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Incentives for Para Rubber Plantation in Paddy Field of Farmers in

Thakham Sub-district, Hatyai District, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

This survey research aims at exploring farmers’ socio-economic characteristics and para rubber
production, and examining incentives for para rubber plantation in paddy field of farmers in Thakham
sub-district, Hatyai district, Songkhla province. Primary data were collected by structured interviews,
non-participant observations and focus group discussion. The sample consisted of 108 farm households
growing para rubber trees in paddy field. These samples were selected by using the simple random
sampling technique and purposive selection. Descriptive statistics, t-test and manifest content analysis
were used for data analysis. The results revealed that most of the respondents were male with an average
age of 54 years old. The common para rubber variety was RRIM 600. Spacing was generally 7x3 meters,
taking the system of 3 days tapping in a row then 1 day skipping. There were statistically significant
diferrence in farmers’ dry rubber content between age groups of para rubber trees, tapping system groups
and intercropping groups. Para rubber plantation surrounding area, prices of para rubber and income
security were noteworthy incentives for para rubber plantation in paddy field of the respondents. The results

are useful for responsible offices to formulate appropriate plan for agricultural development.
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Table 1 Incentives for para rubber plantation in paddy field of farmers.

Incentives Mean Standard deviation Level
Para rubber plantation surrounding area 4.55 0.61 Very high
Prices of para rubber 3.95 0.92 High
Income security 3.94 0.65 High
Simple management and tolerance for 3.89 0.61 High

environmental conditions

Availability of household labor 3.80 0.71 High
Rainfall 3.71 0.80 High
Adequacy of money 3.67 0.71 High
Fashion 3.23 0.59 High
Government policy 2.44 0.84 Moderate
Prices of rice 1.72 1.03 Low
Grand mean 3.49 0.75 High
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