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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study 1) demographic of farmers, media exposure, trustable of
information and the participation needs of farmers. 2) Factors related to participation needs in eco-tourism
management of farmers in Samut Prakan Province, a sample were 370 people by stratified random sampling
technique. Use questionnaires as a tool for data collection, using the Linkert scale 5 levels (1-5) in analyzed data
and using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, average, maximum, minimum, standard deviation
and inferential statistics with Pearson product moment correlation coefficient analysis. The research revealed that
1) the majority of the farmers were male (61.60%) with an average age of 46.61 years old, secondary education
level (37.80%), period of living in Samut Prakan province an average of 44.89 years. Farmers were exposure to
from all types of media gained a high level of trustable to media activities and mass media but medium level with
personal media and the lowest for social media and print media, respectively. Farmers needed holistic
participation in the management of eco-tourism at a moderate level (X = 3.02+0.28) and at the partial were
same moderate level too, namely implementation (X = 3.07+0.73), benefits gained (X = 3.07+0.73) follow up

(X = 3.02+0.58) and decision (X = 2.94+0.37) 2) relationship between demographic with participation needs of
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farmers in positively with eco-tourism management were age, period of living, total income and agri-labour, but in
the opposite direction, were land holding and family members. The media exposure with related to the
participation needs were the print media from brochures, activities media from learning plot and contest, in the

opposite were personal media from role model farmer.

Keywords: participation, needs, tourism, eco-tourism
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Table 1 Demographic of farmers.

Number
Personal data Percentage
(n=370)
Gender
Male 228 61.60
Female 142 38.40
Age (years)
26-44 124 33.50
45-49 125 33.80
50-65 121 32.70

Mean = 46.61, S.D. = 7.09, Min = 26, Max = 65 years
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Table 1 (continued).

Personal data Number Percentage
(n=370)
Education
Primary school 49 13.20
Secondary school 140 37.80
High school 93 25.10
High vocational certificate / Diploma 80 21.60
Bachelor's degree 8 2.20
Period of livings (years)
<41 129 34.90
41-48 101 27.30
49-63 140 37.80
Mean = 44.89, S.D. = 9.83, Min = 0, Max = 63
Land Holding (rais)
<6 131 35.40
6-14 112 30.30
15-46 127 34.30
Mean = 10.97, S.D. = 9.88, Min = 0, Max = 46
Total incomes (baht/year)
70,000-240,000 123 33.20
244,000-380,000 124 33.50
400,000-1,480,000 123 32.20

Mean = 354,116.21, S.D. = 199,648.03, Min = 70,000, Max = 1,480,000
Family members (persons)
<5 240 64.90
5-13 130 35.10
Mean = 4.44, S.D. = 1.75, Min = 0, Max = 13
Agri-labour (persons)
<2 217 58.60
2-18 153 41.40
Mean = 3.45, S.D. = 5.09, Min =0, Max =18
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Table 2 Media exposure of farmers.

Type / kind of media Media exposure® Tr_ustable Meaning
frequency (%) X+S.D
Mass media 3.54+0.49 "7 High
TV 358 (96.80) 3.61x0.55 High
Youtube 57 (15.40) 3.14+0.43 Moderate
Radio 6 (1.60) 3.67+£0.50 High
Others 4 (1.10) 3.75+0.51 High
Printed media 3.15+0.46 Moderate
Newspapers 318 (85.90) 3.04+0.42 Moderate
Agri-journal 198 (563.50) 3.33+0.56 High
Leaflet 75 (20.30) 3.04+0.42 Moderate
Activity media 3.65+0.58'" High
Demonstrated plot 272 (73.50) 3.58+0.63 High
Learning plot 269 (72.70) 3.63+0.57 High
Exhibition 2 (24.90) 3.76+0.56 High
Contest 2 (16.80) 3.66+0.57 High
Social media 3.19+0.57 Moderate
Community radio 261 (70.50) 3.24+0.60 Moderate
Facebook 78 (48.10) 3.31+0.61 Moderate
Community cable 89 (24.10) 3.24+0.57 Moderate
Twitter 3 (0.80) 3.00+0.50 Moderate
Personal media 3.32+0.62 " Moderate
Agri-extension officer 228 (61.60) 3.63+0.64 High
Village agri-volunteer 120 (32.40) 3.63+0.56 High
Role model farmer 7 (18.10) 3.12+0.52 Moderate
Agri-scholar 7 (10.00) 2.91+0.77 Moderate
Total 3.37+£0.54 Moderate

* More than 1 choice.
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Table 3 Participation needs of farmers on eco-tourism management.

Needs level
Participation needs on eco-tourism management - Meaning
X+S.D
1. Participation in decision 2.94+0.37 Moderate
2. Participation in implementation 3.07+£0.27 Moderate
3. Participation in benefit gained 3.07+0.73 Moderate
4. Participation in follow-up 3.02+0.58 Moderate
Total participation needs 3.02+0.28 Moderate
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Table 4 Relationship between demographic with participation needs in eco-tourism management.

Participation needs in eco-tourism management

Total
Demographic of farmers
Decision Implementation Benefit gained Follow-up participation

needs
Age (years) 0.150* 0.142 0.023 0.003 0.132*
Period of livings (years) 0.140** 0.169** 0.087 0.025 0.157**
Land holding (rai) -0.097 -0.114* -0.163* -0.136** -0.166*
Total income (baht) 0.261** 0.401** -0.022 0.010 0.270**
Family members (persons) -0.930 -0.197** -0.107* -0.141* -0.182**
Agri-labour (persons) 0.154** 0.326** -0.076 0.047 0.208**

*** Statistical significance level at 0.01 and 0.05 respectively.
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Table 5 Relationship between media exposure of farmers with participation need in eco-tourism management.

Participation needs in eco-tourism management

Type of media Source of Total
information Decision  Implementation Benefit gained Follow-up participation
needs
Mass media TV -0.790 -0.045 -0.130* -0.120 -0.106
Youtube 0.180 -0.137 -0.094 -0.062 -0.082
Radio -0.550 -0.470 0.063 0.051 -0.020
Others -0.005 0.014 0.063 0.014 0.016
Printed media Newspapers 0.155 0.066 -0.030 0.100 0.121
Agri-journal -0.002 0.106 -0.103 0.005 0.030
Leaflet 0.134* 0.192** 0.140* 0.197** 0.215**
Activity media Demonstrated 0.038 0.195 0.269* 0.196 0.241
plot
Learning plot 0.035 0.134* 0.220** 0.147** 0.162**
Exhibition -0.136 0.190 0.312 0.276 0.218
Contest 0.420 0.117* 0.127* 0.103 0.122*
Social media Community -0.069 0.063 -0.124 -0.021 -0.029
radio
Facebook -0.138* -0.124 -0.048 -0.064 -0.099
Community -0.030 -0.104 0.126 0.083 0.010
cable
Twitter -0.080 -0.004 0.011 -0.004 -0.029
Personal media  Agri-extension 0.058 0.083 0.064 0.126* 0.063
officer
Village -0.122 -0.085 0.009 0.014 -0.079
agri-volunteer
Role model -0.210** 0.243** -0.188** -0.097 -0.250**
farmer
Agri-scholar 0.058 0.083 0.064 0.126* -0.240

*** Statistical significance level at 0.01 and 0.05 respectively.
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