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The Model of Sufficiency Economy Base Practicing on Thailand’s Role-model Farmer
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Abstract

The research sought to examine the model of sufficiency economy base practicing on Thailand’s
role-model farmer. A total of 76 farmers who got the Thai national outstanding farmer award from Ministry
of Agriculture and Cooperatives between years 2013 -2017 served as the respondents of the study. The
structured interview was conducted among respondents for data gathering and complemented by secondary
data. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistical tools such as percentages, frequency, means, and
contentanalysis. The results of research showed that the overall level of sufficiency economy base practicing
adopted by the role-model farmers found that they were in highest level (x = 4.23). The model of sufficiency
economy had 2 parts 5 components (3 principles 2 conditions). Two conditions of person were adopted
by role-model farmers in highest level (x = 4.25), which included knowledge (x = 4.29) and ethics and
virtues (x = 4.21). The three principles of sufficiency economy base also were adopted by role-model
farmers in highest level (x = 4.21), which include reasonableness (x = 4.33), self-immunity (x = 4.24), and
moderation (x = 4.07) respectively. It can be seen that the role-model farmers pay more attention to

conditions of person than principles of sufficiency economy base.

Keywords: role-model farmer, sufficiency economy
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Table 1 Personal characteristics’ profile of the role-model famers.
(N=76)
Personal Characteristics Number %
Gender
Male 60 78.9
Female 16 211
Age (years old)
15-46 19 25.0
47-52 20 26.3
53-60 18 237
61-80 19 25.0
Min =15, Max =80, X =52.42
Educational level
Elementary school 16 211
Secondary school 6 79
High school 21 276
Vocational/technical school 4 53
Undergraduate school 20 26.3
Graduate school 9 118
Number of household member (person/household)
<2 11 14.5
8 42 55.3
4 14 18.4
Min =1, Max =6, = 3.29
Member of Agricultural Learning Center
Yes 66 86.8
No 10 13.2
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Table2 Economic characteristics’ profile of the role-model famers.

(N=76)
Economic Characteristics Number %
Years of agricultural work engagement (years)
5-10 7 9.2
11-20 6 7.9
21-30 36 47.4
31-38 27 35.5
Min = 5, Max = 38, x =26.39
Agricultural Income (Baht/year)
0 - 280,000 19 25.0
280,001 — 440,000 19 25.0
440,001 - 2,240,000 19 25.0
2,240,001 - 204,000,000 19 25.0
Min = 0, Max = 204,000,000, x = 8,705,590.83
Agricultural expenditures (Baht/year)
0 - 65,000 21 27.6
65,001 — 120,000 17 224
120,001 - 300,000 22 28.9
300,001 - 35,000,000 16 21.1
Min = 0, Max = 35,000,000, x =1,619,482.11
Agricultural land owner (Rai)
0.00 - 20.00 19 25
20.01 -39.00 19 25
39.01-65.00 19 25
65.01 — 442.00 19 25
Min = 0.00, Max = 442.00, X = 62.40
Agricultural household Labor (person)
None 5 6.6
1 4 5.3
2 62 81.6
3-5 5 6.6
Min=0, Max=5,x =1.95
Agricultural hiring labor (person)
0-1 37 48.7
2-15 39 51.3

Min =0, Max =15, x=1.64
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Table 3 Information channels of role-model farmer.

Information Channel
Time/week Minute/time

Printed media 1.29 36.38
Activity media 1.15 49.93
Personal media 1.15 59.61
Social media 2.75 86.51
Public media 4.16 94.93
Average 2.10 65.47
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Table 4 Sufficiency economy practicing level of role-model farmer.

Sufficiency Economy X Practicing level

Principles

1. Moderation 4.07 High
1) Always do saving 4.14 High
2) Identify of necessity and needs 414 High
3) Happiness and satisfy in agriculture 4.1 High
4) Proud of being farmer 4.00 High
5) Prevent shortage, excess as necessary 3.97 High

2. Reasonableness 4.33 Highest
1) Systematic and comprehensive thinking 4.37 Highest
2) Confidence in goal achievement from credible information 4.29 Highest

3. Self-immunity 4.24 Highest
1) Record the data and information 4.37 Highest
2) Use information to solve problems and develop work 4.32 Highest
3) Production planning to meet market demand 414 High
4) Standardize production: GAP, GMP, Organics, etc. 411 High

Conditions

4. Knowledge 4.29 Highest
1) Thorough know and understand in implementation 4.43 Highest
2) Ability of resource management 4.41 Highest
3) Develop to be an entrepreneur 4.32 Highest
4) Use of academic knowledge in accordance with the state of reality 4.30 Highest
5) Innovative technology management. 4.29 Highest
6) Confidence in implementations 4.28 Highest
7) Zero waste management 3.97 High
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Table 4 (Continued)

Sufficiency Economy

Practicing level

I

5. Ethics and virtues 4.21 Highest
1) Faith in religion 4.43 Highest
2) Expert, consultant and learning centre to the other farmers 4.29 Highest
3) Responsibility in role and duty 4.26 Highest
4) Green economy production 417 High
5) Continuously participate in the community and society activities 4.05 High
6) Intend to work on duty to be achievement 4.11 High
7) Having be patient and indefatigable the obstacles 414 High
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Table 5 Overall sufficiency economy practices level of role-model farmer.

Sufficient Economy X Level of practicing
Principles of Sufficiency Economy 4.21 Highest

1. Moderation 4.07 High

2. Reasonableness 4.33 Highest

3. Self-immunity 4.24 Highest
Condition of Person 4.25 Highest

4. Knowledge 4.29 Highest

5.Ethics and virtues 4.21 Highest
Average 4.23 Highest
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Figure 1 The model of sufficiency economy base practicing on Thailand’s role-model farmer.
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