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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study various factors and features (personal factors, economic
factors, community information and supporting factors) that were relevant to the success of the sustainable palm oil
community enterprise in Sikao district, Trang province, with reference to the standards of the Roundtable on
Sustainable Palm Qil (RSPO), and 2) to examine the relationship between those factors. Data were collected by
interview with 103 farmers. Statistical analyses performed were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
maximum, minimum and chi-square. The results revealed that most of the farmers were male and had an average
age of 58.04 years. Most had completed school at the elementary level and had 4 people in their family. The average
length of experience in palm oil production was 20.53 years. The average area of palm oil cultivation was 32.14 rai.
In general, between five and eight people worked on a plot. The average income from palm oil production was
384,689.32 baht/year. The average expense associated with palm oil production was 111,310.68 baht/year, and
farmers had been members of a palm oil planting group for about 5 years. The farmers received palm oil information
from factory staff, books, and training programs. The farmers rated their support from community enterprises at
a mean of 2.75, from the government sector at a mean level of 2.58, and from the private sector at a mean level of

2.74. The overall opinion of the farmers toward the success of the community enterprise was at a high level
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(mean 2.74), and the farmers rated the community use of appropriate and best practices at the highest mean level
of 2.81.The hypothesis testing found that gender, educational level, experience of cultivating palm oil trees, number
of laborers, expenses to do with palm oil production, participation in community enterprises, information exposure
to palm oil business through the medium of personal media (factory staff), mass media (books) and activity media
(training programs) were the relevant supporting factors that related to the success of the community enterprise
and its management according to the standards laid down in the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) at

the 0.05 level of significance.
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Table 1 Opinion of farmers toward supporting.

Success of community enterprises Mean SD Opinion level
1. Supporting from community enterprises 2.75 0.535 High
2. Supporting from government sectors 2.58 0.567 High
3. Support from the private sectors 2.74 0.523 High
Grand Mean 2.69 0.542 High
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Table 2 Opinion of farmers toward success of community enterprises.

Success of community enterprises Mean SD Opinion
level
1. Commitment to transparency 2.76 0.523 High
2. Compliance with applicable laws and regulations 2.78 0.506 High
3. Commitment to long-term economic and financial viability 2.61 0.537 High
4. Use of appropriate best practices 2.81 0.455 High
5. Environmental responsibility and conservation of natural resources and 2.68 0.516 High
biodiversity
6. Responsible consideration of employees and communities 2.76 0.501 High
7. Responsible development of new plantings 2.75 0.510 High
8. Commitment to continuous improvement in key areas of activity 2.77 0.510 High
Grand Mean 2.74 0.542 High
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Table 3 Relationship between personal factors, economy factors, information about community enterprises, supporting factors toward the success of community enterprise.

The factors affecting the success

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
ractors X P- X P- X P- X P- X P- X P- X P- X P-
value value value value value value value value
1. Personal factors
1.1 Gender 3.658 0.056 0.828 0.363 1.970 0.160 0.001 0.972 1.157 0.282 8.606* 0.003 4.056* 0.044 1.468 0.226
1.2 Age 2.167 0.338 4.091 0.129 0.899 0.638 5.272 0.072 0.528 0.768 0.494 0.781 2.038 0.361 2.349 0.309
1.3 Educational level 3.468 0177  7.282*  0.026 5.275 0.072 2.068 0.356 3.572 0.168 4137 0.126 1.087 0.581 1.313 0.519
1.4 Number of households 3.376 0.185 0.724 0.696 1.250 0.535 1.380 0.502 0.346 0.841 1.643 0.440 1.731 0.421 1.414 0.493
1.5 Experience 4.550 0.103 3.191 0.203 3.615 0.164 0.482 0.786 7.355* 0.025 7.490* 0.024 1.450 0.484 0.902 0.637
2. Economy factors
2.1 Oil palm planting area 0.243 0.886 1.440 0.487 2.594 0.273 3.436 0.179 2.622 0.270 3.211 0.201 0.134 0.935 0.010 0.995
2.2 Number of labors 0.877 0.645 0.275 0.872 4.517 0.105 2.606 0.272 0.185 0.911 10.593* 0.005 2.879 0.237 777" 0.020
2.3 Income 1.355 0.508 0.357 0.836 0.942 0.624 0.780 0.677 0.039 0.981 2.755 0.252 5.403 0.067 1.147 0.563
2.4 Expense 0.872 0.647 1.323 0.516 1.539 0.463 2.601 0.272 4.013 0.134 6.254* 0.044 0.040 0.980 0.231 0.891

3. Information about community enterprises

3.1 Being membership 0.145 0.578 0.658 0.372 0.704 0.309 0.178 0.460 1.216 0.246 0.178 0.504 0.029 0.613 1.534 0.197
3.2 Participation 2.197 0.140 0.466 0.365 0.677 0.299 0.988 0.255 1.477 0.204 0.784 0.288 1.502 0.194 4.869" 0.038
3.3 Personal media 0.479 0.787 1.755 0.416 5.418 0.067 1.741 0.419 4.663 0.097 4.654 0.098 7.307* 0.026 0.436 0.804
Mass media 6.158* 0.046 3.596 0.166 5.851* 0.054 0.377 0.828 1.390 0.499 4.393 0.111 4.262 0.119 0.779 0.677
Activity media 3.486 0.175 1.376 0.503 6.125* 0.047 1.806 0.405 0.658 0.720 0.432 0.806 1.054 0.590 0.611 0.737

4. Supporting factors
4.1 Community enterprises 7.801* 0.020 3.053 0.217 4.133 0.127 0.831 0.660 0.521 0.771 0.325 0.850 0.501 0.778 6.094* 0.048
4.2 Government sector 4.070 0.131 5.790* 0.054 1.728 0.422 7.250* 0.027 4.012 0.135 5.782 0.056 3.559 0.169 0.145 0.930
4.3 The private sector 0.530 0.767 2.012 0.366 0.068 0.967 6.111* 0.047 1.829 0.401 2.216 0.330 0.275 0.871 0.008 0.996

Note: *Significant at the level 0.05, 1 = commitment to transparency, 2 = compliance with applicable laws and regulations, 3 = commitment to long-term economic and financial viability, 4 = use of appropriate

best practices, 5 = environmental responsibility and conservation of natural resources and biodiversity, 6 = responsible consideration of employees and communities, 7 = responsible development of
new plantings, 8 = commitment to continuous improvement in key areas of activity.
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