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Abstract

Para-rubber and fruits are economically valuable crops of Thung Nui community. Therefore, the aim of
this research was to study patterns and problems of para-rubber and fruit production system in Thung Nui
community, Khuan Kalong district, Satun province. Data were collected using a structured interview, non-
participant observations, and natural conversations from a total sample of 256 para-rubber farmers having the
para-rubber and fruit production system, using the stratified sampling technique. Descriptive statistics and
manifest content analysis were applied for data analysis. The results revealed that the para-rubber farmers had
experiences in para-rubber and fruit cultivation. There were 4 patterns of the para-rubber and fruit production
system. Fruits planted were rambutan, longkong, mangosteen, durian, and champedak. Two patterns of
plantations were applied: 1) fruit trees cultivated in the same plot of para-rubber, and 2) fruit trees grown in a
different section of para-rubber plantation. The para-rubber and fruit production system can be a source of
income for farmers. After harvest, products are sold to the middlemen. However, problems involving low income
included low prices of products, high cost of production, insufficient investment, malpractices, plant diseases,
low soil fertility, late middle aged/elderly household labor, and susceptible group of farmers. Therefore, the
government agencies should formulate extension plan for para-rubber and fruit production systems to reduce
the risk associated with para-rubber and fruit price fluctuations.
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Table 1 Patterns of the para-rubber farmers’ para-rubber and fruit production system in the study area

Patterns of the para-rubber and fruit production system Number (Person) Percentage
1. Para-rubber production system with fruit 49 19.14
1.1 Para-rubber and longkong 21 8.20
1.2 Para-rubber and rambutan 11 4.30
1.3 Para-rubber and mangosteen 9 3.52
1.4 Para-rubber and durian 7 2.73
1.5 Para-rubber and champedak 1 0.39
2. Para-rubber production system with 2 types of fruits 56 21.88
2.1 Para-rubber, longkong 20 7.81
2.2 Para-rubber, longkong, and rambutan 14 5.47
2.3 Para-rubber, longkong, and mangosteen 12 4.69
2.4 Para-rubber, rambutan, and durian 10 3.91
3. Para-rubber production system with 3 types of fruits 66 25.78
3.1 Para-rubber, longkong, rambutan, and durian 32 12.50
3.2 Para-rubber, longkong, mangosteen, and durian 19 7.42
3.3 Para-rubber, longkong, rambutan, and mangosteen 15 5.86
4. Para-rubber production system with 4 types of fruits 85 33.20
4.1 Para-rubber, longkong, rambutan, mangosteen, and durian 46 17.97
4.2 Para-rubber, longkong, mangosteen, durian, and champedak 21 8.20
4.3 Para-rubber, longkong, rambutan, durian, and champedak 18 7.03
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