Village Monthly 3.60 0.79 High
1.3 Publicizing Farmer Registration/Record Updates 3.88 0.82 High
1.4 Publicizing Economic Crop Farmer Registration 3.69 0.80 High
1.5 Explaining Registration Forms to Village Residents 3.62 0.79 High
1.6 Verifying the Accuracy of Farmer Registration Data 3.87 0.83 High
1.7 Coordinating with Committees for Economic Crop Community 3.63 0.82 High
Meetings
1.8 Participating in Economic Crop Community Meetings 3.72 0.83 High
2. Collaborating with the Village Committee and Related 3.72 0.80 High
Agencies to Develop the Village Agricultural Development
Plan
2.1 Gathering Information on Agricultural Volunteers in 16 Sectors 3.42 0.86 High
and Village Farmers
2.2 Collecting Agricultural Problems from Farmers 3.79 0.79 High
2.3 Attending Village Community Meetings to Formulate Agricultural 3.80 0.82 High
Development Plans
2.4 Proposing Agricultural Plans and Issues in Community Forums 3.76 0.81 High
2.5 Encouraging Farmer Participation in Village Agricultural Planning 3.75 0.80 High
Meetings
3. Coordinating the Transfer of Agricultural Knowledge and 3.71 0.82 High
Solving Agricultural and Cooperative Issues for Farmers
3.1 Serving as an Agricultural Knowledge Trainer 3.25 0.96 Moderate
3.2 Coordinating Guest Lecturers for Farmer Training 3.71 0.85 High
3.3 Conducting Surveys on Farmer Issues 393 0.78 High

3.4 Coordinating with Agencies to Resolve Agricultural Issues 391 0.79 High
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Table 3 Readiness and levels of readiness in performing the roles of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province

(Continued)
n =248
Roles and Responsibilities Mean S.D. Readiness
Level
4. Monitoring Agricultural Situations in the Village and Reporting 3.89 0.77 High
Emergencies to Relevant Agencies
4.1 Reporting Pest and Disease Outbreaks to Agricultural Officials 3.88 0.77 High
4.2 Reporting Natural Disasters to Agricultural Officials 3.91 0.77 High
4.3 Conducting Damage Surveys from Natural Disasters and 3.89 0.77 High
Emergencies
4.4 Reporting Disasters to Relevant Authorities 3.89 0.77 High
5. Performing Tasks Beneficial to Farmers and the Community or 3.63 0.88 High
as Requested by the Ministry of Agriculture and Other
Agencies
5.1 Collecting Agricultural Census Data 3.57 0.91 High
5.2 Monitoring Rubber Farmers Under the Rubber Farmer Income 3.42 0.97 High
Guarantee Program
5.3 Surveying Damage from Natural Disasters and Emergencies in the ~ 3.78 0.82 High
Village
5.4 Collaborating with Agricultural Officials to Survey Cassava Mosaic ~ 3.68 0.91 High
Disease
5.5 Working with District-Level Teams to Survey Agricultural Burning 3.78 0.84 High
Hotspots
Overall Readiness 3.74 0.81 High

Remark: Mean score 4.21-5.00 Highest level ,3.41-4.20 High level ,2.61-3.40 Moderate level ,1.81-2.60 Low level ,
1.00-1.80 Lowest level
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Table 4 Relationships between characteristics of Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province and readiness

in performing roles and responsibilities

n =248
Independent Variable Roles and Responsibilities Area Xz p-value

Gender All issue - > 0.05
Age All issue - > 0.05
Education level All issue - > 0.05
Main occupation Agricultural development planning 39.85 0.03*
Being an agricultural volunteer in other fields  Agricultural development planning 25.82  0.01**

Monitoring agricultural situations 2549 0.01**
Being a volunteer in non-agricultural fields Coordinating knowledge transfer and 1795 0.04*

problem-solving
Knowledge related to VAV tasks' All issue - < 0.001***
Monthly income from agriculture All issue - > 0.05
Monthly household savings All issue - > 0.05
Household debt All issue - > 0.05

Remark: * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.001

1 Almost all knowledge areas were significantly associated with readiness across all duty areas (p < 0.001)
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Table 5 Village Agricultural Volunteers in Chon Buri Province needs and suggestions for improvement

n =248
Need/Suggestion Frequency Percentage

Providing salary and compensation for VAVs work 197 79.44
Organizing the networking seminars for all agricultural volunteer 80 32.26
types

Providing continuous agricultural news updates 70 28.23
Promoting the integrated work for all sectors 67 27.02
Providing the training on handling emergency situations 59 23.79
Establishing clear procedures for emergency situations 55 22.18
Providing healthcare benefits for VAVs 54 21.77
Establishing the education loan fund for VAVs' children 37 14.92
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