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Factors Relating to Social Media Literacy of Young “Smart Farmers”
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Abstract

This research aimed to study factors relating to the social media literacy of Young “Smart Farmers” (YSF).
The study sampled 313 people in 2020 by using questionnaires to collect data. The results of the study found that the
typical YSF was a male who used a smartphone at their home/accommodation. Almost all use Facebook as a channel for
social media, every day between 8am-midnight. Their objective in using social media was to search for information,
although the main activity was sending messages. Expertise in using social media was at a high level. Moreover, the
overall social media literacy of YSF was at a high level. Statistical analyses revealed that gender, age, educational level,
secondary occupation, agricultural type, income, and expense were generally associated with social media literacy
(p<0.05)and primary occupation, social media knowledge were highly associated with social media literacy (p<0.01). Few
YSF experienced social media usage problems.

Keywords: Young Smart Farmer, media literacy, social media knowledge, behavior knowledge, media exposure
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Table 1 Frequency and percentage of knowledge of using social media of Young Smart Farmer.

Knowledge of using social media Frequency Percentage
Low level (0.00 - 3.66) 1 0.32
Moderate level (3.67 - 7.33) 102 32.59
High level (7.34 - 11.00) 210 67.09
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Table 2 Level of social media literacy of Young Smart Farmer.

Level of social media literacy Frequency Percentage X S.D. Level

1. An open mind to learn and understand social 1.53 0.53 High
media

Low level (0.00-3.33) 1 0.32

Moderate level (3.34-6.66) 102 32.59

High level (6.67-10.00) 210 67.09
2. Analyzing data and evaluating data from social 1.48 0.54 High
media before applying

Low level (0.00-2.66) 1 0.32

Moderate level (2.67-5.33) 105 33.55

High level (5.34-8.00) 207 66.13
3. Using social media as a selected 1.53 0.64 High

communication channel and improving

communication messages via an online platform

Low level (0.00-16.00) 22 7.03
Moderate level (16.01-32.00) 43 13.74
High level (32.01-48.00) 248 79.23
The overall social media literacy 1.51 0.57 High
Low level (0.00-22.00) 20 6.39
Moderate level (22.01-44.00) 39 12.46
High level (44.01-66.00) 254 81.15
Namiwm@uauuﬁgm
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Table 3 Relationships of factors with social media literacy.

Social Media Literacy

Using social media

as a selected

An open mind to Analyzing data and
communication
learn and evaluating data from The overall social
Factors channel and improving
understand social social media before media literacy
communication
media applying
messages via an
online platform

X p-value X p-value X p-value X p-value
1. Sex 0.035 0.851 3.883 0.049* 0.692 0.405 0.115 0.734
2. Age 0.695 0.707 0.614 0.736 6.752 0.034* 4.079 0.130
3. Education 6.205 0.267 1.270 0.866 6.921 0.140 5.419 0.247
4. Main 1.958 0.581 11.881 0.008** 8.567 0.036* 5.748 0.125
Occupation
5. Secondary 2.883 0.578 1.954 0.744 4.488 0.344 2.136 0.711
Occupation
6. Agricultural 3.059 0.548 4.831 0.305 8.196 0.085 2.438 0.656
Type
7. Income 1.608 0.447 2.281 0.320 1.915 0.384 0.475 0.789
8. Household 1.008 0.604 0.068 0.966 2.447 0.294 0.815 0.665
expense

9. Knowledge of 0.815 0.367 6.003 0.014~ 27.361 0.000** 36.803 0.000**

using social media

*Significant at the level 0.05, **Significant at the level 0.01.
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