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Beef Cattle Market in Malaysia
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the market conditions of the beef cattle industry in Malaysia.
The data were collected by the field survey method in Malaysia, and purposive sampling and snowball or chain
sampling techniques were used. In this research, 30 samples related to the import and export business (between
Thailand and Malaysia) of live beef cattle were used. Data were collected by informal interviews, formal interviews,
in-depth interviews, non-participant observation, and participant observation. It was found that Malaysia imported
live beef cattle for two purposes: 1) religious events (Eid al adha) and 2) domestic consumption. The main import
routes, which were from Australia, Indonesia, Myanmar, and Thailand, were broken down into three routes: 1) import
and export on the borders between Thailand and Kedah, 2) imports from Myanmar to Penang via shipping; and
3) imports from Australia (Darwin and Broom Cities) and Indonesia to Johor Bahru (Johor) via shipping. At the time
of the survey (2014-2015), there was a strong demand for beef in China. Malaysia exported beef cattle, which were

imported from Australia, to China and Vietnam passing through Thailand.
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Table 1 The population and trend of beef cattle in ASEAN during 2011-2015.

Population (head)

Country 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Trend (%)
Brunei 899 812 800 800 742 -17.46
Cambodia 3,406,972 2,914,974 2,900,000 2,875,000 2,875,000 -15.61
Indonesia 14,824,373 15,980,697 12,686,239 14,726,875 15,419,718 4.02
Laos 1,538,000 1,692,000 1,14,000 1,766,000 1,828,000 18.86
Malaysia 768,710 744,377 751,629 743,019 742,338 -3.43
Myanmar 14,088,043 14,559,000 15,481,101 15,481,101 15,993,276 13.52
Philippines 2,518,400 2,493,157 2,497,908 2,512,184 2,534,243 0.63
Singapore 200 200 200 200 178 -11.00
Thailand 5,809,701 5,392,579 5,147,521 4,898,575 4,646,092 -21.13
Vietnam 5,436,600 5,194,178 5,156,727 5,234,300 5,367,600 1.28

Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) (2016).
Note: * = Compare beef cattle population between 2011-2015.
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Table 2 Thai exported beef cattle in ASEAN during 2011-2015.

Population (head)

Country Trend (%)*
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Laos 13,033 67,525 279,421 269,395 194,803 1,394.69
Malaysia 109,681 95,289 41,483 25,943 19,545 -82.18
Vietnam 281 322 3,998 374 452 60.85
Myanmar 1,738 4,720 936 78 19 -98.90
Total 124,733 167,856 325,838 295,790 214,819 72.22

Source: Department of International Trade Promotion (2016).
Note: * = Compare exported beef cattle between 2011-2015.
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Figure 1 Routes of beef cattle exported and imported to Malaysia.
Source: World map (2016).
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Figure 2 Halal logo of Malaysia.
Source: Halal Industry Development Corporation (HDC) (2016).
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