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ABSTRACT: Following the implementation of community market promotion and development initiatives aimed at
enhancing farmers' potential in Na Noi District, Nan Province, this research primarily aimed to analyze the impact of
community market development on farmers' livelihood assets. A mixed-methods research approach was employed.
Data collection involved 104 community enterprise members from 2023 to 2024, a period reflecting continuous
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adaptation following the development. Qualitative data were gathered through in-depth interviews and focus
groups, while quantitative data were collected via semi-structured interviews using a retrospective recall technique
to compare conditions before and after market development. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
paired-sample t-test. The findings revealed that the majority of farmers were female, with an average age of 51
years. The average annual income from the community market was 42,894.23 THB, against an average production
cost of 16,235.72 THB. Qualitative results indicated that the community market functions as a "learning space" and
a social socialization mechanism that transforms farmers' roles into market managers through digital networks. These
findings were consistent with quantitative results, which showed that after development, all five dimensions of
livelihood assets increased significantly at the 0.01 level. Notably, social assets (x increased from 2.99 to 4.17) and
human assets (x increased from 2.83 to 3.91) demonstrated prominent improvements in management skills and
collective action, supported by the training frequency, averaging 2.5 sessions per year. This was accompanied by
financial assets (x increased from 3.02 to 3.90), which showed profitability with an income margin significantly
exceeding costs, serving as a vital foundation for resilience and self-reliance. Furthermore, physical assets (x
increased from 3.00 to 3.89) and natural assets (x increased from 3.13 to 3.84) also showed significant increases. In
conclusion, community market development serves as a crucial mechanism for tangibly and sustainably enhancing
farmers' livelihood assets.

Keywords: community market; market development; livelihood assets
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Table 1 Information on personal, economic, and social characteristics of famers (n=104)
characteristics Percentage Mean S.D
1. Gender
1 = male 28.80
0 = female 71.20
2. Age (years) 51.12 9.56
3. Education level
High school 32.70
4. Farming experience (years) 14.88 14.26
5. Revenue from production sales (Baht/year) 42,894.23 37,963.71
6. Cost of production (Baht/year) 16,235.72 18,940.63
7. Capital source
1 = Self-funding 72.10
0 = Other financing source 27.90
8. Sales Channels
1 = Farmer's field 59.60
0 = Other channels 40.40
9.Contact with agricultural extension about market development 2.5 1.36
(time)
10. Receiving information about sales channels from the 66.30

community leader.
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Table 2 Characteristics of community enterprise groups in Na Noi District, Nan Province

Group

Main Products

Market Channels

Key Features

Ban Phuet Charoen
Integrated Farming
Community Enterprise
Ban Santha Integrated
Farming and Agro-
processing Community
Enterprise

Organic Farming
Community Enterprise,
Sathan Subdistrict
Organic Farming
Community Enterprise,
Srisaket Subdistrict
Organic Farming
Community Enterprise, Bua

Yai Subdistrict

Organic vegetables,
Seasonal fruits, Phak-wan
tree

Turkey berry, Pepper, Wild

honey

Organic vegetables

Organic vegetables

Rotten egg pumpkin,
vegetables, fruits,

Processed pumpkin

Community markets, farm-

gate sales

Community markets,
wholesale markets, online

platforms, events

Community and district

markets, online platforms

Community and district

markets, online platforms

Community, provincial
markets, modern trade,

online platforms

Shift to integrated farming;
improved income
diversification

Product diversification and
online marketing expanded

market reach

Strong institutional support
enhanced market access
and farmer capacity

Strong group structure
strengthened collaboration
and local distribution
Linkage to modern trade
increased competitiveness

and income opportunities

products

NAYDINTHAIUINAIAYNYY
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Table 3 Changes in famer’s livelihood assets
livelihood assets ~ Before (Mean + SD)  After (Mean + SD) t(df) p-value Cohen’s d
Human assets 2.83 +0.75 391 +0.58 17.73(103)  <0.001 1.74
Social assets 2.99 £ 0.79 4.17 £ 0.57 16.69 (103)  <0.001 1.64
Natural assets 3.14 £ 0.72 3.84 £ 0.61 9.03 (103) <0.001 0.89
Physical assets 3.00 £ 0.78 3.89 £ 0.60 13.81 (103) <0.001 1.35
Financial assets 3.02 £ 0.70 3.90 £ 0.59 12.99 (103)  <0.001 1.27

Note: Values are presented as mean + standard deviation. Paired sample t-test was used to compare differences

before and after the development of community markets. All variables were statistically significant at p<0.001.

Table 4 Famer’s livelihood assets before and after

Dimension

Indicator

Before (Mean + SD) After (Mean + SD)

Human assets

Knowledge and skills in community market

2.86 +0.82 3.96 + 0.67
development
Marketing management skills 283 +£0.79 4.07 £ 0.69
Ability to connect market networks 2.75+0.88 390 +0.76
Knowledge of market information 3.11 +0.97 3.96 + 0.60
Distribution and sales channels 2.67 +£0.81 4.02 + 0.67
Leadership and decision-making 278 £ 0.95 4.08 £ 0.67
Social assets Community farmer groups 3.04 +0.92 424 +0.74
Group structure 3.00 £ 0.93 4.28 +0.70
Market networks 2.89 £ 0.86 4.14 + 0.65
Established rules 3.01 £0.92 4.12 + 0.67
Member participation 3.00 = 0.95 4.05 +0.74
Group strengthening 2.93 +£0.90 4.17 £ 0.67
Knowledge sharing 3.05+0.84 4.21 +0.67
Natural assets Variety of products 3.08 + 0.83 3.84 + 0.66
Freshness of products 3.69 +0.92 437 +0.62
Market suitability 3.13 +0.92 415+ 0.72
Factors influencing product development 2.83 £ 0.89 311+ 1.05
Production sufficiency 3.18 + 0.89 3.39 £ 0.81
Physical assets Sales promotion activities 2.76 £ 0.89 4.08 +0.72
Product quality standards (price, size, quantity)  2.76 + 0.88 4.07 £ 0.74
Market cleanliness and hygiene 3.01 +0.85 4.26 + 0.75
Availability of market channels 293 +0.78 4.28 +0.70
Product quality control and standardization 3.22 £0.98 377 +£0.87
Waste management system 3.27 +1.04 3.45+0.98
Electricity and infrastructure adequacy 3.09 +0.83 3.34 + 0.81
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Table 4 Famer’s livelihood assets before and after (continued)

Dimension Indicator Before (Mean + SD)  After (Mean + SD)
Financial assets Income 3.04 £ 0.88 4.13 £ 0.69
Financial planning 2.99 + 0.90 4.08 + 0.80
Savings 3.10 + 0.81 3.33 + 0.66
Group fund allocation 282 + 1.03 3.96 + 1.01
Financial support access 2.72 +£0.89 4.00 £ 0.80
Product exchange 3.43 + 0.92 3.88 + 0.82

Note: Values are presented as mean + standard deviation.
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