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Factors Correlated with the Need for Skills Development of Agricultural Promotions Scholars
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the personal characteristics of agricultural promotions
scholars, 2) the need for skills development in the area of agricultural promotions, and 3) factors related to the need
for skills development in agricultural promotions. The sample group were 368 agricultural promotions scholars
who were associated with the Department of Agricultural Promotions. The instrument used in the research was
a questionnaire. The results showed that: 1) 54.1% of the scholars were female, 48.9% of them were of age 30-39,
34.8% had agricultural experience of 6-8 years, and 38.3% were responsible for agricultural promotions / farmer
institutional groups, 2) with regard to the need for skills development in agricultural promotions, there is a need for
improvement in the areas of communication skills, use of information technology, production of media materials,
knowledge transfer and human relationships and the overall need is at the highest level, and 3) gender, age,
experience in agricultural promotion and responsibilities in agricultural promotional work correlated with the need

to develop skills in agricultural promotion in all aspects with statistical significance at the level of 0.01.
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Table 1 Frequency and percentage of personal factors of agricultural extensionists.
Personal factors of agricultural extensionists Frequency Percentage
Gender
Male 169 45.9
Female 199 541
Age
20-29 years 4 1.1
30-39 years 180 48.9
40-49 years 126 34.2
50-59 years 58 15.8
Experience in agricultural extension
1-5 years 100 27.2
6-10 years 128 34.8
11-15 years 94 25.5
16-20 years 21 5.7
More 20 years 25 6.8
Mission or duty in agricultural extension work
Agronomy extension work 99 26.9
Rice extension work 61 16.6
Horticulture extension work 29 7.9
Vegetable production extension work 14 3.8
Community enterprise extension work 24 6.5
Farmer group extension work 141 38.3
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Table 2 Need for skills development in agricultural extension; communication skills.

Communication skills X SD Level

1. To catch an important issue of the story or information received 4.28 0.770 Very High

2. Perception and understanding of the effectiveness of each type of 4.24 0.759 Very High
communication channel

3. Selecting suitable way to communication and methods 4.28 0.742 Very High
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Table 2 (continued).

Communication skills X SD Level
4. Study of knowledge, attitude, and ability of the audience 4.21 0.776 Very High
5. Evaluation of the character / ability of the receiver 4.22 0.796 Very High
6. Systematic ordering of important content 4.23 0.787 Very High
7. Communication skills in writing such as news, articles, and non-fiction 4.36 0.717 Very High
8. Interpret and understand the content of information 4.22 0.790 Very High
9. Personality expression such as dress, language, and gesture 4.30 0.761 Very High
10. Confidence and assertiveness, can speak in public / community 4.21 0.809 Very High
Total 4.25 0.698 Very High
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Table 3 Need for skills development in agricultural extension; information technology skills.

Information technology skills x sSD Level
1. Using the internet to search for information 417 0.797 High
2. Using social media for communication 4.21 0.807 Very High
3. Message storage, image storage, audio and video storage, storing 4.26 0.819 Very High

entire website pages and more so that they can be used on time
4. Presentations through the information dissemination network 4.30 0.796 Very High
5. Dissemination of information via blog / website broadcasting video clips

) 4.30 0.811 Very High
via YouTube

Total 4.25 0.70 Very High
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Table 4 Need for skills development in agricultural extension; media production for promotion skills.

Media production skills x SD Level

1. PowerPoint / Movie Maker using basic media production programs 4.20 0.838 High
such as PowerPoint / Movie Maker

2. Using media production programs such as Photoshop / Illustrator / 4.28 0.860 Very High
InDesign / Premiere Pro

3. Understanding of the issues in the story presented 4.31 0.804 Very High

4. Ability to order and edit images 4.22 0.831 Very High

5. The ability to create media highlights 4.27 0.835 Very High

6. Choosing the right media for the content 4.27 0.820 Very High

7. Creativity in media presentations 4.27 0.827 Very High

8. Interesting media layouts 4.28 0.822 Very High

Total 4.26 0.772 Very High
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Table 5 Need for skills development in agricultural extension; knowledge transfer skill.

Knowledge transfer skills x SD Level
1. Defining interesting content that can be conveyed 4.27 0.743 Very High
2. Grading of knowledge that is transferred to be easy to understand 4.30 0.751 Very High
3. Content presentation by using language that is easy to understand 4.31 0.768 Very High
4. Content presentation by writing well 4.27 0.769 Very High
5. The process for answering questions and solving problems immediately 4.30 0.762 Very High
Total 4.29 0.732  Very High
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Table 6 Need for skills development in agricultural extension; activity relationship skill.

Activity relationship skill X SD Level

1. Attracting the audience 4.27 0.776 Very High
2. Creating solidarity in groups 4.24 0.753 Very High
3. Stimulating interest in the audience 4.21 0.766 Very High
4. Creating interesting activities 4.21 0.752 Very High
5. Being an intermediary connecting the relationship between various 4.25 0.763 Very High

organizations and farmers.

Total 4.24 0.725 Very High
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Table 7 Factors related to needs for development in agricultural extension skills.

Needs for development in agricultural extension skills

Communication Information Media production Knowledge Activity relationship
Personal factors ) ) ) i ]
skills technology skills skills transfer skills skills
2 _ 2 _ 2 _ 2 _ 2 _
X P-value X P-value X P-value X P-value X P-value
1. Gender 11.220* 0.004 20.766™* 0.000 24.729** 0.000 29.651** 0.000 11.220* 0.000
2. Age 36.610** 0.000 27.590** 0.000 46.241** 0.000 40.238** 0.000 27.590** 0.000
3. Experience in 32.410** 0.000 41.034** 0.000 54.048** 0.000 53.2220** 0.000 41.034** 0.000
Agricultural
Extension
4. Mission or duty in 36.632** 0.000 18.756** 0.001 31.324** 0.000 31.564** 0.000 18.756** 0.000

agricultural

extension work

** = Significant at P<0.01.
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