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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) demographic factors, 2) economic factors,
3) media exposure toward agricultural information, 4) opinions toward debt of farmers and, 5) to find the
relationships between demographic factors, economic factors, media exposure toward agricultural
information factors and the opinions toward debt of farmers in Srimongkol Sub-district, Saiyok District,
Kanchanaburi Province. Samples consisted of 297 farmers. Data were collected using questionnaires.
Statistical analyses were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum, maximum and
Chi-square. According to the research, the results showed those farmers were female with an average
age of 51.08 years old, married, member of the household were 3 persons, primary school education,

experience in farming average of 19.79 years, the main activity in agricultural was cassava planting,
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the average farming area 24.31 rai. The average agricultural income was 93,841.41 baht/year, the average
expense in agricultural 53,912.56 baht/year, the average debt of farmers 83,564.31 baht/year. They got
information about agriculture from people media from community leaders, mass media from television,
activities media from meeting and almost of farmers never got information from online media. The Opinions
toward the debt of farmers in Srimongkol Sub-district the average total was at a high level. The testing of
hypotheses indicated these are economic factors and media exposure toward agricultural information.
There were relationships with the opinions of farmers toward the debt of farmers planting at 0.05 and 0.01

level of significance.

Keywords: Opinion, Debt, Farmers, Media exposure, Kanchanaburi Province
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Table 1 Number and percentage of farmers Classified by personal factors of farmers.

Demographic factors Number (person) Percentage

Member of the household

1 -2 persons 50 16.8
3 -4 persons 164 55.2
5 persons or more 83 27.9
Mean = 3.87 persons S.D.=1.61 Min = 1 persons Max = 1 persons

Main activities in agricultural

Cassava 168 56.6
Sugar-cane 52 17.5
Rice and other crops such as 77 25.9

bergamot, lemongrass, etc.
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Table 2 Average percentage (), standard deviation (SD), and opinion level on debt burden of Srimongkol
Sub-district Farmers Information on professional knowledge / skills. Adaptability Management

Capability Economic structure and cultural structure and politics.

Opinions toward debt of farmers in Srimongkol X S.D. Level of opinion
Sub-district

1. Knowledge/skills in career 3.71 0.67 High

1.1 Lack of knowledge of the area and climate in crop 3.73 0.94 High

cultivation has a bearing on debt.

1.2 Lack of information and lack of agricultural training has 3.63 0.90 High
a bearing on debt. As they do not know the technique to
make more productivity.

1.3 Lack of agricultural knowledge and experience has a 3.79 0.93 High
bearing on debt.

1.4 Lack of knowledge on the technology that will be used 3.64 0.92 High
to increase productivity has a bearing on debt.

1.5 Lack of understanding of new techniques such as cost 3.78 0.93 High
reduction. Increasing yield To develop agriculture has

a bearing on debt.

2. Adaptability 3.41 0.66 Moderate

2.1 Technological advances like mobile phones, internet 2.78 1.10 Moderate

are essential to everyday life. And affect the debt.

2.2 Lack of knowledge of production technology. Impact on 3.23 1.06 Moderate
debt

2.3 Plant diseases and insect pests have a bearing on debt. 4.16 0.92 High

2.4 The purchase of agricultural machinery affects the debt. 3.46 0.996 High

3. Management capability 3.76 0.63 High

3.1 The lack of advance planning has a bearing on debt. 3.77 0.90 High

3.2 The lack of accounting for income - expenditure has 3.48 0.96 High

a bearing on debt.
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Table 2 (Continued)

Opinions toward debt of farmers in Srimongkol X S.D. Level of opinion
Sub-district
3.3 The lack of savings affects the debt. 3.74 0.97 High
3.4 Monoculture can affect the debt. 3.72 0.91 High
3.5 Growing crops without regard to market demand has 4.07 0.81 High
a bearing on debt.
4. Economic structure 413 0.57 High
4.1 Lack of knowledge of the source of capital has 3.59 0.94 High
a bearing on debt.
4.2 The purchase of extravagance affects the debt. 3.98 1.04 High
4.3 Lower yields But the cost of production increased. 4.56 0.71 Most
Affecting Debt
4.4 The higher the household’s expenditure, the higher 4.32 0.85 Most
the debt.
4.5 Higher prices on the market. Affecting Debt 4.20 0.83 Most
5. Social and cultural structure 3.34 0.64 Moderate
5.1 Using machines instead of labor, people cause liabilities. 3.03 0.97 Moderate
5.2 Gambling Affects Debt 3.71 1.00 High
5.3 Migrants work in the city, resulting in lack of agricultural 2.97 0.97 Moderate
workers in the area. Farmers produce less agricultural
products. Affecting Debt
5.4 Households with children and the elderly who 3.32 1.03 Moderate
can not earn money. Affecting Debt
5.5 Number of household members studying Affecting Debt 3.65 1.10 High
6. Political policy 3.37 0.70 Moderate
6.1 Getting a little government compensation affects the 3.26 1.06 Moderate
funding for agriculture.
6.2 Political policies such as village funds Affecting Debt 3.15 .95 Moderate
6.3 Easy access to finance has a bearing on debt. 3.54 1.08 High
6.4 Discontinuity in policy affects liability. 3.39 1.03 Moderate
6.5 Urgent policy lack of in-depth analysis. Affecting Debt 3.57 1.08 High
Total 3.62 0.44 High
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